
1



2



table of contents

action...................................... 1

character.............................. 11

relationships......................... 21

vision.................................... 31

continuous improvement	������ 41



xx

4



Xxx

xx

5

The LifeKnowledge Center for Agricultural Education is made possible  
by the generous support of our Founding and Supporting Partners,  

as a special project of the National FFA Foundation.

F O U N D I N G  PA R T N E R S :

S U P P O R T I N G  PA R T N E R :

®

The FFA Mission: FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of 
students by developing their potential for premier leadership, per-
sonal growth and career success through agricultural education.

The Agricultural Education Mission: Agricultural education prepares 
students for successful careers and a lifetime of informed choices in 
the global agriculture, food, fiber and natural resources systems.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

logock
Typewritten Text

logock
Typewritten Text

logock
Typewritten Text
© 2011 National FFA Organization



6

action

action



1

Successful leaders function 

productively to get the job done. 

They take responsibility for 

their own lives and decisions 

they make. They approach life 

proactively taking the initiative, 

utilizing available resources, 

and are continually learning and 

growing from their mistakes and 

setbacks.  

action
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activity     

Note to teacher

Collect these surveys and use 

them again before selecting your 

chapter’s officer team. These 

surveys will remind students about 

the qualities they value in a leader.  

® Lessons to use:

AHS.28, HS.101 and HS.71
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Lessons to use:

AHS.28, HS.101 and HS.71
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Lessons to use:
AHS.13, HS.108, MS.11 and

MS.12

2activity     
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Lessons to use: 

HS.55, MS.40 and MS.19

®

Note to teacher

Use these questions to 

supplement discussion: How 

careful are you about the message 

you communicate? Think of a time 

when someone was critical of your 

ideas. Identify your non-verbal 

expressions. Describe the other 

person’s reaction to these.  Do 

you think the outcome could have 

been different?
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character
Character not only consists of 

virtues, but virtues in action.

It is knowing the good, desiring 

the good and doing the good.  

While credentials may get us 

to a leadership position, it is 

our character that keeps us in 

leadership roles and contributes

to continued success. It is the 

legacy we build for the future.
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Lessons to use:

HS.09, HS.10 and HS.14

activity     1
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Lessons to use:

HS.09 and MS.06

Note to teacher

All words in this puzzle define 

integrity. Have students predict 

the types of decisions that a 

leader would make if he or she 

lived by these traits.

Then have students determine 

the antonyms of these words 

and make predictions about the 

type of decisions a leader would 

make if he or she lived by these 

opposite of traits.  

2activity     
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® Lessons to use:

HS.103 and MS.58

3activity     
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3printable activity     
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4activity     

Lessons to use: 

HS.14 and HS.42 

®

Note to teacher

You can expound on the lesson 

taught in the scenario by relating 

it to smoking cigarettes, using 

drugs or anything that has a 

potential negative effect.  
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relationships

relationships
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relationships
The best leaders are team 

players.  They listen, show 

compassion, empathy and a 

sincere caring for others.  They 

are unselfish and often sacrifice 

their own desires and needs for 

the benefit of others.  Servant 

leaders help others succeed by 

giving of their time and energy.   
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® Lessons to use:

AHS.38, AHS.48, HS.119, HS.51, 

HS.60 and  MS.32

Note to teacher

Have students imagine they are 

leaders of their own business.  

Then have them draw a map of 

islands and bridges—showing the 

connections they would make in 

order to build their business.   

1activity     
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® Lessons to use:

HS.53

2activity     

Note to teacher

Explain to students that our 

expressed curiosity about others 

can be motivated by selfish 

intentions to confirm or deny  

our perceptions of them.  

Discuss what authentic interest 

looks and sounds like; perhaps 

role playing with your class will 

best illustrate this point. 
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® Lessons to use:

AHS.07, HS.75, HS.68 and
HS.69

3activity     

Note to teacher

Before class begins, print the 

information located at  

http://web.cortland.edu/

andersmd/learning/Gregorc.htm 

and distribute to each student.  

Students might also be interested 

in taking personality tests.   

Don’t hesitate to use the results 

of these tests when forming 

collaborative groups or teams. 
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3printable activity     
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® Lessons to use:

AHS.38, AHS.39 and HS.43

4activity     

Note to teacher

The answer: A mentor.

Try having students create a Who 

am I about a coach and give them 

the opportunity to share their 

riddles with the class. Or allow 

students to choose their own 

leadership characteristic and write 

a riddle about it. Let the class 

guess what was described.  
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vision

vision
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Leaders with vision are able 

to see things the way they 

can be. It becomes the focus 

of the work of the group. 

While the journey toward the 

vision may require adapting to 

overcome obstacles, it is the 

vision itself that provides the 

focus and guides the ultimate 

accomplishment.  

vision
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Note to teacher

Answers 

George Harrison Shull

Thomas Jefferson

John Deere

Eli Whitney

Cyrus McCormick

George Washington Carver

Jethro Tull  

® Lessons to use:

HS.21 and HS.23

Discussion

Have students use their own words to define a 

visionary. Discuss how the agriculturalists listed 

in the word scramble are visionaries.

1activity     
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Note to teacher

Ask students which techniques 

they used to conceptualize, 

or form their ideas. Did they 

brainstorm, research, gather 

opinions, use a mental image 

and/or personalize the situation?  

Explain to students that these 

techniques are used when we 

envision a better way for  

ourselves and others. 
® Lessons to use:

AHS.12

2activity     
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2printable activity     
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Note to teacher

The scenario presents various 

obstacles and calls for students to 

make a sound decision based on 

input from multiple perspectives.  

Discuss why it is important to 

seek input from others and which 

circumstances warrant  

seeking input.

® Lessons to use:

AHS.01 and HS.19

3activity     



37

3printable activity     
 

Yo
ur

 t
ea

ch
er

 h
as

 p
ut

 y
ou

 in
 c

ha
rg

e 
of

 r
ai

si
ng

 s
ch

oo
l-

w
id

e 
aw

ar
en

es
s 

fo
r 

an
 u

p
co

m
in

g 
d

on
at

io
n 

d
riv

e.
 

Yo
u’

ve
 a

sk
ed

 y
ou

r 
ve

ry
 a

rt
is

tic
 fr

ie
nd

 t
o 

cr
ea

te
 a

 fl
ye

r 
b

ec
au

se
 y

ou
’ll

 b
e 

to
o 

b
us

y 
or

ga
ni

zi
ng

 t
he

 c
am

p
ai

gn
. I

n 
fa

ct
, y

ou
 a

gr
ee

d
 t

o 
p

ay
 h

er
 fo

r 
he

r 
tim

e.
 Y

ou
 e

xp
la

in
ed

 
to

 h
er

 t
ha

t 
th

e 
fly

er
 w

ill
 b

e 
hu

ng
 a

ro
un

d
 t

he
 s

ch
oo

l a
nd

 
th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

sh
ou

ld
 a

p
p

ea
r 

on
 t

he
 fl

ye
r:

 It
 s

ho
ul

d
 b

e 
co

lo
rf

ul
, s

ta
te

 t
he

 t
im

e 
sp

an
 t

ha
t 

ite
m

s 
w

ill
 b

e 
co

lle
ct

ed
 

an
d

 w
he

re
 t

he
 it

em
s 

w
ill

 b
e 

d
on

at
ed

.  
 

It’
s 

th
e 

d
ay

 b
ef

or
e 

th
e 

fly
er

s 
w

ill
 b

e 
hu

ng
 a

nd
 s

he
 

ha
nd

s 
yo

u 
th

e 
fly

er
 a

s 
yo

u 
p

as
s 

ea
ch

 o
th

er
 in

 t
he

 
ha

llw
ay

. W
he

n 
yo

u 
ge

t 
to

 y
ou

r 
cl

as
s 

an
d

 lo
ok

 a
t 

th
e 

fly
er

, i
t 

is
 n

ot
hi

ng
 li

ke
 y

ou
 e

xp
ec

te
d

. Y
ou

 p
an

ic
 a

 li
tt

le
 

b
ec

au
se

 y
ou

 n
ee

d
 t

o 
p

rin
t 

co
p

ie
s 

to
ni

gh
t 

an
d

 it
 m

us
t 

b
e 

re
ad

y 
to

m
or

ro
w

. W
ha

t 
sh

ou
ld

 y
ou

 d
o?

 H
ow

 d
o 

yo
u 

ge
t 

w
ha

t 
yo

u 
w

an
t 

w
ith

ou
t 

hu
rt

in
g 

yo
ur

 fr
ie

nd
’s

 fe
el

in
gs

 
at

 t
he

 s
am

e 
tim

e?

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

G
at

he
r 

in
p

ut
 fr

om
 m

ul
tip

le
 p

er
sp

ec
tiv

es
 b

y 
as

ki
ng

 y
ou

r 
cl

as
sm

at
es

 h
ow

 t
he

y 
w

ou
ld

 a
p

p
ro

ac
h 

th
e 

si
tu

at
io

n.
 

C
on

si
d

er
 t

he
ir 

vi
ew

p
oi

nt
s 

th
en

 b
rie

fly
 e

xp
la

in
 w

ha
t 

yo
u 

w
ou

ld
 c

ho
os

e 
to

 d
o 

ab
ou

t 
th

e 
fly

er
 a

nd
 w

ha
t 

yo
u 

w
ou

ld
 s

ay
 t

o 
yo

ur
 fr

ie
nd

.

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__



38

Note to teacher

Allow students to share their 

predictions about the future 

of farming. Have them explore 

the effects on transportation, 

biotechnology, the ecosystem, 

etc. What will the next big 

invention be?

® Lessons to use:

HS.19

4activity     
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4printable activity     
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continuous 
improvement

continuous
improvement
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The continuous need for 

improvement provides 

a practical response to 

challenging life experiences. 

It provides the impetus for 

an individual to recognize 

the problems and develop 

methods for understanding 

them. Success comes to those 

individuals who understand 

the importance of continued 

learning. 

continuous 
improvement
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Note to teacher

As an extension activity, have 

students develop a plan that 

includes specific leadership and 

personal growth goals.  

® Lessons to use:

AHS.04, AHS.09, HS.46 and

HS.47

1activity     
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1printable activity     
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Note to teacher

 Discuss how emerging 

technology is helping the 

agriculturalist. If possible, have 

students sign up to teach you 

something new about technology!

® Lessons to use:

AHS.14 and AHS.16

2activity     
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2printable activity     
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Note to teacher

After students share their 

responses, discuss the 

difference between criticism and 

constructive criticism. Don’t forget 

the power of sharing some of your 

personal experiences, too! 

® Lessons to use:

HS.22

3activity     
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3printable activity     
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Note to teacher

The word that belongs in each 

blank is “learning.” Let students 

share their answers with the class 

before revealing the answer to 

them, then discuss how these 

quotes can be interpreted.

A second option is to give 

students the answer shortly after 

they complete this activity, and 

then have students create an 

acrostic poem using the word 

learning. Students should write 

the word vertically and use each 

letter to start a line of their poem. 

® Lessons to use:

HS.22

4activity     
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