OAT Writing Intervention

Week Five
Informational Report
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Features of an Informational Report

·  An informational report is a nonfiction writing about a person, place, thing, or event.

·  An informational report gives information about the following

· What or who is it?

· What does it look like?

· Where is it?
· What does it do?
· When is it?

· Why it important?

[image: image1.wmf]Informational Report
Harcourt Science teacher’s manual, Grade 4

Pages 234-235 Writing Link prompt

Name _________________________________
                                                                                        
Polyacrylate is a chemical that firefighters can use to help them to fight fires.  After reading the following article, write a report about how it was developed and how it helps fight fires.

Firefighting Gel

Inside a disposable diaper is a chemical called Polyacrylate. This chemical draws moisture away from babies’ bottoms.  Scientists have been able to use the chemical, in a gel form, as a fire retardant.

What happens is that when a fire breaks out near a house, firefighters can spray the gel, nicknamed “green slime,” wherever they need it.  The gel stays put for hours and can be rinsed off with a hose once danger has passed.

During the Jackson, Wyoming fires, the gel was sprayed on nearly 200 houses.  Because the green slime doesn’t burn, it protected the houses from the fire.  And as one fire department official said, “It is well worth being slimed to save your house!”
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Checklist:

· I stayed on topic throughout my paper.

· I introduced my paragraph with a statement that gave an overview.

· I had a topic sentence for each paragraph.

· Each of my paragraphs focused on one subtopic.

· I used the graphic organizer to help me organize my thoughts.

· I used capitals at the beginning of each sentence and punctuation at the end of each sentence.
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