Standards-based Assessment Bank
3rd Grade Fiction

Index to Questions
	Ques Nbr
	Source
	BM
	GLI
	Passage Title
	Description

	13
	Reading Achievement Oct 03
	A
	LT 2.2
	Annie and the Wild Animals
	This multiple-choice question requires students to use supporting details from the selection to identify the main character.  

	14
	Reading Achievement Oct 03
	C
	LT 3.4
	Annie and the Wild Animals
	This multiple-choice question asks students to use information from the text to identify story elements, literary forms or genres.  

	15
	Reading Achievement Oct 03
	A & E
	RP 3.6,        RP 3.7
	Annie and the Wild Animals
	This short-answer question asks students to use a graphic organizer to display comprehension of selection.

	16
	Reading Achievement Oct 03
	D
	LT 3.7
	Annie and the Wild Animals
	This multiple-choice question asks students to make the correct judgment about the way an author uses language to convey meaning.

	17
	Reading Achievement Oct 03
	E
	RP 3.7
	Annie and the Wild Animals
	This multiple-choice question asks students to make use of information in the text to draw a logical conclusion.

	18
	Reading Achievement Oct 03
	C
	RP 3.5
	Annie and the Wild Animals
	This multiple-choice question asks students make of use information in the text to draw a logical conclusion.

	19
	Reading Achievement Oct 03
	E
	RP 3.7
	Annie and the Wild Animals
	This multiple-choice question asks students to make use information in the text to draw a logical conclusion.

	20
	Reading Achievement Oct 03
	B
	LT 3.2
	Annie and the Wild Animals
	This extended-response question asks the students to state the feelings of a character at the beginning and end of a selection.     

	21
	Reading Achievement Oct 03
	A
	AV 3.1
	Annie and the Wild Animals
	This multiple-choice question asks students use the context of the selection to determine word meaning

	31
	Reading Achievement Oct 03
	E
	RP 3.7
	Collecting Leaves
	This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the correct answer for this literal question.

	32
	Reading Achievement Oct 03
	B
	LT 3.2
	Collecting Leaves
	This multiple-choice question asks students to identify an attribute about specific characters or character groups.    

	33
	Reading Achievement Oct 03
	D
	LT 3.7
	Collecting Leaves
	This multiple-choice question asks students to determine the author’s intent for using specific words or phrases.

	Ques Nbr
	Source
	BM
	GLI
	Passage Title
	Description

	34
	Reading Achievement Oct 03
	E
	LT 3.6
	Collecting Leaves
	This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the theme of the selection.

	35
	Reading Achievement Oct 03
	E
	RP 3.7
	Collecting Leaves
	This extended-response question asks students to use reading strategies to display comprehension of selection.

	36
	Reading Achievement Oct 03
	D
	AV 3.3       
	Collecting Leaves
	This multiple-choice question asks students to use their knowledge of a word meaning to identify the word with an opposite meaning.  

	14
	Reading Achievement Mar 04
	D
	RP 3.4
	Sable
	In this multiple-choice question students are asked to use information from the selection to make judgments about the main idea.

	15
	Reading Achievement Mar 04
	C
	LT 3.4
	Sable
	This multiple-choice question asks students to differentiate between genres: story, poem and play

	16
	Reading Achievement Mar 04
	E
	RP 3.7
	Sable
	In this multiple-choice question students are asked to show comprehension of the selection by answering a literal question.

	17
	Reading Achievement Mar 04
	B
	LT 3.2
	Sable
	This extended-response question requires students to make a judgment about the way a character feels and find details in the selection as support for that judgment

	18
	Reading Achievement Mar 04
	D
	LT 3.7
	Sable
	This multiple-choice question asks students to correctly interpret a word or phrase used by the author to express a feeling.

	19
	Reading Achievement Mar 04
	B
	RP 3.2
	Sable
	This short-answer question asks students to make a prediction based on information gathered about a character in the selection.

	20
	Reading Achievement Mar 04
	A
	AV 3.1
	Sable
	This multiple-choice question asks students to use the context of a sentence or selection to determine the meaning an unknown word.

	21
	Reading Achievement Mar 04
	A & C
	AV 3.1,  AV 3.7
	Sable
	This multiple-choice question asks students to use the context, or information around, the bolded word, to determine its meaning.           

	22
	Reading Achievement Mar 04
	D
	RP 3.4
	Sable
	This multiple-choice question asks students to read a fiction selection and put the most cogent parts together in to a one or two sentence gist statement.

	37
	Reading Achievement Mar 04
	B
	LT 3.2
	A Day For Bears
	This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the setting of a story.          


	Ques Nbr
	Source
	BM
	GLI
	Passage Title
	Description

	38
	Reading Achievement Mar 04
	B

	LT 3.2,         RP 3.6
	A Day For Bears
	This extended-response question asks students to use a graphic organizer to keep track of Molly’s attributes.

	39
	Reading Achievement Mar 04
	A
	AV 3.1
	A Day For Bears
	This multiple-choice question asks students to read the sentence and use the semantic cues to determine the meaning of an unfamiliar word.

	40
	Reading Achievement Mar 04
	E
	RP 3.7
	A Day For Bears
	This multiple-choice question asks students to answer a literal question.

	41
	Reading Achievement Mar 04
	C
	RP 3.5
	A Day For Bears
	This multiple-choice question asks students to use what they know to make inferences and draw conclusions that are based on fact.

	42
	Reading Achievement Mar 04
	E
	LT 3.6
	A Day For Bears
	This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the theme of this reading selection

	6
	Reading Achievement Oct 04
	C
	RP 3.5
	Ring! Ring!
	This multiple-choice question asks students to read an excerpt from the selection and to make a determination, or draw a conclusion, about what has been read.

	7
	Reading Achievement Oct 04
	C
	RP 3.5
	Ring! Ring!
	This multiple-choice question asks students to use information from the passage to determine how Amy and Allie feel when the new neighbor arrives.

	8
	Reading Achievement Oct 04
	A
	AV 3.1
	Ring! Ring!
	This multiple-choice question asks students to determine the meaning of a word that may be above their independent reading level by using the context of the sentence.

	9
	Reading Achievement Oct 04
	B
	RP 3.2
	Ring! Ring!
	This extended-response question asks students to predict if Allie and Amy will become friends with the new girl, Gracie, and to support that prediction with details from the selection.

	10
	Reading Achievement Oct 04
	D
	LT 3.7
	Ring! Ring!
	This multiple-choice question asks students to use their knowledge of figurative language to determine the author’s intent.

	11
	Reading Achievement Oct 04
	B
	LT 3.2
	Ring! Ring!
	This multiple-choice question asks students to use what they know about the character Gracie to determine what Amy and Allie notice about Gracie’s looks.    

	21
	Reading Achievement Oct 04
	A
	AV 3.1
	The Red Woolen Blanket
	This multiple-choice question asks students to use their reading skills to determine the meaning of a word that may be unfamiliar or above their typical reading level.

	22
	Reading Achievement Oct 04
	E
	RP 3.7
	The Red Woolen Blanket
	This short-answer question asks students to answer a literal question.


	Ques Nbr
	Source
	BM
	GLI
	Passage Title
	Description

	23
	Reading Achievement Oct 04
	B
	LT 3.3
	The Red Woolen Blanket
	This multiple-choice question asks students to identify elements of time passage from the selection.


	24
	Reading Achievement Oct 04
	E
	RP 3.7
	The Red Woolen Blanket
	This multiple-choice question asks students to compare two different things, Julia’s blanket and Billy’s blanket.

	25
	Reading Achievement Oct 04
	D
	LT 3.7
	The Red Woolen Blanket
	This multiple-choice question asks students to determine why the author used specific words/language to express the thought of a character.

	26
	Reading Achievement Oct 04
	B
	LT 3.4
	The Red Woolen Blanket
	This extended-response question asks students to use their knowledge of main ideas, characters and setting to identify and list four events of the story.

	27
	Reading Achievement Oct 04
	B
	LT 3.2
	The Red Woolen Blanket
	This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the setting of the selection at the close of the story.

	28
	Reading Achievement Oct 04
	E
	RP 3.7
	The Red Woolen Blanket
	This multiple-choice question asks students to answer a question by drawing conclusions from information given in the text.

	29
	Reading Achievement Oct 04
	B
	RP 3.2
	The Red Woolen Blanket
	This multiple-choice question asks students to make a logical prediction based on the information they read.

	7
	Reading Achievement Mar 05
	B
	LT 2.2
	The Spelling Bee
	This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the main character of a reading selection

	8
	Reading Achievement Mar 05
	B
	LT 3.2
	The Spelling Bee
	This multiple-choice question asks students to use their understanding of the way an author uses words to describe the way a character feels.    

	9
	Reading Achievement Mar 05
	E
	LT 3.6
	The Spelling Bee
	This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the theme of the selection.      

	10
	Reading Achievement Mar 05
	E
	RP 3.7
	The Spelling Bee
	This multiple-choice question asks students to answer an inferential question.

	11
	Reading Achievement Mar 05
	B
	RP 3.2
	The Spelling Bee
	This extended-response question asks students to use specific information from the selection to determine what another good title could be.

	12
	Reading Achievement Mar 05
	A
	AV 3.1
	The Spelling Bee
	This multiple-choice question asks students to determine the meaning of a word within the context of a given sentence.

	Ques Nbr
	Source
	BM
	GLI
	Passage Title
	Description

	18
	Reading Achievement Mar 05
	B
	LT 3.2
	They’re Here!
	This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the feelings of the character, Joey, in this passage.   

	19
	Reading Achievement Mar 05
	B
	LT 3.2
	They’re Here!
	This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the setting of this selection. 

	20
	Reading Achievement Mar 05
	C
	LT 3.4
	They’re Here!
	This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the literary genre of this selection.        

	21
	Reading Achievement Mar 05
	LT-B &
RP-A
	LT 1.2
RP 3.6
	They’re Here!
	This short-answer question asks students to identify all of the characters in the selection and place that information on the web.    

	22
	Reading Achievement Mar 05
	C
	RP 3.5
	They’re Here!
	This multiple-choice question asks students to come to a conclusion based on specific information in the selection.

	23
	Reading Achievement Mar 05
	E
	RP 3.7
	They’re Here!
	This multiple-choice question asks students to answer a literal question.

	24
	Reading Achievement Mar 05
	A
	AV 3.1
	They’re Here!
	This multiple-choice question asks students to determine the meaning of a new or unfamiliar word by using the context clues around it.

	25
	Reading Achievement Mar 05
	B
	LT 3.2
	They’re Here!
	This extended-response question asks students to identify two attributes of Joey’s character.       

	26
	Reading Achievement Mar 05
	E
	RP 3.6
RP 3.7
	They’re Here!
	This multiple-choice question asks students to make use of a reading comprehension strategy as a way to show what they know.           

	21
	Reading Achievement Oct 05
	E
	LT 3.6
	What Kind of Baby-Sitter Is This?
	This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the theme of the story.

	22
	Reading Achievement Oct 05
	B
	LT 1.2
	What Kind of Baby-Sitter Is This?
	This multiple-choice question asks students to determine the setting Kevin is found in at the end of the selection.    

	23
	Reading Achievement Oct 05
	B
	LT 3.3
	What Kind of Baby-Sitter Is This?
	This multiple-choice question asks students to determine the setting Kevin is found in at the end of the selection.            

	24
	Reading Achievement Oct 05
	A
	AV 3.1
	What Kind of Baby-Sitter Is This?
	This multiple-choice question asks students to use the context of the sentence to determine the meaning of a specific word.


	Ques Nbr
	Source
	BM
	GLI
	Passage Title
	Description

	25
	Reading Achievement Oct 05
	C
	RP 3.5
	What Kind of Baby-Sitter Is This?
	This multiple-choice question asks students to draw a conclusion based on information in the text.

	26
	Reading Achievement Oct 05
	B
	LT 3.2
	What Kind of Baby-Sitter Is This?
	This multiple-choice question asks students to determine the setting Kevin is found in at the end of the selection.                 

	27
	Reading Achievement Oct 05
	B
	LT 3.2
	What Kind of Baby-Sitter Is This?
	This extended-response question asks students to identify how Kevin feels at three points of the selection and provide support for their choices.     

	28
	Reading Achievement Oct 05
	B
	RP 3.2
	What Kind of Baby-Sitter Is This?
	This multiple-choice question asks students to determine what might happen in the future based on information they have read in the selection.

	29
	Reading Achievement Oct 05
	D
	RP 3.4
	What Kind of Baby-Sitter Is This??
	This short-answer question asks students to demonstrate their comprehension by creating a new title for the selection.

	21
	Reading Achievement May 06
	E
	RP 3.7
	The Golden Touch
	This multiple-choice question asks students a literal question.

	22
	Reading Achievement May 06
	LT-C 
& 
RP-C
	LT 3.4,     RP 3.7
	The Golden Touch
	This multiple-choice question asks students to compare plot events.

	23
	Reading Achievement May 06
	E
	LT 3.6
	The Golden Touch
	This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the theme of the selection.

	24
	Reading Achievement May 06
	D
	LT 3.5
	The Golden Touch
	This multiple-choice question asks students to determine what genre of literature the selection best fits.

	25
	Reading Achievement May 06
	LT-B
 &
RP- E
	LT 3.2,           RP 3.7
	The Golden Touch
	This extended-response question asks students to draw conclusions about Midas based on information in the text.

	26
	Reading Achievement May 06
	D
	AV 3.3
	The Golden Touch
	This multiple-choice item asks students to identify a synonym for the word gazed.

	16
	Reading Achievement May 07
	E
	LT 3.7
	Dardanella
	This multiple-choice question asks students to choose the theme of the reading selection.

	17
	Reading Achievement May 07
	D
	RP 3.4
	Dardanella
	This multiple-choice question asks students to compare information that appears in different parts of the reading selection.

	Ques Nbr
	Source
	BM
	GLI
	Passage Title
	Description

	18
	Reading Achievement May 07
	B
	LT 3.2
	Dardanella
	This extended-response question asks students to use information from the reading selection to describe a character’s feelings.

	19
	Reading Achievement May 07
	A
	AV 3.1
	Dardanella
	This multiple-choice question asks students to use context clues to determine the meaning of an unknown word.

	20
	Reading Achievement May 07
	E
	RP 3.7
	Dardanella
	This multiple-choice question asks students to make a prediction or inference about something that could happen in a reading selection.

	21
	Reading Achievement May 07
	D
	AV 3.3
	Dardanella
	This multiple-choice question asks students to choose a synonym.


	22
	Reading Achievement May 07
	B
	LT 3.3
	Dardanella
	This short-answer question asks students to use information from the reading selection to answer an inferential question about a character’s feelings.

	23
	Reading Achievement May 07
	A
	LT 3.3
	Dardanella
	This multiple-choice question asks students to choose the right sequence of events in a reading selection.

	24
	Reading Achievement May 07
	E
	RP 3.7
	Dardanella
	This multiple-choice question asks students to make an inference about information in the reading selection.

	25
	Reading Achievement May 07
	D
	LT 3.7
	Dardanella
	This multiple-choice question asks students how authors influence readers’ feelings, attitudes and understandings.             

	26
	Reading Achievement May 07
	D
	LT 3.7
	Wiggles
	This multiple-choice question asks students to select the phrase that connects the reader to the sense of sound.  

	27
	Reading Achievement May 07
	A
	AV 3.1
	Wiggles
	This multiple-choice question asks students to use the context of the sentences around the word hovering to define that word.

	28
	Reading Achievement May 07
	E
	RP 3.7
	Wiggles
	This multiple-choice question asks students to answer an inferential question about Wiggles.

	29
	Reading Achievement May 07
	E
	RP 3.7
	Wiggles
	This short-answer question asks students to fill in information that states how two of the characters got their names.

	30
	Reading Achievement May 07
	B
	LT 3.2
	Wiggles
	This multiple-choice question asks students to provide supporting details for the idea that the character, Wiggles is friendly.

	Ques Nbr
	Source
	BM
	GLI
	Passage Title
	Description

	31
	Reading Achievement May 07
	B
	LT 3.2
	Wiggles
	This short-answer question asks students to provide details about the setting of this selection, specifically they are to identify animals that are included.    

	28
	Reading Achievement May 08
	E
	LT 3.6
	Grandma Lena’s Radio
	This multiple-choice question asks students to determine the correct theme choice for the passage based upon the answer choices.

	29
	Reading Achievement May 08
	E
	RP 3.7
	Grandma Lena’s Radio
	This multiple-choice question asks students to demonstrate comprehension of a selection by answering literal, inferential, and evaluative questions.

	30
	Reading Achievement May 08
	A
	AV 3.1
	Grandma Lena’s Radio
	This multiple-choice question asks students to determine the meaning of a word based upon the use of the word in a sentence and text selection.

	31
	Reading Achievement May 08
	B
	LT 3.2
	Grandma Lena’s Radio
	This extended-response question asks students to search a story for thoughts, words and actions that show how a character is feeling.

	32
	Reading Achievement May 08
	E
	RP 3.7
	Grandma Lena’s Radio
	This multiple-choice question asks students to demonstrate comprehension of a selection by answering literal, inferential, and evaluative questions.

	33
	Reading Achievement May 08
	A
	RP 3.1
	Grandma Lena’s Radio
	This multiple-choice question asks students to demonstrate that they can establish the selection’s purpose.

	34
	Reading Achievement May 08
	D
	RP 3.4
	Grandma Lena’s Radio
	This multiple-choice question asks students to use details from the paragraph to identify the main idea.            

	35
	Reading Achievement May 08
	C
	LT 3.4
	Grandma Lena’s Radio
	This multiple-choice question asks students to use information from the text to identify story elements, literary forms or genres.

	36
	Reading Achievement May 08
	E
	RP 3.7
	Grandma Lena’s Radio
	This extended-response question asks students to locate concrete information to answer a literal question based on the information in the selection.


BACK TO INDEX
Passage:

Annie and the Wild Animals
It had been snowing for days. Winter was lasting too long.

Something was wrong with Annie’s cat. Taffy had stopped playing. She ate more than usual. She slept all day long. Annie found her curled up in strange places.

One morning Annie could not find Taffy anywhere. She looked and looked, but Taffy was gone. Annie was very lonely.

“I need a new friend,” thought Annie.

She placed a corn cake at the edge of the wood. She imagined that a small, furry animal would come and she would tame him for a pet.

The next morning the corn cake was gone. In its place stood a giant moose.

“He’s too big to tame,” thought Annie.

“I’ll have to try again.”

That night Annie left another corn cake at the edge of the wood.

The next morning the moose was back and a snarling wildcat was there too. “He’s too mean to tame,” thought Annie.

Annie placed more corn cakes at the edge of the wood.

The next morning a big, growling bear was there with the moose and the wildcat.

“He’s too grumpy for a pet,” thought Annie.

Annie made as many corn cakes as she could and left them at the edge of the wood.

At dawn Annie heard the snarls and growls of the wild animals. There was the moose – and the wildcat and the bear.

They had been joined by a stag, his family, and a large, gray wolf. “Not one of them is soft and friendly like Taffy,” thought Annie.

All the next day Annie made corn cakes and left them at the edge of the wood. All night long she heard the sounds of the wild animals eating the corn cakes.
Annie awoke to find a great nose stuck through her window. It belonged to the moose, who was still hungry.

There were wild animals everywhere. They roared for their next meal. The little house shook.

The animals wanted more corn cakes. But when Annie looked into the barrel of corn meal, it was empty. She couldn’t make any more corn cakes.

Annie was very sad. She would never find a pet now. She missed Taffy very much.

All that night a warm breeze blew from the south. The snow melted and new buds could be seen on the plants and trees. The wood was coming alive again.

By the next morning the wild animals had gone back to the wood. They would find food there, now that spring had finally come.

Then, as unexpected as the warm spring breeze, Taffy walked proudly into the yard.

“Taffy,” Annie exclaimed, “you have come home. Where have you been?”

Taffy turned and looked back the way she had come.

Out of the wood came three soft and friendly kittens. Annie would not be lonely anymore.

“Annie and The Wild Animals by Jan Brett, Copyright © 1985 by Jan Brett. Used by permission of Houghton Mifflin Company. All rights reserved.”

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters                         and setting.

	GLI:   
LT 2.2               
	Describe characters and setting.


Multiple Choice Question:
13.   Who is the main character in the selection?

A.   Taffy

B.   Annie

C.  Moose

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question requires students to use supporting details from the selection to identify the main character.  Answer choice A is incorrect. The cat, Taffy, is a character in the
story. However she is not the main character. She is only referenced in relationship to another character’s feelings. Answer choice B is correct. Annie and her feelings and reactions after her cat goes away are the major focus of the story. Answer choice C is incorrect because the moose comes into the story after Annie leaves food outside, hoping to lure a pet. This character interacts with Annie’s actions, however has no lead in moving the story forward.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 13 on the October 2003 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 81%.

Keywords:  Main character
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     C
	Recognize the defining characteristics and features of different types of                          literary forms and genres.

	GLI:   
LT 3.4          
	Identify and explain the defining characteristics of literary forms and genres, including fairy tales, folk tales, poetry, fiction and non-fiction.


Multiple Choice Question:
14.   What story element is in this reading selection?

A. characters

B. rhyming words

C. list of facts

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to use information from the text to identify story elements, literary forms or genres. Answer choice A is correct. Students will recognize this story as fictional text. Character(s) is one of the elements of a piece of fiction. Answer choice B is incorrect because the literary genre of poetry most commonly includes the element of rhyme. Answer choice C is incorrect because lists of facts are most often found in informational or nonfiction texts.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 14 on the October 2003 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 77%.

Keywords:  Story elements; Fiction
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E & A
	Establish a purpose for reading and use a range of reading                           comprehension strategies to understand literary passages and text.
Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g., literal, informational and evaluative).

	GLI:                                     RP 3.6,                 RP 3.7
	RP 3.6:     Create and use graphic organizers, such as Venn diagrams and webs, to demonstrate comprehension.
RP 3.7:     Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Short Answer Question: 

15.   Use details from the reading selection to complete the web.




Commentary:
This short answer question asks students to use a graphic organizer to display comprehension of selection. There are two answers; both are directly stated. 

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students earning each score point for question15 on the October 2003 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test:  

	Performance at Each Score Point

	0
	1
	2

	29%
	23%
	45%


Scoring Guidelines:  

	Points
	Student Response

	2
	Response correctly completes both blanks. 

Example: bear; wolf

	1
	Response correctly completes one blank.

Example: bear

	0
	Response is incorrect or irrelevant


Keywords:  Reading Strategies

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     D
	Explain how an author’s word choice and use of methods influences                       the reader.

	GLI:                        LT 3.7
	Describe methods authors use to influence readers’ feelings and attitudes (e.g., appeal of characters in a picture book; use of figurative language).


Multiple Choice Question:
16.    The following sentence is from the selection.

“The next morning the moose was back and a snarling wildcat was there too.”

The author used the word snarling to tell the reader that the wildcat

A. acted mean.

B. had come with the moose.

C. was the loudest animal.

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to make the correct judgment about the way an author uses language to convey meaning.  Answer choice A is correct. After feeding a bear the 
night before, Annie is greeted by a bear and a wildcat the following morning. Because she was unable to tame the wildcat the author uses the word snarling to indicate the cat’s disposition. Answer choice B is incorrect. This is an event from the selection, but does not address author’s word choice. Answer choice C is incorrect. While snarling is typically a loud sound, the author has not placed any comparative value on the wildcat’s snarl in relationship to any other animals.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 16 on the October 2003 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 60%.

Keywords:  Author’s Word Choice

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g., literal, informational and evaluative).

	GLI:                RP 3.7    
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Multiple Choice Question:
17.   Why did the animals go back to the wood?

A. Annie didn’t have food and there was food in the wood.

B. Annie’s cat came home and scared them all away.

C. Spring had come and Annie’s yard was too crowded.

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to make use of information in the text to draw a logical conclusion.  Answer choice A is correct. The selection states that Annie couldn’t make any more corn cakes because she ran out of corn meal. It also indicates that Annie was sad because of this, recognizing without the corn cakes she would be unable to lure potential pets. Answer choice B is incorrect because nothing in the selection indicates that Annie’s cat frightened off any of the animals. Answer choice C is incorrect because spring provided food for the animals.  They no longer needed to go to Annie’s yard. There is no indication in the selection that anything else occupied her yard.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 17 on the October 2003 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 65%.

Keywords:  Draw Conclusions

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     C
	Draw conclusions from information in text.

	GLI:                                                 RP 3.5
	Make inferences regarding events and possible outcomes from information in text.


Multiple Choice Question:
18.   Why did Taffy leave?

A. to have her kittens.

B. to go where it was warmer.

C. to find food for herself.
Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students make of use information in the text to draw a logical conclusion.  Answer choice A is correct because Taffy had not had kittens before she went away. When she returns to Annie’s home she brings the new kittens along with her. Answer choice B is incorrect because Annie’s cat left at the end of fall and returned in the spring. Answer choice C is incorrect because Annie had plenty of corn meal to feed wild animals, this amount would have been plenty for Taffy throughout the winter.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 18 on the October 2003 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 76 %.

Keywords:  Draw Conclusions

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g., literal, informational and evaluative).

	GLI:                RP 3.7    
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Multiple Choice Question:

19.   Why was it important that spring came? 

A. The snow melted and Annie could go to get more corn meal.

B. Now the animals could go and find their own food in the wood.

C. Taffy would return and Annie would be too busy to feed other animals.

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to make use information in the text to draw a logical conclusion.  Answer choice A is incorrect because there is no indication that Annie or her family grew corn, or bought corn from other farmers to harvest and make corn meal. Answer choice B is correct because the animals only visited Annie during the winter months, when they were most hungry. Food for the animals began to appear when spring returned.  Answer choice C is incorrect because Taffy does return with her kittens, but there is no indication that it will be more work for Annie.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 19 on the October 2003 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 63%.

Keywords:  Reading Comprehension Question

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters                             and setting.

	GLI:            LT 3.2
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.


Extended Response Question:

20.    Annie felt different at different times in the reading selection. Tell how Annie felt and what made her feel that way at the beginning and end of the selection.

Beginning

How Annie felt



Middle

How Annie felt
worried and sad

Why she felt this way

Taffy was missing and she ran out of corn meal.

End

How Annie felt



Commentary:
This extended response question asks the students to state the feelings of a character at the beginning and end of a selection.  The question also requires students to supply a supporting detail from the selection for each choice.  

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students earning each score point for question 10 on the October 2003 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test:  

	Performance at Each Score Point

	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	6%
	6%
	21%
	9%
	57%


Scoring Guidelines:
	Points
	Student Response

	4
	Response correctly completes the chart.

Example:

Worried

     Taffy was acting strange; bored, winter was too long

Happy

     Taffy came back

	3
	Response partially completes three blanks in the chart.

Example:

Concerned:

     Taffy was acting differently

     Happy, ___________



	Points
	Student Response

	2
	Response partially completes two blanks in the chart.

Example:

Worried, ______________

Happy,   ______________



	1
	Response partially completes one blank in the chart.

Example:

Happy,  



	0
	Response is incorrect or irrelevant


Keywords:  Supporting Details, Character

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A
	Use context clues to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.

	GLI:             AV 3.1
	Determine the meaning of unknown words using a variety of context clues, including word, sentence and paragraph clues.


Multiple Choice Question:

21.   The following sentence is from the selection.

        “Taffy walked proudly into the yard.”

        What does proudly mean in the sentence?

A. very shy

B. very quick

C. very pleased

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students use the context of the selection to determine word meaning.  Answer choice A is incorrect because there is no information in the text that assigns this attribute to Taffy. Her arrival is unexpected, but the sentences around the word proudly do not reflect shyness. Answer choice B is incorrect because the author uses the word walked to describe Taffy’s entrance into the yard. If Taffy had been quick the word walked would not have been used. Answer choice C is correct because Taffy comes back to Annie’s home bringing her new kittens along with her. The cat glances back at her kittens as if to show them off to Annie.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 21 on the October 2003 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 83%.

Keywords:  Context Clues

BACK TO INDEX
Passage:
Collecting Leaves
I have always loved leaves. I love the way leaves bud on trees in late winter to say that spring will soon be here. I also love the way leaves shade me in the hot summer time. Most of all, I love the way leaves change colors in the fall.

My neighbor, Mr. Baker, showed me how to collect and dry leaves. We tied them on strings and hung them in the window until they were dry. I was surprised to see how colorful they still were.

Mr. Baker also taught me how to make leaf rubbings. I placed a leaf under a thin sheet of paper and rubbed over the paper with a crayon. The shape of the leaf came through. Soon, I had a very interesting collection of leaf rubbings.

None of my classmates seemed interested in my new hobby. Then one night last fall, everything changed.

That night there was an enormous storm. When we came to school the next morning, workers were cutting up the big beautiful tree that had stood in front of our playground. The tree had been knocked over by the wind. Everyone was very sad, but I had an idea.

The next day I came to school early. With my teacher’s help, I hung my dried leaves and leaf rubbings all over the classroom. When my classmates came in, they were very surprised to see all the lovely leaves. “Even though we don’t have our tree any more, we still have these wonderful leaves,” my teacher said. “Sam has helped us fill our classroom with the colors of autumn.”

Some of my classmates brought in more leaves to add to our collection. I showed everyone how to make leaf rubbings, and our classroom bloomed with color.
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g., literal, 

inferential and evaluative).

	GLI:                RP 3.7    
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Multiple Choice Question:

31.  
How does Sam learn about leaves?

A. His father has a leaf collection at home.

B. His neighbor teaches him to collect and dry leaves.

C. He learns about saving and pressing leaves in Boy Scouts.

Commentary:
This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the correct answer for this literal question. Answer choice A is incorrect because there is no mention of Sam’s family in the selection. Answer choice B is correct. Mr. Baker, the neighbor taught Sam ways of preserving leaves so that they would retain the colors Sam loved to see. Answer choice C is incorrect. There is no mention that Sam was in the Boy Scouts.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 31 on the October 2003 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 76 %.

Keywords:  Comprehension, Literal Questions

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	GLI:   
LT 3.2              
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.


Multiple Choice Question:

32.   How do Sam’s classmates feel about leaves at the end of the selection?

A. unhappy

B. interested

C. bored

Commentary:
This multiple choice question asks students to identify an attribute about specific characters or character groups. In this instance, the students are to identify what feelings Sam’s classmates have after seeing all of his leaves.  Answer choice A is incorrect because there is nothing in the selection that supports his classmates’ feelings of unhappiness. Answer choice B is correct. This quote from the selection “Some of my classmates brought in more leaves to add to our collection, I showed everyone how to make leaf rubbings, and our classroom bloomed with color” supports this choice. Answer choice C is incorrect because the students’ disinterest came during the middle part of the lesson, rather than the end.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 32 on the October 2003 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 82%.

Keywords:  Main Idea, Supporting Details

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     D
	Explain how an author’s word choice and use of methods influences the reader.

	GLI:                LT 3.7
	Describe methods authors use to influence readers’ feelings and attitudes (e.g., appeal of characters in a picture book; use of figurative language).


Multiple Choice Question:

33. 
This is a sentence from the selection.


“I showed everyone how to make leaf rubbings, and our classroom bloomed with color.”


What does bloomed with color mean in this sentence?

A. The students grew plants in the classroom

B. Sam painted all the leaf rubbings.

C. The classroom was brightly decorated.

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to determine the author’s intent for using specific words or phrases. Answer choice A is incorrect because it is a fact never stated in the selection and has no connection to author word choice. Answer choice B is also incorrect. Sam collected and preserved the leaves, but never painted them. Painting may have given the leaves a brighter color, but that was not indicated in the selection. Answer choice C is correct and is supported by a statement the teacher makes prior to the statement in the question. The teacher states, “Sam has helped us fill our classroom with the colors of autumn.”
Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 33 on the October 2003 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 70%.

Keywords:  Author’s word choice
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Identify the theme of a literary text.

	GLI: 
LT 3.6
	Identify stated and implied themes.


Multiple Choice Question:

34.   What is the theme of the reading selection?

A. Sharing hobbies can bring happiness to others.

B. Leaves can give us shade in the hot summer.

C. Enormous storms can knock down big, strong trees.

Commentary:
This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the theme of the selection. The English Language Arts Academic Content Standards glossary defines theme as a major idea or proposition broad enough to cover the entire scope of a literary work or work of art. Students must have full comprehension of the selection in order to identify the theme. Answer choice A is correct. Students having read this selection will note that everyone involved with the collection and preservation of leaves is happy. Answer choice B is incorrect, while it is a statement of fact, it is not a broad idea that can be implied from the entire selection. Answer choice C is incorrect. This might be a good title for one paragraph of the story, but it does not meet the definition and qualities of a theme.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 34 on the October 2003 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 61%.

Keywords:  Theme

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g., literal, informational and evaluative).

	GLI:                RP 3.7    
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Extended Response Question:

35.    Using the reading selection, list four things Sam does with leaves.


A. 


B.


C.


D.

Commentary:
This extended response question asks students to use reading strategies to display comprehension of selection.. Comprehension is necessary for students to summarize the selection. 

Performance Data:

	Percentage at Each Score Point

	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	13%
	14%
	20%
	26%
	23%


Scoring Guidelines
	Points
	Student Response

	4
	Response identifies four things.

Example:

     1. Sam collects leaves.

     2. Sam dries leaves and hangs them in windows.

     3. Sam makes leaf rubbings.

     4. Sam decorates the classroom with leaves.

	3
	Response identifies three things.

Example:

     1. Sam collects leaves.

     2. Sam makes leaf rubbings.

     3. Sam decorates with leaves.

	2
	Response identifies two things.

Example:

     1. Sam collects leaves.

     2. Sam decorates with leaves.

	1
	Response identifies one thing.

Example:

     1. Sam collects leaves.

	0
	Response is incorrect or irrelevant.


Keywords:  Reading Strategies, Summarize

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     D
	Know the meaning of specialized vocabulary by applying knowledge of word parts, relationships and meanings.



	GLI:              AV 3.3
	Apply the meaning of the terms synonyms and antonyms.


Multiple Choice Question:

36.    This is a sentence from the selection.

“When my classmates came in, they wee very surprised to see all the lovely leaves.”

Which word is the opposite of the word lovely?

A. large

B. ugly

C. colorful

Commentary:
This multiple choice question asks students to use their knowledge of a word meaning to identify the word with an opposite meaning.   Answer choice A is incorrect because large is not an antonym of lovely. Answer choice B is correct because it serves as the opposite to the word lovely as it appears in the selection. Answer choice C is incorrect because colorful could be an attribute of something lovely. It adds to the description rather than opposing it.

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 36 on the October 2003 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 58%.
Keywords:  Antonym

BACK TO INDEX
Passage:
Sable
Except for her being so skinny, Sable unfolded into a good-sized dog. She leaned against me, standing in the doorway to Pap’s shop.

Pap builds furniture for people who live in places like Boston and Hartford.

I knelt beside Sable, stroking her all over, getting to know her with my hands. “How come Mom doesn’t like dogs?” I asked.

Pap shrugged. “We’d have had a dog a long time ago if it was up to me.”

My hand rested on Sable’s head. “Do you think we could raise Sable?”

A knot tightened right inside my throat, waiting for Pap’s answer.

“Even if Mom was willing,” Pap said, “that mongrel’s sure to disappear in a day or two. Don’t get attached to it, Tate.”

“No, sir,” I said, chewing on my lip.

Pap switched on the planer and started running the oak through. Sable tucked her tail between her legs and backed toward the door.

“Sable,” I said. “I’ve got someplace I want to show you.”

We crossed the yard and climbed the path into the woods. Following the trail, we entered a small clearing surrounded by maple and pine trees.

“Used to be someone had a cabin up here,” I told Sable. “A long time ago.”

In the center of the clearing stood a stone foundation and the remnants of a chimney.

“This is my secret place,” I told Sable. “I have it fixed up just right with everything I need.”

I stashed my best stuff up here: my rock collection, my treasure box. Tucked it all on a shelf inside the old fireplace.

Digging around in the treasure box, I uncovered a ball of twine.

“How about I make you a collar, Sable?” I asked. “Think you’d like that?”

I measured and cut three long strands and started braiding them. Holding the plaited twine against Sable’s neck every now and then, I tested until I had a piece long enough. Sable sat patiently as I tightened the ends around her neck into a square knot.

Next, I pulled out my old hairbrush and plucked the bristles clean.

Gently, I dragged my hairbrush through Sable’s matted fur, careful not to pull. I worked at her tangles, the way Pap worked at mine, until I’d eased them all out.

“You sure look pretty, Sable,” I said when I finished. Sable wagged her tail in a tired circle. All groomed, with a collar on, she really looked like she belonged to somebody.

In the worst way, I wanted her to belong to me. But where could I keep her? Mom wouldn’t let her in the house, not if she was scared of dogs.

And I couldn’t leave her outside, what with the nights so cold and Sable so weak and skinny. And what if she ran away?

I decided I’d build a doghouse. If Pap would let me.
	Word Bank
foundation – the support upon which something rests

plaited – braided

planer – a tool used to make wood smooth

remnants – something that is left over

twine – a string made of two or more pieces twisted together



“Sable” by Karen Hesse.

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     D
	Apply reading skills and strategies to summarize and compare and contrast information in text, between text and across subject areas.

	GLI:            RP 3.4
	Summarize texts, sequencing information accurately and include main ideas and details as appropriate.


Multiple Choice Question:

14.   What is the main idea of this reading selection?

A. A girl’s father teaches her to build a doghouse.

B. A girl learns how to take care of her pet.

C. A girl wants a dog for a pet.

Commentary:

In this multiple choice question students are asked to use information from the selection to make judgments about the main idea. Answer choice A is incorrect. The selection does not state that Tate’s father will teach her to build a doghouse. Answer choice B is an incomplete main idea. Tate is very specific throughout the selection about the type of pet she wants. Another animal would not have met her needs and wants. Answer choice C is correct because Tate’s desire is communicated throughout the selection. In paragraph 3 Tate kneels beside Sable, “stroking her all over, getting to know her with” her hands. Later she asks “Do you think we could raise Sable?” Tate takes Sable to her special place, one that no one knows about, she grooms her and shares with the reader that she would build a doghouse for Sable if she’d be allowed to keep her. Summarizing these details leads students to select the main idea.  

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 14 on the March 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 65%.

Keywords:  Summarize, Main Idea

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     C
	Recognize the defining characteristics and features of different types of literary forms and genres.

	GLI:   

LT 3.4          
	Identify and explain the defining characteristics of literary forms and genres, including fairy tales, folk tales, poetry, fiction and non-fiction.


Multiple Choice Question:

15.   The reading selection is a

A. story.

B. poem.

C. play.

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to differentiate between genres: story, poem and play.  Answer choice A is correct because the genre does provide a fictional account with a plot, characters and setting.  All of which are common characteristics of a “story” genre.  Answer choice B is incorrect because essential characteristics of a poem aren’t present: it is not metrical, does not create word images or produce powerful impressions on the reader.  Answer choice C is also incorrect because the genre is not in the form of a script, does not require physical set up and is not written to be performed.  

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 15 on the March 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 94%.

Keywords:  Genre, Story

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g., literal, inferential and evaluative).

	GLI:                RP 3.7    
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Multiple Choice Question:

16.   What does Tate have hidden in her secret place?

A. a rock collection

B. a dog collar

C. a planer

Commentary:
In this multiple choice question students are asked to show comprehension of the selection by answering a literal question.  Answer choice A is correct because the statement “I stashed my best stuff up here: my rock collection, my treasure box” can be found in the selection. Tate is referring to her special place in the woods where she keeps things that are important to her. Answer choice B is incorrect because the dog collar is made while Tate and Sable are in the special place.  Tate constructed the collar from twine which was stored in that secret hiding place. Answer choice C is incorrect. Although the planer is mentioned in the story, it is not one of the “best stuff” items located in the special place.  The planer is used by Tate’s father in the beginning of the selection.    

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 16 on the March 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 70%.

Keywords:  Literal Question

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	GLI:
LT 3.2
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.


Extended Response Question:
17.   From what you read in the reading selection, how does Tate feel about Sable?

Give three details from the selection to support your answer.

A. 


B. 


C.


Commentary:

This extended response question requires students to make a judgment about the way a character feels and find details that are in the selection as support for that judgment. The selection includes ample information to support how Tate feels.

	Scoring Guidelines

	Points
	Student Responses  

	4
	Response correctly identifies or describes how Tate feels and provides three examples of support.

Example:  Tate cares about Sable

1. She grooms her.

2. She takes her to her special spot.

3. She makes her a collar

	3
	Response correctly identifies how Tate feels and provides two examples.

Example:

1. She wants to build a dog house.

2. She asks her dad if they can keep Sable.

	2
	Response correctly identifies how Tate feels and provides one example.

1. She takes really good care of her

	1
	Response correctly identifies how Tate feels.

Example: she really likes Sable..

	0
	Response is incorrect or irrelevant.  


Performance Data:
	Performance at each Score Point

	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	20%
	23%
	26%
	20%
	10%


Keywords:  Supporting details, Character

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     D
	Explain how an author’s word choice and use of methods influences the   reader.

	GLI:                   LT 3.7
	Describe methods authors use to influence readers’ feelings and attitudes (e.g., appeal of characters in a picture book; use of figurative language).


Multiple Choice Question:

18.    This sentence is from the selection. 

“A knot tightened right inside my throat, waiting for Pap’s answer.”

What does the author mean by “a knot tightened right inside my throat”?

A.  Tate was afraid that Pap would say no.

B.  Tate swallowed something she was chewing.

C.  Tate was beginning to get a sore throat.

Commentary:
This question asks students to correctly interpret a word or phrase used by the author to express a feeling. Answer choice A is the correct answer. Tate asked her father permission to keep the dog. It is apparent from her request that she not only wants to keep Sable, but is nervous that her father might not agree. Answer choice B is incorrect. This shows a literal interpretation of the idiom, not a literal answer to the question. Answer choice C is incorrect. At no point in the text is there an indication of Tate getting sick or not feeling well. 

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 18 on the March 2004 Reading Achievement Test was 81%.

Keywords:  Literal Question

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Make predictions from text clues and cite specific examples to support predictions.

	GLI:                 RP 3.2
	Predict content, events and outcomes by using chapter titles, section headers, illustrations and story topics, and support those predictions with examples from the text.


Short Answer Question:

19.    Using the reading selection, what will Pap say when Tate asks him if she can build a doghouse for Sable?


How do you know? Give one detail from the selection to support your answer.




Commentary:

This short answer question asks students to make a prediction based on information gathered about a character in the selection.

	Scoring Guidelines

	Score Point
	Student Response

	2
	Response provides a reasonable answer with a relevant explanation.

Example: Pap will say yes because he really wants a dog too. He said that they would have had a dog a long time ago if it were up to him. 

Or Pap will say no because he doesn’t want Tate to get attached. He said Sable is a mongrel.

	1
	Response provides a reasonable answer but not a relevant explanation.

Example: Pap will say ask your mother.

	0
	Response if incorrect or irrelevant.


Performance Data:
	Performance at each Score Point

	2
	1
	0

	29%
	56%
	13%


Keywords: Prediction, Support

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A
	Use context clues to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.

	GLI:                           AV 3.1
	Determine the meaning of unknown words using a variety of context clues, including word, sentence and paragraph clues.


Multiple Choice Question:

20.    This sentence is from the selection.

         “Gently, I dragged my hairbrush through Sable’s matted fur, careful not to pull.”

         What does the word matted mean?

A. tangled

B. torn

C. colored

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to use the context of a sentence or selection to determine the meaning an unknown word Answer choice A is correct because Tate had to comb through the matted hair. The dog was a stray, which could also have been a cue that it had not been cared for and as a result, have hair that was knotted and unkempt. Answer choice B is incorrect because there is no indication that any item on or around Sable is ripped or torn. Answer choice C is incorrect because the author has chosen to use the dog’s name to indicate its color. The name or color, do not provide a context for determining the meaning of matted.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 20 on the March 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 83%.

Keywords:  Context clues

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A & C
	Use context clues to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.
Apply structural analysis skills to build and extend vocabulary and to determine word meaning.



	GLI:                AV 3.1,                    AV 3.7
	AV 3.1:      Determine the meaning of unknown words using a variety of context clues, including word, sentence and paragraph clues.
AV 3.7:      Apply knowledge of prefixes, including un-, re-, pre- and suffixes, including -er, -est, -ful and -less to determine meaning of words.


Multiple Choice Question:

21.   This sentence is from the selection

        “Digging around In the treasure box, I uncovered a ball of twine.”

        What does uncovered mean in the sentence?

A. found

B. buried

C. threw out

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to use the context, or information around, the bolded word, to determine its meaning. Answer choice A is the correct answer. Tate had to dig around in her box of treasures to look for the ball of twine. In this particular case the word found is a synonym for uncovered. Something that is not covered can be found. Answer choice B is incorrect because Tate’s treasure box had been buried. However, indicating that the twine was buried is an incorrect reading of the selection. The twine was inside her treasure box. Answer choice C is incorrect. Tate took off the cover, or took it away. Nothing was thrown out.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school student selecting Answer choice A for question 21 on the march 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 79%.

Keywords:  Context Clues

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     D
	Apply reading skills and strategies to summarize and compare and contrast information in text, between text and across subject areas.

	GLI:                                 RP 3.4
	Summarize texts, sequencing information accurately and include main ideas and details as appropriate.


Multiple Choice Question:

22.    What would be another good title for this selection?

A. Making A Doghouse

B. Taking Care of Sable

C. Tate and Pap

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to read a fiction selection and put the most cogent parts together in to a one or two sentence gist statement. This ‘gist’ is called a summary statement. Teachers often define theme as a single statement that summarizes (or gives the gist of) the entire selection. Answer choice A is incorrect. Tate mentions that she would like to build a dog house, and that she would like her father to help her, but those plans are not seen coming together. Answer choice B is correct. The focus of the article seems to be on all of the things that Tate wants to do for her new dog, even before her mother sees it. Answer choice C is incorrect. While it is true these are the only two human characters at the beginning of this selection they are not the theme. The theme is what propels a story forward. In this case it is Tate’s desire for a pet, or desire to take care of one.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 22 on the March 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 77%.

Keywords:  Theme, summary
BACK TO INDEX
Passage:
A Day for Bears

Once upon a time, there was a girl named Molly. Molly went to school. Her sister, Susan, didn’t. Susan was too little. Molly went to school with her friend Mike.

“Do you want me to go with you?” Mama asked on the first day of school.

“No,” Molly said. “You came when I was in first grade. This year I will go with Mike.”

Molly sat on the steps to wait for Mike. When Mike came, he showed Molly his lunch. He had a tuna fish sandwich, an apple, and three cookies.

Mama and Daddy and Susan came out to say good-bye. Molly wanted to go to school but she wasn’t quite ready. “I think I forgot something,” she said.

“What?” Daddy asked.

“Your lunch?” asked Mama.

“Tedda,” said Susan. “You forgot Tedda.” Tedda is Molly’s bear. Susan ran and got her.

“That’s silly,” Mike said. “No one brings a bear to school.”

“I would,” said Susan. “I’d take my bear to school.”

“You are little,” Mike said. “Big kids don’t take bears to school.”

Molly gave her bear to Susan. “Put Tedda back on my bed,” she said.

Molly kissed Mama and Daddy. She waved good-bye to Susan and Tedda.

Molly felt sad all the way to the corner.

“Wait for me,” she said to Mike. Molly ran back and got Tedda.

“People will laugh,” Mike said. “No one takes a bear to school.”

“I do,” Molly said.

So did lots of kids. Six bears came to school on the first day.

“I wish I had my bear,” said Mike.

“A Day for Bears”, from “Stories from the Big Chair” by Ruth Wallace-Brodeur

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and settings.

	GLI:
LT 3.2
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.


Multiple Choice Question:

37.   What is one setting in the reading selection?

A. the steps

B. the chair

C. the bus

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to identify the setting of a story. Setting is defined as the time and place of the action in a selection. Answer choice A is correct. Early in the selection it states that Molly is on the steps waiting for her friend named Mike. She is ready for her first day of school and waiting on what might be her front porch. Answer choice B is incorrect because there is no reference to a chair in the selection. Answer choice C is incorrect because there is no mention of a bus in this selection.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 37 on the March 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 68%.

Keywords:  Setting, Supporting Details

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A
	Establish a purpose for reading and use a range of reading comprehension strategies to understand literary passages and text.

	GLI:
LT 3.2

RP 3.6
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.
Create and use graphic organizers, such as Venn diagrams or webs, to demonstrate comprehension


Extended Response Question:

38.   Using the reading selection, complete the web with four details about Molly.








Commentary:
This extended response question asks students to use a graphic organizer to keep track of Molly’s attributes. Students are to put one characteristic of Molly in each one of the bubbles of the web. 

	Points
	Student Response 

	4
	Response correctly completes the four blanks.

Example: goes to school; is in 2nd grade; loves her teddy bear; has a friend named Mike.

	3
	Response correctly completes three blanks.

Example: goes to school; is in 2nd grade; has a friend named Mike.

	2
	Response correctly completes two blanks.

Example: goes to school; likes her teddy bear.

	1
	Response correctly completes one blank.

Example: is in 2nd grade

	0
	Response is incorrect or irrelevant.


Performance Data:
	Performance at each Score Point

	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	6%
	11%
	21%
	35%
	23%


Keywords:  Comprehension strategies

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A
	Use context clues to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.

	GLI:                         AV 3.1
	Determine the meaning of unknown words using a variety of context clues, including word, sentence and paragraph clues.


Multiple Choice Question:

39.   This is a sentence from the selection.


   “I think I forgot something,”  she said.


 What word means the opposite of forgot?

A. remembered

B. caught

C. undid

Commentary:
This multiple choice question asks students to read the sentence and use the semantic cues to determine the meaning of an unfamiliar word. Once meaning is determined students are to identify the word with the opposite meaning. Answer choice A is correct. If Molly had remembered her bear she would not have returned home. Remember is the opposite then, of forgot. Answer Choice B is incorrect because there is nothing in the text that indicates something was thrown, which is the most common opposite for the word caught. Answer choice C is incorrect because students would be selecting an antonym of did, not a word that carries no relationship to forget.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 39 on the March 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 82%.

Keywords:  Context clues, Antonym
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g., literal, inferential and evaluative).

	GLI:                RP 3.7    
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Multiple Choice Question:

40.  
What did Molly’s sister bring her?

A.  Molly’s backpack

B.  Molly’s bear

C.  Molly’s lunch

Commentary:

This question asks students to answer a literal question.  Answer choice A is incorrect because there is no mention of a backpack in the selection. Answer choice B is correct. Molly’s sister quickly recognizes what it is her sister is missing. She knows what some of Molly’s favorite things are and goes back to their room to retrieve the teddy bear before Molly leaves for school. Answer choice C is incorrect. Molly’s mother asks about her lunch, thinking that may be what she has forgotten. But it is the bear not the lunch that had been left behind.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 40 on the March 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 85%.

Keywords:  Character, support

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     C
	Draw conclusions from information in text.

	GLI:             RP 3.5
	Make inferences regarding events and possible outcomes from information in text.


Multiple Choice Question: 

41.  
What grade are Molly and Mike in this year?

A. second

B. third

C. first

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to use what they know to make inferences and draw conclusions that are based on fact. Answer choice A is correct because Molly makes a statement to her mother early in the selection that indicates she was in first grade last year. Answer choice B is incorrect. There is no information in the text referring to third grade.  Answer choice C is incorrect because Molly states at the beginning of the selection that she was in first grade last year.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 41 on the March 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 67%.

Keywords:  Conclusion

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Identify the theme of a literary text.

	GLI: 

LT 3.6
	Identify stated and implied themes.


Multiple Choice Question:

42.    What is the theme of this reading selection?

A. Big kids ride on buses and bring lunches to school.

B. Big kids can still love and play with their old toys.

C. Big kids should do what their little brothers or sisters tell them.

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to identify the theme of this reading selection. The theme of a literary work is a major idea broad enough to cover all of the information contained within that work. Answer choice A is incorrect. This may be a factual statement related to the topic of the selection. It does not reflect any of the content within the selection and cannot be its main idea. Answer choice B is correct because Molly is nervous about her first day of school and though Mike tells her she will be teased, she takes her bear to school. She is relieved to find out others have done the same. This statement reflects the general idea of the selection. Answer choice C is incorrect. Molly’s sister knows what Molly wants and brings it to her. She is not telling her what to do. 

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 42 on the March 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 79%.

Keywords:  Theme
BACK TO INDEX
Passage:
Ring! Ring!

from “Rockin’ Reptiles” by Stephanie Calmenson and Joanna Cole


Ring! Ring! Early one morning the telephone rang at Allie Gator’s house.  Allie’s father answered it.


“It’s for you, Allie,” he called.  “It’s Amy.”  “I knew that!” said Allie.  She jumped out of bed and ran for the phone.


Allie and Amy were best friends.  They lived in apartment buildings next door to each other.  When they were not together, they were talking on the phone.


“Quick, look out your window,” said Amy.  “Look what it says on that truck outside.”


Allie looked out.  “I can’t read it,” she said.  “I don’t have my glasses on.


“It says Moving Van. And look what they’re unloading,” said Amy.


“I can’t see it.  Everything is fuzzy,” said Allie.


“Please put your glasses on.  This is important!” said Amy.


Allie ran and put on her glasses.  She looked out the window.  She saw the movers taking a bed out of the truck.  On the headboard, in big letters, it said GRACIE.

A bulletin board resting on the sidewalk said GRACIE, too.  So did the toy chest.


“It looks like a girl is moving into your building,” said Amy.


As Allie jumped into her clothes, her head was swimming with questions.  I wonder if Gracie is nice.  I wonder if she likes jumping rope.  Allie and Amy burst out of their doors together.  The movers were taking more and more stuff out of the van.


Just then a car pulled up to the curb.  Behind  the wheel was a lady alligator. A skinny alligator girl was sitting next to her.  She had braces on her teeth.  Her T-shirt had big letters across the front.  The big letters spelled out GRACIE.


The girl opened the car door and jumped out.


“Hi, I am Gracie,” she said.


Amy said, “Hi, I’m Amy and this is Allie.  Welcome to Swamp Street.”

“Used by permission of Harper Collins Publishers
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     C
	Draw conclusions from information in text.

	GLI:             RP 3.5
	Make inferences regarding events and possible outcomes from information in text.


Multiple-Choice Question:
6. This is a paragraph from the selection.

“Allie and Amy were best friends. They lived in apartment buildings next door to each other. When they were not together, they were talking on the phone.”

What does the paragraph tell about Allie and Amy’s friendship?

A. It explains why Allie and Amy need a new friend.

B. It shows that Allie and Amy are close friends.

C. It gives details about where Allie and Amy live.

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to read an excerpt from the selection and to make a determination, or draw a conclusion, about what has been read. Answer choice A is incorrect. Careful reading of the paragraph shows that both Amy and Allie may welcome a new friend, but they are not actively searching for an additional friend. Answer choice B is correct. The first statement reflects the depth of their friendship and the following sentences serve as support. Even though this excerpt gives information about their homes, answer C is incorrect because it does not address the topic of Allie and Amy’s friendship.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 6 on the October 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 72%.

Keywords:  drawing conclusions

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     C
	Draw conclusions from information in the text.

	GLI:             RP 3.5
	Make inferences regarding events and possible outcomes from information in text.


Multiple-Choice Question:
7. How do Amy and Allie feel when they see their new neighbor?

A. confused

B. disappointed

C. excited

Commentary:
This multiple-choice question asks students to use information from the passage to determine how Amy and Allie feel when the new neighbor arrives. Identifying and understanding character development and attributes is an important skill in literary analysis. As students move through the grades, this skill becomes more and more critical to the understanding of text. Answer choice A is incorrect. When Amy calls Allie to tell her to look outside at the truck, she shows how thrilled she is. Allie in turn jumps into her clothes and runs out of the building. These are not confused girls, even though they are filled with questions; these are girls looking forward to meeting their new neighbor. Answer choice B is also incorrect. Nothing in the action or responses of the girls indicates disappointment. Answer choice C is correct. Amy’s insistence that Allie get her glasses, and hurry outside to see all that is going on as well as their quick response and warm welcome to Gracie are evidence of their excitement.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 7 on the October 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 85%.

Keywords:  characters, supporting details

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A
	Use context clues to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.

	GLI:               AV 3.1
	Determine the meaning of unknown words using a variety of context clues, including word, sentence and paragraph clues.


Multiple-Choice Question:

8. This is a sentence from the selection.

“Allie and Amy burst out of their doors together.”

What does burst mean in the sentence?

A. They walked slowly out their doors.

B. They hurried out of their doors.

C. They both broke their doors.
Commentary:
This multiple-choice question asks students to determine the meaning of a word that may be above their independent reading level by using the context of the sentence. Students will often encounter difficult words as they read. It is critical for them to develop strategies to determine word meaning so they don’t become frustrated and stop reading. Answer choice A is incorrect. Because Amy and Allie are excited, they are not moving slowly. Answer choice B is correct. The two girls are anxious to see what is going on, so they move through the doors as quickly as they can. Answer choice C is incorrect. While burst can mean to open forcefully, there is no indication that the doors break when they “burst out of their doors together.” 

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 8 on the October 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 88%.

Keywords:  context clues

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Make predictions from text clues and cite specific examples to support predictions.

	GLI:                  RP 3.2
	Predict content, events and outcomes by using chapter titles, section headers, illustrations and story topics, and support those predictions with examples from the text.


Extended-Response Question:

	9.


	At the end of the reading selection, Allie, Amy and Gracie finally meet. Do you think that the three girls will become friends?

Use three details from the selection to support your answer.

A.________________________________________________________
   ________________________________________________________

B.________________________________________________________

   ________________________________________________________

C.________________________________________________________
   ________________________________________________________
   


Commentary:

This extended-response question asks students to predict if Allie and Amy will become friends with the new girl, Gracie, and to support that prediction with details from the selection.

Scoring Guidelines
	Points
	Student Response

	4
	Response answers yes or no and provides three details to support the answer. 

Example: Yes

1. They live near each other. 

2. Gracie was friendly.

3. Amy and Allie were excited to meet Gracie.

	3
	Response answers yes or no and provides two details to support the answer.

Example: Yes. 

1. Gracie is nice.

2. Amy and Allie are excited to meet her.


	2
	Response answers yes or no and provides one detail to support the answer.

Example: No.

1. Amy and Allie are already friends with each other and don’t want more friends.

	1
	Response answers yes or no.

Example: Yes

	0
	Response is incorrect or irrelevant.


Performance Data: 

The percent of public school students at each score point for question 9 on the October 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was:

	Performance at Each Score Point

0

1

2

3

4

   10%

   21%

   27%

   25%

   16%


Keywords:  supporting details, prediction

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     D
	Explain how an author’s word choice and use of methods influences the reader.

	GLI:                       LT 3.7
	Describe methods authors use to influence readers’ feelings and attitudes (e.g., appeal of characters in a picture book; use of figurative language).


Multiple-Choice Question:
10.   These are sentences from the selection.

“As Allie jumped into her clothes, her head was swimming with questions. I wonder if Gracie is nice. I wonder if she likes jumping rope.”

What does swimming with questions mean in the sentence?

A. Allie finally has all of her questions answered.

B. Allie has many questions she wants answered.

C. Allie can’t wait to hear all of Amy’s questions.

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to use their knowledge of figurative language to determine the author’s intent. In this case the author uses swimming with questions to represent how anxious Allie is to find things out about the new girl who is moving in. Answer choice A is incorrect. Allie has not yet met Gracie; this is one reason that she has so many questions running around in her head. Answer choice B is correct. Picturing a fish tank swarming with fish paints an image of busyness. Allie wants to know all about Gracie. Answer choice C is incorrect; Allie is excited to join Amy and knows that she will have questions also.

Performance Data: 

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 10 on the October 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 79%.

Keywords:  author’s word choice, figurative language

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	GLI:
LT 3.2
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.


Multiple-Choice Question:
11.   What do Amy and Allie notice about the way Gracie looks?

A. Gracie has long hair.

B. Gracie has bright eyes.

C. Gracie has braces.

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to use what they know about the character Gracie to determine what Amy and Allie notice about Gracie’s looks. Questions of this type are important in students’ growing knowledge of characterization. This skill grows and matures through their academic careers. Answer choice A is incorrect; there is no mention of the way Gracie’s hair looks. Answer Choice B is incorrect. The only mention of eyes is in reference to Allie who can’t see without her glasses. Answer choice C is correct. This can be seen in the following sentence from the selection, “A skinny alligator girl was sitting next to her. She had braces on her teeth.”

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 11 on the October 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 82%.

Keywords:  character, supporting details

BACK TO INDEX
Passage:

The Red Woolen Blanket

Bob Graham


Julia had her own blanket right from the start.


Julia was born in the winter.  She slept in her special cot wrapped tight as a parcel.


She had a band of plastic on her wrist with her name on it.


“She’s as bald as an egg,” said her father, helping himself to another chocolate.


Julia came home from the hospital with her new red blanket, a bear, a gray woolen dog and a plastic duck.


Waiting at home for her were a large pair of pants with pink flowers and a beautiful blue jacket specially knitted by her grandmother.


“Isn’t blue for boys?” asked her father.


“No, it doesn’t really matter,” said her mom.


Inside, under the red woolen blanket, Julia slept in her own basket.


Outside, snugly wrapped, she smiled in the watery winter sunshine.


Nothing worried Julia.


Julia grew. She slept in a cot and sucked and chewed the corners of her not-so-new blanket.


She rubbed the red woolen blanket gently against her nose.


Julia’s mom carried her to the shops in a pack on her back.   The pack was meant to carry the shopping.


Julia liked it so much up there that the stroller was used for the shopping and the pack was used for Julia.


Then Julia was crawling and climbing.  Her blanket went with her.


It was chewed and soiled.


Some of it was left behind, some went up the vacuum cleaner, and some of it was walked all over.


Sometimes Julia made her own small room with the blanket.  On the inside it was pink and cozy.


On the outside it was pink and lumpy.  It scared the dog.


Wherever Julian went her blanket went too.


In the spring, and when it was hot; in the autumn, and when it rained.


Julia got bigger.  Her blanket got smaller.


A sizable piece was lost under the lawnmower.


“If Julia ran off deep into a forest,” said her father, “she could find her way back by the blanket threads left behind.”


The day that Julia started school, she had a little blanket not much bigger than a postage stamp ─ because no one else brought a whole blanket to school except Billy, who used his blanket as a “Lone Avenger’s” cape.


Sometime during Julia’s first day at school, she lost the last threads of her blanket.


It may have been while playing in the school yard . . . or having her lunch under the trees.


It could have been anywhere at all but now that she was growing up she hardly missed it.

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A
	Use context clues to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.

	GLI:                AV 3.1
	Determine the meaning of unknown words using a variety of context clues, including word, sentence and paragraph clues.


Multiple-Choice Question:
	21.    This sentence is from the selection:

         “She slept in her special cot wrapped tight as a parcel.”

         What is another word for parcel?

A. puppy

B. package

C. doll
	


Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to use their reading skills to determine the meaning of a word that may be unfamiliar or above their typical reading level. There will be many times during their academic careers that students come upon words they do not know. It is important that they use known cueing strategies to determine word meaning. In this case students are asked to determine the meaning of the word parcel based on information given in the sentence. Answer choice A is incorrect. The sentence indicates that a parcel is something that can be wrapped tight; a puppy would not fit that requirement. Answer choice B is correct. A package can be wrapped tightly as a way of keeping it safe. Answer choice C is incorrect; Julia was an infant and could not be wrapped as a doll.

Performance Data: 

The percent of public school student selecting answer choice B for question 21 on the October 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 74%.

Keywords:  context clues

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g., literal, informational and evaluative).

	GLI:                    RP 3.7
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Short Answer Question:

22.   What are two things Julia comes home with from the hospital?

A. __________________________________________________


      __________________________________________________

B. __________________________________________________

                  __________________________________________________

Commentary:
This short-answer question asks students to answer a literal question. Literal questions are easily and directly answered in the selection. 

Scoring Guidelines
	Points
	Student Response

	2
	Response correctly completes both blanks.

Example: blanket; plastic duck

	1
	Response correctly completes one blank.

Example: blanket

	0
	Response is incorrect or irrelevant.


Performance Data: 

The percent of public schools students at each score point for question 22 on the October 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was

	Performance at Each Score Point

0


1


2

16%


28%


54%


Keywords:  literal questions, comprehension

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	GLI:
LT 3.2
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.


Multiple-Choice Question:
23.   The reading selection takes place over

A. a month.

B. a year.

C. several years.

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to identify elements of time passage from the selection. Students at Grade 3 have been taught that setting is the time and place a narrative occurs. In this case they are to use supporting details from the selection to determine how much time has passed from the time the story begins to when it ends. Answer choice A is incorrect. The story begins with Julia’s birth and ends with her first day of school. Answer choice B is incorrect. The passage of time has to be more than a year to cover the events in the story. Answer choice C is correct; students know that from birth to school age covers a span of several years.

Performance Data: 

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 23 on the October Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 44%.

Keywords:  setting, supporting details

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     D
	Apply reading skills and strategies to summarize and compare and contrast information in text, between text and across subject areas.

	GLI:                RP 3.7    
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Multiple-Choice Question:
24.   How is Julia’s blanket different from Billy’s?

A. Her blanket is cotton.

B. Billy’s blanket is green.

C. Her blanket is very small.

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to compare two different things, Julia’s blanket and Billy’s blanket. It is critical that students have the skill to compare and contrast information. Students begin their academic careers often using graphic organizers to help them develop comparative skills. By Grade 3, students are refining this skill and understanding the process without the visual aide. Answer choice A is incorrect. Students reading the beginning of the passage will remember that the blanket is wool and not cotton, making this choice an incorrect comparison. Answer choice B is incorrect. There is no mention of the color of Billy’s blanket, making this an incorrect comparison as well. Answer choice C is correct. The selection states, “The day that Julia started school, she had a little blanket not much bigger than a postage stamp – because no one else brought a whole blanket to school except Billy, who used his blanket as a Lone Avenger’s cape.”

Performance Data: 

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 24 on the October 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 73%.

Keywords:  compare text

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     D
	Explain how an author’s word choice and use of methods influences the reader.

	GLI:                 LT 3.7
	Describe methods authors use to influence readers’ feelings and attitudes (e.g., appeal of characters in a picture book; use of figurative language).


Multiple-Choice Question:

25.   Why does Julia’s father compare her to an egg?

A. She is shaped like an egg.

B. She doesn’t have any hair.

C. She is a small baby.

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to determine why the author used specific words/language to express the thought of a character. In this case students are to identify one of Julia’s attributes according to her father’s description. The author chose the words “shaped like an egg” to describe the way her head looked when she was an infant. Answer choice A is incorrect. The father mentions nothing about the shape of her head. Answer choice B is correct; father’s statement indicates Julia lacks hair: “She’s bald as an egg.” Answer choice C is incorrect; the reference to an egg is not a comparison to her size.

Performance Data: 

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 25 on the October 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 48%.

Keywords:  word choice 


BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	GLI:
LT 3.3 
	Retell the plot sequence.


Extended-Response Question:

	26.   Use the reading selection to write four events in the order they happened.


A.












B.












C.












D.















Commentary:

This extended-response question asks students to use their knowledge of main ideas, characters and setting to identify and list four events of the story. Often called a summary, students are to make certain that the events they list are in the same order as they are in the selection. 

Scoring Guidelines:
	Points
	Student Response

	4
	Response correctly lists four events in order. 

Example:

1. Julia was born in the winter.

2. Julia came home from the hospital with her blanket.

3. Julia took her blanket everywhere.

4. Julia went to school.


	3
	Response correctly lists three events in order. 

Example:

1. Julia was born. 

2. Julia got a blanket.

3. Julia went to school.


	2
	Response correctly lists two events in order. 

Example:

1. Julia got a blanket.

2. Julia went to school.

	1
	Response correctly lists one event. 

Example:

1. Julia went to school.

	0
	Response is incorrect or irrelevant.


Performance Data: 

The percent of public school students at each score point for question 26 on the October 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was

	Performance at Each Score Point

0

1

2

3

4

10%

12%

17%

24%

32%


Keywords:  setting, characters, main ideas, events

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	GLI:
LT 3.2
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.


Multiple-Choice Question:
27. Where does the last part of the reading selection take place?

A. at the hospital

B. at Juila’s house

C. at Julia’s school

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the setting of the selection at the close of the story. Answer choice A is incorrect. The hospital is the setting for the beginning of the story. Answer choice B is incorrect. Julia’s home is the setting for the middle of the story. Answer choice C is correct. Julia has just begun her first day of school.

Performance Data: 

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 27 on the October 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 70%.

Keywords:  setting, supporting details

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g., literal, informational and evaluative).

	GLI:                RP 3.7    
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Multiple-Choice Question:
28. Why does Julia bring her blanket to school on the first day?

A. The blanket is red and pretty.

B. The blanket makes her feel safe.

C. The blanket helps her sleep.

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to answer a question by drawing conclusions from information given in the text. In this case students are asked why Julia brings her blanket to school. Answer choice A is incorrect. The blanket is red and pretty, but that does not have any bearing on why she takes it to school the first day. Answer choice B is correct. She has had the blanket with her since the day she was born; it represents everything she knows about home and security. Answer choice C is incorrect. Julia doesn’t only sleep with her blanket; the blanket goes everywhere with her.

Performance Data: 

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 28 on the October 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 74%.

Keywords:  draw conclusions

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Make predictions from text clues and cite specific examples to support predictions.

	GLI:                    RP 3.2
	Predict content, events and outcomes by using chapter titles, section headers, illustrations and story topics, and support those predictions with examples from the text.


Multiple-Choice Question:

29.    What do you think Julia says about her blanket when she gets home from her first day of school?

A. I will need a new red blanket.

B. I like Billy’s blanket more than mine.

C. I don’t need my blanket anymore.

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to make a logical prediction based on the information they read. In this case they are to make a prediction about what Julia would say about her blanket after her first day of school. Answer choice A is incorrect. The selection tells the reader “it (blanket) could have been anywhere at all, but now that she was growing up she hardly missed it.” Answer choice B is incorrect. Julia compares the difference in size between her blanket and Billy’s; she does note, however, that no one else brings a whole blanket to school. Answer choice C is correct. The last sentence of the selection lets the reader know that the small piece of blanket has been lost and that Julia isn’t worried about where it might be.

Performance Data: 

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 29 on the October 2004 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 67%.

Keywords:  predictions, text clues, support


BACK TO INDEX
Passage:
The Spelling Bee

I had butterflies in my stomach all morning. Now, it was almost my turn. My palms got sweaty as I waited. I took a deep breath and looked straight ahead. I could do this. I knew I could. I heard my name called. I stood up and walked to the microphone. I took one last deep breath, and then I listened carefully to the announcer’s voice.

“Your final word is ‘educate,’” the announcer said. “Educate.”

At that moment I knew I had won. I stared out into the crowd to find my parents. I looked until I found my parents among a room full of faces. I spoke clearly into the microphone, repeated the word, and then spelled it. My parents leaped out of their seats and began clapping excitedly. My school’s principal ran up onto the stage to give me her congratulations. The announcer brought over a trophy. It had a plaque that said, “Spelling Bee Champion, 2002.” I was thrilled. I had never won a trophy before. As soon as I could, I raced off the stage to find my parents. It only took a minute, since they were rushing toward me as well.

“Well, Rob, I guess all that studying really paid off!” said Dad. “We are so proud of you!” exclaimed Mom. I just stood there holding my trophy and beaming. I couldn’t think of a time when I had ever been happier.

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	GLI:   
LT 2.2               
	Describe characters and setting.


Multiple Choice Question:

7. Who is the main character in “The Spelling Bee”?

A. Mom

B. Dad

C. Rob

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to identify the main character of a reading selection. Grade 3 readers should be able to determine characters and their roles from the details the author uses to describe them in any fictional text. In this item students are using information in 
the story to determine the most important, or main, character.  Answer choice A is incorrect. 
Both mom and dad are present at the spelling bee; however their presence is only in support of Rob. Answer choice B is also incorrect, echoing the same reason as answer choice A. Answer choice C is correct. The focus of the story was Rob and his actions at the spelling bee, making him the main character.

Performance Data:
The percentage of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 7 on the March 2005 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 98%.

Keywords:  character, supporting details

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	GLI:
LT 3.2
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.


Multiple Choice Question:

8. This is a sentence from the selection.

      “I had butterflies in my stomach all morning. Now, it was almost my turn. My palms got sweaty as I waited.”

     How do you think Rob is feeling?

A. nervous

B. sad

C. tired

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to use their understanding of the way an author uses words to describe the way a character feels. This skill is important in the reading process. As these students face more complex texts they will need a concrete understanding of how an 
author’s use words to create mood and tone. Often authors use figurative language to convey these fiction elements. Answer choice A is correct. The expression “I had butterflies in my stomach” is an idiomatic way to describe nervousness. Answer choice B is incorrect. Rob was nervous; there was no indication of him being sad or upset. Answer choice C is also incorrect. Rob was determined and confident as he approached the microphone to spell the last word. There was nothing in the way the author described Rob’s actions/behavior that would indicate tiredness.

Performance Data:
The percent of public schools students selecting answer choice A for question 8 on the March 2005 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 96%.

Keywords:  word choice, figurative language

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Identify the theme of a literary text.

	GLI: 

LT 3.6
	Identify stated and implied themes.


Multiple Choice Question:

9.   What is the theme of “The Spelling Bee?”

A. Soon enough we win all the time.

B. Studying hard has great rewards.

C. It is important to listen very carefully.

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to identify the theme of the selection. Theme is defined as a summation or proposition broad enough to cover the entire scope of a literary work. Sometimes theme is directly stated, other times it is implied. Students need to be able to determine the overall intent or meaning of a work in order to identify theme. This is a skill students will use throughout their academic careers. Answer choice A is incorrect. Rob was the winner of the spelling bee but there is no evidence that he had entered other spelling bees before this one or that he had failed to win first place at others. Answer choice B is correct. The father in the story identifies the theme when he says, “all that studying really paid off!” Answer choice C is incorrect. It is true that listening is a part of being able to identify and spell words correctly and Rob does listen to the announcer carefully. While this is an important detail, it does not present the overall scope of this selection.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 9 on the March 2005 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 71%.

Keywords:  theme, literary text

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g., literal, inferential and evaluative).

	GLI:                RP 3.7    
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Multiple Choice Question:

10.   Why did Rob look to find his parents before he spelled his last word?

A. He wanted to see how they acted when he won.

B. He needed to look at them to help him spell.

C. He wanted to know if they had found seats.

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to answer an inferential question. Inferring requires students to draw conclusions from details in specific text. In this selection students are asked to determine why Rob looked for his parents before he spelled the final word of the spelling bee. In the passage Rob says, “At that moment I knew I had won. I stared out into the crowd to find my parents.” This happens before he begins to spell.  Answer choice A is correct because Rob indicated that he was sure of how to spell the word and knew he would win as a result. He found his parents so that he could see what their reaction to the win. Answer choice B is incorrect. Rob’s dad indicates that Rob did a lot of studying in order to win the spelling bee. There is no reference to his parents helping him during the spelling bee. Answer choice C is incorrect. Rob knew his parents were in the audience, but was initially unsure of where they were seated.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 10 on the March 2005 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 54%.

Keywords:  inferential questions, comprehension
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Make predictions from text clues and cite specific examples to support predictions.

	GLI:              RP 3.2
	Predict content, events and outcomes by using chapter titles, section headers, illustrations and story topics, and support those predictions with examples from the text.


Extended Response Question:

11.    Give another title for this reading selection

Use three examples from the selection to support your title.


A.


B.


C.


Commentary:

This extended response question asks students to use specific information from the selection to determine what another good title could be. Students determine a title and then find statements in the text that make their title a viable option.

Scoring Guidelines:
	Points
	Student Response

	4
	Response provides a title and three supporting details.

example:     Rob, the Great Speller

     1.  In the story Rob wins a spelling bee.

     2. Rob is the Spelling Bee Champion

     3. The whole story is about what a great speller Rob is.

	3
	Response provides a title and two supporting details.

example:     Rob Wins the Spelling Bee!

     1. In the story Rob wins a spelling bee.

     2. He is very excited about winning and this is the main action of the 

       story.

	2
	Response provides a title and a supporting detail.

Example:     Rob Wins a Trophy!

1.  Rob wins a trophy in the story.

	1
	Response provides a title.

Example:     Rob’s Big Day

	0
	Response is incorrect or irrelevant.


Performance Data:
The percent of public schools students at each point for question 11 on the March 2005 Grade Three Reading Achievement Test was:

	Performance at Each Score Point

   0


   1


   2


    3


    4                 
8%


5%


9%


22%


55%


Keywords:  main idea, supporting details

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A
	Use context clues to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.

	GLI:                AV 3.1
	Determine the meaning of unknown words using a variety of context clues, including word, sentence and paragraph clues.


Multiple Choice Question:

12.    This is a sentence from the selection.

         “I was thrilled. I had never won a trophy before.”

         Which word means the opposite of thrilled?

A. disappointed

B. confused

C. excited

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to determine the meaning of a word within the context of a given sentence. Once meaning has been determined, students are to find the antonym or opposite. Answer choice A is correct because it is evident from the story that Rob is proud and excited about his victory. He does not show signs of disappointment. Answer choice B is incorrect because understanding or lack of confusion can not be used as synonymously for thrilled. This makes using the opposite, confused, an incorrect choice. Answer choice C. is incorrect. Thrilled and excited are synonyms, or words that share the same meanings.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 12 on the March 2005 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 61%.

Keywords:  context clues, meaning, vocabulary, antonym/opposite
BACK TO INDEX
Passage:
They’re Here!

from “Joey’s Way” by Kate Aver

Joey carried her pail to the living room and settled into the window seat to watch for Gramp and Grandma. After a while she saw their station wagon pull into the driveway.

“They’re here! They’re here!” she yelled as she hurried to the front door. Sam and Beth were right behind her, and they all greeted Gramp and Grandma.

“Look at you three,” Gramp said in his big, deep voice. “I think you’ve each grown about a foot since we saw you in the summer!” The children helped Gramp and Grandma bring in their bags. “Are we going somewhere this time, Gramp?” Joey asked.

“You bet,” he said.

“Where?” Joey wanted to know.

“Let’s keep it a surprise for now,” he answered with a wink. Gramp and Grandma visited with Mom until it was time for her to leave. “Now you be good for Gramp and Grandma,” she told the children, “and I’ll see you tomorrow night.”

After their mom left, they helped Grandma pack a snack and went out to the car. Sam climbed in first and sat in the back by the window. Beth got in and sat by the other window. Joey got in last and climbed over into the front seat with Gramp. She turned around and grinned.

“Hey! You can’t sit up there, Joey,” Sam complained.

“Yeah,” agreed Beth, “you’re supposed to sit back here with us.”

Grandma climbed in the back. “That’s okay,” she said. “Let Joey ride up front awhile. I’d like to sit with you two, anyway.” 

Gramp started the car. “Now will you tell us where we’re going, Gramp?” Joey asked.

“I’ll sing you a hint,” said Gramp. “See if you can guess.”

His deep voice began . . . “Oh, I’ll take you back to that place in the trees, where Autumn is painted on all of the leaves . . . .”

“Sounds like the woods to me,” Joey guessed.

“Right! Good guess, Joey.”
Joey looked down at her pail.

“Gramp?” she asked. “Do you think I’ll find treasures there?”

“I’m sure you will, Joey. The woods are full of treasures.”

Reprinted with the permission of Margaret K. McElderry Books, an imprint of Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing Division from JOEY’S WAY by Kate Aver. Text Copyright © 1992 Kathleen Aver Goff.

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	GLI:
LT 3.2
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.


Multiple Choice Question:

18.   How does Joey feel after Grandma lets her sit up front with Gramp?

A. happy

B. angry

C. quiet

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks student to identify the feelings of the character, Joey, in this passage. Joey had been looking forward to the visit from her grandparents. She was anxious to get to the car and go for a ride with them. When she got into the front seat of the car, she turned and grinned at her siblings. Answer choice A is correct. Joey’s excitement and smile reflect her happiness. Answer choice B is incorrect. There is nothing in the passage that indicates she is troubled or bothered by anything. Answer choice C is also incorrect. Joey is very talkative as they begin their picnic trip.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 18 on the March 2005 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 88%.

Keywords:  character, supporting ideas

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	GLI:

LT 3.2
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.


Multiple Choice Question:

19. Where is Joey when Gramp starts to sing?

A. in the forest

B. in the station wagon

C. in the television room

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to identify the setting of this selection. Setting is defined as the time and place in which a narrative occurs. In this selection there are two settings, home and the car. Answer choice A is incorrect because the characters are on their way to the picnic site. They do not get to the forest/woods during this excerpt. Answer choice B is correct. While they are driving, Gramp gives the children a hint about their destination. To make giving the hint more fun, he sings it to them. Answer choice C is incorrect. Sam and Beth decide to watch cartoons while waiting for the grandparents, there are no cartoons playing when Gramp sings.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 19 on the March 2005 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 77%

Keywords:  setting, supporting detail

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     C
	Recognize the defining characteristics and features of different types of literary forms and genres.

	GLI:   

LT 3.4          
	Identify and explain the defining characteristics of literary forms and genres, including fairy tales, folk tales, poetry, fiction and non-fiction.


Multiple Choice Question:

20. The reading selection is a 

A. poem.

B. play.

C. story.
Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to identify the literary genre of this selection. Third grade students have been taught the identifying features of fairy tales, folktales, fiction/stories, poetry, and nonfiction or informational text. Answer choice A is incorrect. The passage does not have any poetic elements (e.g., rhythm, rhyme, metre). Answer choice B is incorrect. Students are aware that a play has continuous dialogue and direction for production. Answer choice C is correct. The selection is a piece of fiction that narrates a chain of related events making it a story.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 20 on the March 2005 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 91%.

Keywords:  genre, literary forms

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     LT-B

RP-A
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.
Establish a purpose for reading and use a range of reading comprehension strategies to understand literary passages and text.

	GLI:

LT 1.2

RP 3.6
	Identify characters, setting and events in a story.
Create and use graphic organizers, such as Venn diagrams and webs, to demonstrate comprehension.


Short Answer Question:

21. Complete the web with the names of all the characters from the reading selection.


Commentary:

This constructed response question asks students to identify all of the characters in the selection and place that information on the web. Using the web format is a way for students to organize their thoughts as well as providing a format for their answers. It is a visual representation of what they are thinking. The characters missing from this web are Grandma and Beth.

Scoring Guidelines:
	Points
	Student Response

	2
	Response correctly completes both blanks.

Example: Grandma; Beth

	1
	Response correctly completes on blank

Example: Beth

	0
	Response is incorrect or irrelevant


Performance Data:
The percentage of public school students at each score point for question 21 on the March 2005 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 

	Performance at Each Score Point

 0

  1

  2

3%

15%

81%


Keywords:  reading comprehension, organizer, web

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     C
	Draw conclusion from information in the text.

	GLI:                      RP 3.5
	Make inferences regarding events and possible outcomes from information in text.


Multiple Choice Question:

22. Why does Joey take her pail with her in the car?

A. She has her snack in her pail.

B. She keeps her treasures in her pail.

C. She forgets to put it back in her room.

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to come to a conclusion based on specific information in the selection. In the second paragraph of the selection the reader is told that Joey, “jumped up, dressed quickly, and got out the shiny red pail she collected treasures in.” Later in the selection she hugs her pail while waiting for her grandparents to pull into the 
driveway. Finally she asks Gramp, while on their way to the picnic, if they will be able to find ‘treasures’ at the picnic site. Each of these statements shows the importance of the pail in Joey’s life. Answer choice A is incorrect. The pail and snack are never mentioned together and Joey would not have considered snack as a treasure. Answer choice B is correct. The passage clearly shows what treasures she already has and her expectancy at finding more. Answer choice C is incorrect. Careful reading will show that Joey was very aware of her pail throughout the selection. She got it out with the intent of keeping it with her.

Performance Data:
The percentage of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 22 on the March 2005 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 84%

Keywords:  conclusion

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g. literal, inferential, and evaluative).

	GLI:                RP 3.7    
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Multiple Choice Question:

23. When was the last time Gramp and Grandma saw Joey and her brother and sister?

A. last winter

B. last autumn

C. last summer

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to answer a literal question. Literal questions are those whose answers can be found stated in the text, often in a direct quotation. In this case, Gramp says to the children, “I think you’ve each grown about a foot since we saw you in the summer.” Being able to answer literal questions show that students have comprehended the text they have read. Answer choice A is incorrect; this is not the season the grandfather was referring to. Answer choice B is also incorrect; the season at the time of the story is autumn which is pointed out by the grandfather near the end of the story. This is not related to how much they grew. Answer choice B is correct. Based on information found near the beginning of the selection, students remember what the grandfather indicated about the last time they visited.

Performance Data:
The percentage of public school students selecting answer C for question 23 on the March 2005 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 88%

Keywords:  literal questions, comprehension
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A
	Use context clues to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.

	GLI:                AV 3.1
	Determine the meaning of unknown words using a variety of context clues, including word, sentence and paragraph clues.


Multiple Choice Question:

24. 
This is a sentence from the selection.

“Joey carried her pail to the living room and settled into the window seat to watch for Gramp and Grandma.”


What does the word settled mean?

A. got bored

B. got comfortable

C. got tired

Commentary:

This multiple choice questions asks students to determine the meaning of a new or unfamiliar word by using the context clues around it. Context clues are defined as information a reader may obtain from a text that helps confirm the meaning of a word or group of words. This skill is critical to readers, especially when encountering new vocabulary. It enables students to use what they already know to determine something with which they may be unfamiliar. Answer choice A is incorrect because the passage reflects Joey’s excitement and anxiousness. Answer choice B is correct. Joey made herself comfortable the window seat so that she could watch for her grandparents. Answer choice C is incorrect. Joey exhibited the exact opposite behavior waking up early and filled with energy.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 24 on the March 2005 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 83.2%.

Keywords:  context clues, vocabulary

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	GLI:

LT 3.2
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.


Extended Response Question:

25. 
What are two of Joey’s characteristics? Use details from the reading selection to support your answers.

Characteristic

A.

I know this because




Characteristic

B.
I know this because




Commentary:

This extended response question asks students to identify two attributes of Joey’s character. These attributes or characteristics can be determined by the way the author describes the character, the way others talk about the character and the way the character acts and thinks.

Scoring Guidelines:
	Points
	Student Response 

	4
	Response correctly names two characteristics with examples.

Example:

Excited; she wakes up very early and gets ready

Neat; she took good care of all her treasures

	3
	Response correctly names two characteristics with an example for one of them.

Example:

Excited; she wakes up very early and gets ready

Neat;

	2
	Response correctly names two characteristics OR one characteristic with an example.

Example:

Excited; careful

	1
	Response correctly names on characteristic.

Example:

neat

	0
	Response is incorrect or irrelevant


Performance Data:
The percent of public schools students at each score point for question 25 on the March 2005 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was:

	Performance at Each Score Point

          0


  1


  2


 3

  4

        38%


10%


21%


8%

19%


Keywords:  supporting details; characters

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g., literal, informational and evaluative).

	GLI: 

RP 3.6

RP 3.7
	Create and use graphic organizers, such as Venn diagrams or webs, to demonstrate comprehension.
Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Multiple Choice Question:

26. Which detail completes the web below?

A. blue feather

B. blue rocks

C. her desk

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to make use of a reading comprehension strategy as a way to show what they know. This graphic organizer, or web, provides the three of the four things Joey has in her pail. Using the web information, students are being asked to write the fourth treasure in the appropriate oval. Answer choice A is correct. In her pail she has unbroken crayons, wildflowers, the blue feather and a bag with shiny grains of sand. Answer choice B is incorrect. There has been no mention of rocks in the passage. Answer choice C is also incorrect and illogical. A student choosing this answer may think the web is asking for places where the treasure can be found. This would be a misinterpretation.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 26 on the March 2005 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 83%.

Keywords:  comprehension strategies

BACK TO INDEX
Passage:

What Kind of a Baby-Sitter Is This? 

by Dolores Johnson

Kevin’s mother was getting all dressed up to go out. And then the doorbell rang.

“Not another baby-sitter!” cried Kevin. “You said you’d take me with you next time!

“If you leave me tonight I . . . I . . . I . . . I’m not going to be your friend!’’

“Kevin,” said his mother. “This is Mrs. Lovey Pritchard. She’ll take care of you while I’m away at school.”

“Take a look at that face, that sweet little face,” said the baby-sitter. “You can call me Aunt Lovey, sugar dumpling.”

“Mom, take me with you!” yelled Kevin. 

“So you’re the little boy who doesn’t like baby-sitters,” said Aunt Lovey. “Well, we’re going to have such fun together.”

“Mom, don’t leave me with her puullleeease!” yelled Kevin.

“Don’t you worry about us, little mother,” said the baby-sitter. “Kevin and I will be just fine.”

“Well, I’m leaving, too!” said Kevin as he stormed through the kitchen out to the back porch. “That old lady will never miss me. She’ll be busy doing what baby-sitters do—painting her toenails, talking on the telephone, and eating the good stuff in the refrigerator. Hey, she’d better not eat that last piece of cake!”

Kevin sneaked back into the kitchen. “Isn’t she even gonna come after me? Is that lady so dumb she doesn’t know I’m gone?” From his hiding place, Kevin heard the click of a switch and then the roar of the television. “So that’s what she’s doing. She’s watching soap operas. And my mom is paying her a zillion dollars to watch me.”

Aunt Lovey started yelling, jumping up and down, and clapping. “She’s watching my baseball game! My mom wouldn’t even watch it. What kind of a baby-sitter is this? She’s supposed to be yelling at me.”

The baby-sitter started pulling things from her handbag. She put a baseball cap on her head. She laid some baseball cards on the couch, and she waved a pennant in the air.

“I wish she would put that pennant down,” said Kevin. “I can hardly see.”

“And it’s a Badger pennant,” continued Kevin. “That proves it. She doesn’t know anything about baseball. Everybody knows that the Badgers can’t win.”

When the ball game ended, and the Badgers had won, Aunt Lovey turned off the television set. She was so busy pulling things out of her purse, it seems she never even noticed Kevin.

“Oh, no” said Kevin. “Here it comes now . . . her telephone numbers  . . . her nail polish . . . those kissy-kissy books that baby-sitters read.”

But Aunt Lovey pulled out a book about baseball, opened it, and began to read softly.

“I wish she would speak up,” said Kevin. “I can hardly hear.”

So Kevin crawled closer and Aunt Lovey read louder, and they read, and played games, and told jokes, and laughed so much that they didn’t even notice when Kevin’s mother came home.
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Identify the theme of a literary text.



	GLI: 

LT 3.6
	Identify stated and implied themes.


21. 
What is the theme of “What Kind of Baby-Sitter Is This?”
A. Baby-sitters can help you.

B. Baby-sitters can be lots of fun.

C. Baby-sitters watch baseball.

Correct Answer:
B

Performance Data:
N/A

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	GLI:     
LT 1.2            
	Identify characters, setting and events in a story


22. 
Which character appears only at the beginning and the end of the reading selection?
A. Kevin

B. Kevin’s mom

C. Aunt Lovey
Correct Answer:
B
Performance Data:
N/A

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	GLI:

LT 3.2
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.


23. 
This is a sentence from the selection. “Isn’t she even gonna come after me?”

When Kevin thinks this, what do you think he is feeling?
A. tired

B. scared

C. curious
Correct Answer:
C

Performance Data:
N/A
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A
	Use context clues to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.

	GLI:                    AV 3.1
	Determine the meaning of unknown words using a variety of context clues, including word, sentence and paragraph clues.


Multiple Choice Question:
24.  This is a sentence from the selection.

“From his hiding place, Kevin heard the click of a switch and then the roar of the television.”

What does roar mean in this sentence?

A. loud noise

B. angry growl

C. scared bark

Commentary:
This multiple choice question asks students to use the context of the sentence to determine the meaning of a specific word. In this case, the word roar has multiple meanings. The student is to select the meaning that best fits the use of roar in this context. Answer choice A is correct. The sentence provides the clue that the roar is associated with the television. Because of that connection, loud noise is the appropriate choice. Answer choice B is incorrect. Angry growl would suggest that there would be an animal of sort in the story. That is not the case. Answer choice C is incorrect. Again there is no mention of an animal in the selection.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 24 on the October 2005 Ohio Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 74%.
Keywords:  context clues, vocabulary

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     C
	Draw conclusions from information in text.

	GLI:                   RP 3.5
	Make inferences regarding events and possible outcomes from information in text.


Multiple Choice Question:
25. Why does Kevin think the baby-sitter will watch soap operas?

A. Soap operas are the only things on television at the time his mother has class.

B. Kevin’s mom likes to watch soap operas, so he thinks the baby-sitter would too.

C. Kevin’s other baby-sitters watch soap operas, so he thinks that all baby sitters do.

Commentary:
This multiple choice question asks students to draw a conclusion based on information in the text. Answer choice A is incorrect. There is no information about what may or may not be on the television at the time that Kevin’s baby-sitter is there. Answer choice B is incorrect. Kevin’s mother does not watch soap operas in the selection, nor is there any indication that she may have done so at one time or another. Answer choice C is correct. Kevin refers to several things that other baby sitters do. It is a logical conclusion that he would draw about this baby-sitter watching soap operas.
Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 25 on the October 2005 Ohio Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 51%.
Keyword:  draw conclusions

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	GLI:

LT 3.2
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.


Multiple Choice Question:
26.  Where is Kevin at the end of the reading selection?

A. with the Badgers

B. with Aunt Lovey

C. in the kitchen

Commentary:
This multiple choice question asks students to determine the setting Kevin is found in at the end of the selection. Answer choice A is incorrect. Aunt Lovey and Kevin are watching the Badgers on television, but they are not physically at the game. Answer choice B is correct. Aunt Lovey is reading a book about baseball and lured Kevin to come and sit with her. Answer choice C is incorrect. 

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 26 on the October 2005 Ohio Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 80%.
Keywords:  supporting details, characters, setting

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	GLI:

LT 3.2
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.


Extended Response Question:
27. Describe how Kevin feels at the beginning, in the middle and at the end of the selection. Use examples from the selection to support your answers.

In the beginning, Kevin feels


Example:


In the middle, Kevin feels

Example:


At the end Kevin feels


Example:


Commentary:
This extended response question asks students to identify how Kevin feels at three points of the selection and provide support for their choices.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students at each score point question 27 on the October 2005 Ohio Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was:

	Performance at each Score Point

	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	57%
	6%
	19%
	3%
	12%


Scoring Guidelines
	Points
	Student Responses

	4
	Response correctly identifies how Kevin feels and provides relevant examples.

Example:

1. upset; he cries to his mother and begs her not to leave

2. surprised; the babysitter watched baseball instead of soap operas and Kevin wondered, what kind of babysitter is this?

3. happy; he is laughing with Aunt Lovey

	3
	Response correctly identifies how Kevin feels and provides one relevant Example.

1. upset; he cries to his mother and begs her not to leave

2. happy; he is laughing with Aunt Lovey

	2
	Response correctly identifies how Kevin feels for both parts of the story OR response correctly identifies how Kevin feels for one part of the story and provides a relevant example.

Example:

1. mad; he cries to his mother and begs her not to leave

2. glad

	1
	Response correctly identifies how Kevin is feeling for one part of the story.

1. angry: he cries to his mother and begs her not to leave

	0
	


Keywords:  character, supporting details

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Make predictions from text clues and cite specific examples to support predictions.

	GLI:            RP 3.2
	Predict content, events and outcomes by using chapter titles, section headers, illustrations and story topics, and support those predictions with examples from the text.


Multiple Choice Question:
28.  What will probably happen the next time Kevin’s mother goes out?

A. Kevin will demand to go with his mother again.

B. Kevin will ask if Aunt Lovey can baby-sit for him.

C. Kevin will ask his mother to get him a new baby-sitter.

Commentary:
This multiple choice question asks students to determine what might happen in the future based on information they have read in the selection. Answer choice A is incorrect. This is not a logical prediction. Kevin demanded to go because of previous experience with babysitters, but this time his experience was significantly different. Answer choice B is correct. Kevin had a good time with Aunt Lovey and would probably want her to return. Answer choice C is incorrect. Kevin liked the time that he spent with Aunt Lovey and would probably be upset if a new person came to baby-sit him.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 28 on the October 2005 Ohio Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 75%.
Keywords:  predictions, text clues, support

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     D
	Apply reading skills and strategies to summarize and compare and contrast information in text, between text and across subject areas.

	GLI:                       RP 3.4
	Summarize texts, sequencing information accurately and include main ideas and details as appropriate.


Short Answer Question:
29. What’s another good title for this reading selection?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Give one detail from the selection to support your answer.

________________________________________________________________________
Commentary:
This short answer question asks students to demonstrate their comprehension by creating a new title for the selection they read.
Performance Data:
The percent of public school students at each score point for question 29 on the October 2005 Ohio Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was:

	Performance at Each Score Point

	0
	1
	2

	26%
	29%
	42%


Scoring Guidelines 
	Points
	Student Responses

	2
	Response correctly completes both blanks.

Example:

Meeting Aunt Lovey; in the story Kevin meets Aunt Lovey when she comes to baby-sit him.

	1
	Response correctly completes one blank.

Example: Kevin and His Babysitter

	0
	Response is incorrect or irrelevant.


Keyword:  comprehension

BACK TO INDEX
Passage:

The Golden Touch 
by John Warren Stewig 

Once upon a time there lived a king. He was fonder of gold than of anything, except for his daughter, Marygold.


He took to spending most of his time in the dungeon beneath the castle, examining all his treasures.


One day, Midas looked up and saw a stranger.


The stranger gazed around. “I doubt whether any four walls contain as much gold as you have here.”


“I have done pretty well,” Midas agreed. “But this is merely a small portion of the world’s gold.”


“What!” exclaimed the stranger. “Then you are not content? What would satisfy you?”


Said Midas, “I wish that everything I touch might turn to gold.”


“Be it as you wish,” agreed the stranger. “Tomorrow you will have the Golden Touch.”


The next day, Midas jumped out of bed and ran around the room, grasping everything within reach. A bedpost turned into gold. A window curtain grew gold and heavy in his hand.


The maid summoned the king to breakfast. As Midas poured himself coffee, the pot changed into gold. He lifted the cup. The instant his lips touched the coffee, it hardened to a lump! He roared.

Marygold came to comfort him. Midas bent down to kiss his daughter. The moment his lips touched Marygold’s forehead, her face became glittering yellow.


Midas looked up and saw the stranger standing near the door.


“So you’ve made a discovery,” observed the stranger. “Which is of more value: the Golden Touch or your own loving daughter?”


“Oh, my child,” answered Midas.


“You are wiser now,” said the stranger. “Do you wish to rid yourself of the Golden Touch?” 

“Go and plunge into the river. Take a vase of the water and sprinkle it over any object you desire to change into its former condition.”

The king hastened to the river. He dipped the pitcher into the water. He rushed to the palace and poured water over Marygold. She began to sputter—she remembered nothing.

For as long as King Midas lived, he would declare, “Ever since that morning, I cannot stand the sight of gold.”

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g., literal, inferential and evaluative).

	GLI:              RP 3.7
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Multiple Choice Question:
21.  Where is Midas when he meets the stranger the first time?

A. in his bedroom

B. in the river

C. in the dungeon

Commentary:
This multiple choice question asks students a literal question. This type of question can be answered by information stated directly in the text. Answer choice A is incorrect. King Midas does not go to his bedroom until after he sees the stranger. Answer choice B is incorrect. King Midas goes to the river to rid himself of the golden touch after his second meeting with the stranger. Answer choice C is correct. King Midas is in the dungeon counting his gold when he meets the stranger the first time.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 21 on the March 2006 Ohio Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 83%.

Keywords:  Literal questions, comprehension

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     LT-C & RP-C
	Recognize the defining characteristics and features of different types of literary forms and genres.
Draw conclusions from information in the text.

	GLI:                      LT 3.4,                  RP 3.7
	LT 3.4:       Identify and explain the defining characteristics of literary forms and genres, including fairy tales, folk tales, poetry, fiction and non-fiction.
RP 3.7:      Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Multiple Choice Question:
22. What happens just before Midas roars?

A. He turns a bedpost into gold.

B. He turns his coffee into gold.

C. He turns his daughter into.

Commentary:
This multiple choice question asks students to compare plot events. The first occurs before King Midas roars and the second after. Answer choice A is incorrect. Midas turned the bedpost into gold once he woke up. Other things happened after that which caused him to roar. Answer choice B is correct. The passage says, “The instant his lips touched the coffee, it hardened to a lump! He roared! Answer choice C is incorrect. Midas turns his coffee into gold after he roars.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 22 on the March 2006 Ohio Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 58%.

Keywords:  Plot
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Identify the theme of a literary text.

	GLI: 

LT 3.6
	Identify stated and implied themes.


Multiple Choice Question:
23. What is the theme of this selection?

A. It is better to save gold than to spend it.

B. Gold is the most beautiful thing in the world.

C. Love is worth much more than gold.

Commentary:
This multiple choice question asks students to identify the theme of the selection. Theme is defined as an idea broad enough to cover the scope of a literary work. Answer choice A incorrect. Midas was saving his gold at the beginning of the passage, this was not the message carried throughout. Answer choice B is incorrect. Midas learned a powerful lesson that is the opposite of this statement. Answer choice C is correct. The theme of the passage is that love is worth much more than gold, Midas knew his daughter was more important to him than all of the gold he possessed.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 23 on the March 2006 Ohio Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 75%.

Keywords:  Theme

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     D
	Explain how an author’s word choice and use of methods influences the reader.

	GLI:                       LT 3.5
	Explain how an author’s choice of words appeals to the senses.


Multiple Choice Question:
24. Which detail shows that this selection is a fairy tale?

A. King Midas has a daughter.

B. King Midas has a dungeon full of treasure.

C. King Midas gets the Golden Touch.

Commentary:
This multiple choice question asks students to determine what genre of literature the selection best fits. To answer this question, students need to know the common characteristics of genres appropriate for their grade level. Answer choice A is incorrect. Fairy tales are identified by magical happenings and fanciful beings. Midas’ daughter does not do magic, nor is she a fanciful being. Answer choice B is incorrect. Midas having a dungeon could be a fact in any story; the dungeon does not make it a fairy tale. Answer choice C is correct. Fairy tales typically include some evidence of magic. In this case that magic is the “golden touch” that was given to King Midas. 

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 24 on the March 2006 Ohio Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 85%.

Keywords:  Genre, Characteristics
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B & E
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.
Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g., literal, informational and evaluative).

	GLI:                        LT 3.2,                 RP 3.7
	LT 3.2:    Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.
RP 3.7:   Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Extended Response Question:

25. What part of Midas’s treasures does he value most at the beginning of the story?

________________________________________________________________

What events lead him to realize he has valued the wrong thing?

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

What step does Midas take to show he values something else more?


________________________________________________________________

Commentary:
This extended response question asks students to draw conclusions about Midas based on information in the text. 

Scoring Guidelines
	Points
	Student Response

	4
	Points awarded for a complete and accurate statement.

Response must include one correct answer for the first question, two correct answers for the second question, and one correct answer for the third question.

Examples for 1 (the word can stand alone or can be used in a sentence):

· gold 

· daughter 

· Marygold

Examples for 2:

· received the golden touch 

· turns things into gold 

· wished he had the golden touch 

· accepted the golden touch

· turned daughter into gold

Note: “golden touch” cannot stand alone as an answer because it is not an event.

Examples for 3:

· jumped into the river to get rid of the golden touch

turned his daughter back to normal by sprinkling water on her

	3
	Points awarded for a mostly complete and largely accurate statement.

Response includes three of the four possible correct answers listed above.

	2
	Points awarded for a partially complete and mostly inaccurate statement.

Response includes two of the four possible correct answers listed above.

	1
	Point awarded for a largely incomplete and mostly inaccurate statement.

Response includes one of the four possible correct answers listed above.

	0
	No point awarded if a statement is non-existent or completely inaccurate.

Response does not contain any of the four possible correct answers listed above, is incomplete, irrelevant or blank.


Performance Data: 

The percent of public school students at each score point for question 25 on the March 2006 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was %

	Performance at each Score Point

	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	3%
	19%
	33%
	28%
	16%


Keywords:  conclusions, comprehension

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     D
	Know the meaning of specialized vocabulary by applying knowledge of word parts, relationships and meanings.

	GLI:                    AV 3.3
	Apply the meaning of the terms synonyms and antonyms.


Multiple Choice Question:
26. This sentence is from the selection.


“The stranger gazed around.”


Which word is a synonym for gazed?

A. looked

B. walked

C. danced

Commentary:
This multiple choice item asks students to identify a synonym for the word gazed. A synonym is a word that shares the same meaning with another word. Answer choice A is correct. Looked is a synonym for gazed. Answer choice B is incorrect. Walked is not a synonym, it does not have any characteristics related to seeing. Answer choice C is incorrect. Danced is not a synonym, it does not have any characteristics related to seeing.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 26 on the March 2006 Ohio Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 83%.

Keywords:  Word Relationships

BACK TO INDEX
Passage:

Dardanella
by M.D. Howitt

“Ow! Get me a Band-Aid…quick!” Dardanella yelled to her brother. She sat on the steps and removed her in-line skates. “That’s enough for me!”

Charlie opened the screen door and handed her a Band-Aid. He said, “You can’t quit now. You’ve just started. It takes practice.”

“My knees hurt!” Dardanella yelled as she carried her skates and pads to her room.

Bored, Dardanella sat at her desk and drew a picture of an in-line skater. She sighed and thought, I’m not good at anything.
The next day at recess, Dardanella watched as her friend, Melissa, and three girls from Melissa’s ballet class whirled and practiced their dance moves.

Dardanella told her mom, “I want to take ballet lessons!”

Dardanella got shoes and a costume and went to the lessons. But she found it tiresome to do the same movements again and again.

After a few lessons, Dardanella told her mom, “I’m not going anymore.” She put her shoes and costume on the shelf next to her skates and pads.

Bored, she drew a picture of a lovely ballerina. She sighed and said to herself, I’m not good at anything.

One day after school, Dardanella visited Amanda. Amanda was strumming her guitar.

“Is it difficult to play the guitar?” Dardanella asked.

“A little,” Amanda answered. “But with practice, I’m getting better at it.”

Dardanella told her mom, “I want to play the guitar!”

Dardanella got a secondhand guitar. She tried to play it, but the strings hurt her fingers and she had to rest. Then Dardanella banged the guitar too hard and accidentally broke a string. She leaned the guitar against the wall under the shelf holding the in-line skates and pads and ballet shoes and costume.

Bored, Dardanella drew a picture of a girl playing a guitar. She sighed and thought, I’m not good at anything.

Just then, Charlie walked into Dardanella’s room. “I think that’s one of the best pictures you’ve ever drawn,” he said.

“Thanks,” she answered. “Charlie, what should I do? Tomorrow is Talent Day at school, but I’m not talented at anything.”

“Well, you could take your drawings,” Charlie suggested.

Dardanella sighed. What else could she do? So the next day, she gathered her drawings and trudged to school.

Before the talent contest began, Dardanella laid her drawings on Ms. Smidley’s desk. Then she watched as Melissa danced and Amanda played her guitar.

At the end of Talent Day, the teachers selected the winner.

Ms. Smidley announced, “You were all so good, everyone is getting a red ribbon!” The kids clapped and cheered. Ms. Smidley added, “Except Dardanella. Dardanella gets a big blue ribbon. She’s the winner!”

Ms. Smidley asked Dardanella to come to the front of the room. “I didn’t know you could draw so well, Dardanella. Would you tell us your secret?”

Dardanella thought and thought. She asked herself, What made me good at drawing?
At last she had the answer. Dardanella smiled and said, “Practice!”

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Identify the theme of a literary text.

	GLI: 

LT 3.6
	Identify stated and implied themes.


Multiple Choice Question:

16. What lesson does Dardanella learn?

A. To be good at something takes practice.

B. Adults force kids to do too many sports and hobbies.

C. If you aren’t good at something right away, you should just give up.

Commentary:
In this question, students need to choose the theme (the subject or underlying message) of the reading selection. Using reading comprehension skills to recognize and understand themes is an expectation for 3rd grade students based on Ohio’s Academic Content Standards in English Language Arts. Answer choice A is correct. Each time Dardanella tries and fails at a task, she draws a picture of what she did — she practices drawing. By the end of the story, Dardanella wins a blue ribbon for her art. When she is asked how she got so good, she thinks about it and says, “Practice.” Answer choice B is incorrect. Dardanella tries a lot of new hobbies like the guitar and ballet, but her parents do not force her to do them. Dardanella chooses to try new sports and hobbies. Answer choice C is incorrect. Dardanella does not just give up when she feels that she is not good at anything; instead, she tries different hobbies until she realizes that she is good at drawing.

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 16 on the May 2007 Grade 3 Reading Achievement was 95%.

Keywords:  theme

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     D
	Apply reading skills and strategies to summarize and compare and contrast information in text, between text and across subject areas.

	GLI:                    RP 3.4
	Summarize texts, sequencing information accurately and include main ideas and details as appropriate.


Multiple Choice Question:

17. What do all of Dardanella’s drawings have in common?

A. They show someone doing something she has never tried. 

B. They show someone doing something she has just quit.

C. They show someone doing something she is good at.

Commentary:
In this question, students need to compare information that appears in different parts of the reading selection. Using reading skills to compare (find what is the same) and contrast (find what is different) information is an expectation for 3rd grade students based on Ohio’s Academic Content Standards in English Language Arts. Answer choice A is incorrect. The drawings portray the activities that Dardanella has tried, not activities she has not tried. Answer choice B is correct. Dardanella draws three pictures that have something in common: an in-line skater, a lovely ballerina, and a girl playing a guitar; these are all activities that she tried but quickly quit in the story. Answer choice C is incorrect. The drawings show activities Dardanella has tried, not activities she does well.

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 17 on the May 2007 Grade 3 Reading Achievement was 70%.

Keywords:  compare, contrast

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	GLI:              LT 3.2
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.


Extended Response Question:

18. Tell what Dardanella thinks of herself at the beginning of the selection and explain why. Then tell what she thinks of herself at the end of the selection and explain why.
What she thinks of herself at the beginning:

________________________________________________________________________

Why she thinks that:

________________________________________________________________________

What she thinks of herself at the end:

________________________________________________________________________

Why she thinks that:

________________________________________________________________________

Commentary:
In this question, students need to use information from the reading selection to describe a character’s feelings. Using concrete details that describe characters and setting in a reading selection is an expectation for 3rd grade students based on Ohio’s Academic Content Standards in English Language Arts.

Scoring Guidelines:
	Exemplar Response:



	Other Correct Response(s):



	Score Points
	Student Response

	4 point
	Response contains two correct pairs of answers. 


What she thinks of herself at the beginning/Why she thinks that [first pair]:
Examples:

1. She thinks she isn’t good at anything/because she isn’t good at in-line skating/she fell skating.

2. She thinks she isn’t good at anything/because she gives up on ballet lessons.

3. She thinks she isn’t good at anything/because she isn’t good at playing the guitar.

4. She thinks she is not good at skating/she fell on her knees (will be accepted as a literal response to the beginning)

What she thinks of herself at the end/Why she thinks that [second pair]:


Examples:

1. She realizes she is good (or talented) at drawing/because she wins the blue ribbon. 

2. She realizes she is good at drawing/because her teacher tells her she draws well.

3. She realizes she has become good at drawing through practice/because she realizes how much she has practiced.

4. She realizes she is good at something/because she wins the talent contest.


NOTE: The stem is not asking what Dardanella is feeling at the beginning and at the end of the selection, rather, it is asking what Dardanella thinks about herself at the beginning and at the end. Therefore, She feels sad/Sad/Bad and She feels happy/Happy will not be awarded credit.

NOTE: If the response includes an incorrect explanation of what she thinks about herself, then the supporting details will not be given credit as it supports a wrong idea.

NOTE: Responses that capture a vague interpretation of what she thinks about herself will not be accepted: Not good with she is failing and good with she won are inadequate.

NOTE: The idea of She fell in the beginning Why she thinks that section must be linked to skating.

	3 point
	Response contains one correct pair of answers (what she thinks about herself and why, either from the beginning or the end) and one example of what she thinks about herself and an incorrect or vague explanation of why.

	2 point
	Response contains either one correct pair of answers (what she thinks about herself and why, either at the beginning or the end) OR what she thinks about herself at the beginning and what she thinks about herself at the end (without any explanation of why).

	1 point
	Response contains what she thinks about herself at the beginning or what she thinks about herself at the end (without any explanation of why).

	0 point
	Response is incorrect, irrelevant, shows no understanding of the task, or is blank.


Performance Data:
The percent of public school students earning each score point for question 18 on the May 2007 Grade 3 Reading Achievement:

	Percent at Each Score Point

	0
	
	1
	
	2
	
	3
	
	4

	27%
	
	23%
	
	19%
	
	20%
	
	10%


Keywords:  characters, supporting details
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A
	Use context clues to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.

	GLI:                 AV 3.1
	Determine the meaning of unknown words using a variety of context clues, including word, sentence and paragraph clues.


Multiple Choice Question:

19. These sentences are from the selection. 

“Dardanella sighed. What else could she do? So the next day, she gathered her drawings and trudged to school.”

What does trudged mean in the sentence above? 

A. walked slowly

B. skipped happily 

C. marched proudly

Commentary:
In this question, students need to use context clues (words and phrases around an unknown word that help students determine, or figure out, what the word means) to determine the meaning of an unknown word. Using context clues to determine word meanings is an expectation for 3rd grade students based on Ohio’s Academic Content Standards in English Language Arts. Answer choice A is correct. The context from the sentences in the paragraph before the word trudged shows that Dardanella sighs, or makes a slow, sad sound. Her walk reflects that sadness. Answer choice B is incorrect. A person who skipped happily is excited or happy, whereas a person who trudged slowly is feeling sad and would not skip happily. Answer choice C is incorrect. A person who marched proudly gives off confidence; a person who trudged slowly and is feeling sad would not march proudly or be confident.

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 19 on the May 2007 Grade 3 Reading Achievement was 69%.

Keywords:  context clues, word meaning

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g., literal, informational and evaluative).

	GLI:                 RP 3.7
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Multiple Choice Question:

20. Suppose Dardanella tries to play soccer and decides she does not like it. 

What would Dardanella probably do with the soccer ball?

A. put it with her guitar, skates and ballet shoes 

B. ask her mother to take the ball back to the store

C. give it to her brother, Charlie, so that he can learn to play

Commentary:
In this question, students need to make a prediction or inference (draw a conclusion) about something that could happen in a reading selection. Using reading comprehension skills to make inferences or evaluations about a reading selection is an expectation for 3rd grade students based on Ohio’s Academic Content Standards in English Language Arts. Answer choice A is correct. In the story, Dardanella collects all of the equipment of her failed activities in one place. If, in the future, Dardanella were to try soccer (or any other activity) and fail at it, it can be inferred that the equipment would be put in the same place as her guitar, skates and ballet shoes. Answer choice B is incorrect. Based on her past history Dardanella will store her ball along with the equipment of other unsuccessful attempts at a hobby. Answer choice C is incorrect. Dardanella has not given any of her equipment to her brother in the past; therefore, it is doubtful that would be her next action.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 20 on the May 2007 Grade 3 Reading Achievement was 78%.

Keywords:  comprehension questions, inference

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     D
	Know the meaning of specialized vocabulary by applying knowledge of word parts, relationships and meanings.

	GLI:                     AV 3.3
	Apply the meaning of the terms synonyms and antonyms.


Multiple Choice Question:
21. These sentences are from the selection. 

Dardanella got shoes and a costume and went to the lessons. But she found it tiresome to do the same movements again and again. 


Which word is a synonym for tiresome? 

A. exciting

B. boring

C. easy

Commentary:
In this question, students need to choose a synonym, or a word that has the same meaning as another word. Using synonyms is an expectation for 3rd grade students based on Ohio’s Academic Content Standards in English Language Arts. Answer choice A is incorrect. A student may not see that the phrase “the same movements again and again” implies, or acts as a clue, that Dardanella is tired and bored with dancing, and so he or she may think that Dardanella finds the lessons exciting, which is incorrect. Answer choice B is correct. The phrase “the same movements again and again” indicates that tiresome is not connected to exciting or interesting. Answer choice C is incorrect. There is no detail or clue in the paragraph that shows that Dardanella finds the lessons easy.

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 21 on the May 2007 Grade 3 Reading Achievement was 82%.

Keywords:  synonym, word relationship

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	GLI:              LT 3.2
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.


Short Answer Question:

22. Charlie cares about his sister. How can you tell? Give two examples of things Charlie says or does that show he cares.
a. _____________________________________________________________________

b. _____________________________________________________________________

Commentary:
In this question, students need to use information from the reading selection to answer an inferential (draw conclusions) question about a character’s feelings. Making inferences regarding events and possible outcomes from information in text is an expectation for 3rd grade students based on Ohio’s Academic Content Standards in English Language Arts.

Scoring Guidelines:

	Exemplar Response:

	


	Score Point
	Student Response

	2 point
	Response contains any two of the following correct answers: 
He tells her she can’t quit skating; he tells her that skating takes practice/gives advice about sticking with skating;

1. He tells her that her drawings are good/complimented her drawing;

2. He suggests that she enter her pictures in the talent contest;

3. He gives her a Band-Aid.


NOTE: No point will be awarded for he gave her advice because it is too vague.

	1 point
	Response contains one correct answer.
Example:
(one answer from the list above)

	0 point
	Response is incorrect, irrelevant, shows no understanding of the task, or is blank.


Performance Data:

The percent of public school students earning each score point for question 22 on the May 2007 Grade 3 Reading Achievement:

	Percent at Each Score Point

	0
	
	1
	
	2

	17%
	
	30%
	
	53%


Keywords:  character development, characteristic

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A
	Compare and contrast plot across literary works.

	GLI:  
LT 3.3            
	Retell the plot sequence.


Multiple Choice Question:

23. What happens right before the talent contest begins?

A. Dardanella thinks about what makes her good at drawing.

B. Dardanella draws a picture of a girl playing a guitar.

C. Dardanella puts her drawings on Ms. Smidley’s desk.

Commentary:
In this question, students need to choose the right sequence of events (order in which events happen) in a reading selection. Using reading skills to understand plot sequence is an expectation for 3rd grade students based on Ohio’s Academic Content Standards in English Language Arts. Answer choice A is incorrect. Dardanella’s thinking about what makes her good at drawing happens at the very end of the story, not before the talent contest. Answer choice B is incorrect. Dardanella draws a picture of a girl playing a guitar the day before the contest, not just before the contest. Answer choice C is correct. The event that happens right before the talent show is that Dardanella puts her drawings on Ms. Smidley’s desk. This is supported, or backed up, in this sentence from the selection, “Before the talent contest began, Dardanella laid her drawings on Ms. Smidley’s desk.”

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 23 on the May 2007 Grade 3 Reading Achievement was 76%.

Keywords:  plot events, sequence
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g., literal, informational and evaluative).

	GLI:               RP 3.7
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Multiple Choice Question:
24. What do you learn about Dardanella’s mother in this selection? 

A. She is willing to help Dardanella try new things.

B. She thinks that Dardanella is very talented at drawing.

C. She thinks that Dardanella will never be good at anything.

Commentary:
In this question, students make an inference about information in the reading selection. Using reading skills to make inferences about a reading selection is an expectation for 3rd grade students based on Ohio’s Academic Content Standards in English Language Arts. Answer choice A is correct. Dardanella’s mother lets Dardanella take ballet and guitar lessons and gives her the equipment to do both. These actions show that Dardanella’s mother is supportive of her daughter’s new ideas. Answer choice B is incorrect. The only thing we know about Dardanella’s mother is that she lets Dardanella try new activities. Answer choice C is incorrect. Dardanella’s mother lets her try new things, and the reader can infer (draw a conclusion) that her mother is supportive. 

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 24 on the May 2007 Grade 3 Reading Achievement was 76%.

Keywords:  character, character development

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     D
	Explain how an author’s word choice and use of methods influences the reader.

	GLI:       
LT 3.7       
	Describe methods authors use to influence readers’ feelings and attitudes (e.g., appeal of characters in a picture book; use of figurative language).


Multiple Choice Question:

25. Why does the author of this selection repeat the sentence, I’m not good at anything?

A. to make the ending of the story very sad 

B. to show the reader that Dardanella really has no talent

C. to make it a surprise when Dardanella wins the talent contest

Commentary:
In this question, students need to understand how authors influence readers’ feelings, attitudes and understandings. Using reading skills to understand the ways that authors use language to affect the reader is an expectation for 3rd grade students based on Ohio’s Academic Content Standards in English Language Arts. Answer choice A is incorrect. Repeating the line may suggest or show that Dardanella feels strongly that she is not good at anything, but the story has a happy ending. Answer choice B is incorrect. Dardanella does not succeed when she tries ballet, skating and guitar, but she also does not practice any of them long enough to find out if she is any good at them. Answer choice C is correct. Dardanella repeats again and again that she has no talent at the activities she tries. At the end of the story, Dardanella wins a blue ribbon for her art. The author uses repetition so the reader will be surprised when Dardanella wins the talent contest.

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 25 on the May 2007 Grade 3 Reading Achievement was 81%.

Keywords:  author’s use of words

BACK TO INDEX
Passage:

Wiggles
by Louise Woodcock

One day Donnie went with his mother to see Mrs. Jones. Mrs. Jones lived on a farm.

Mrs. Jones said, “I’m so glad to see you, Donnie; go find Wiggles to play with you.”

Donnie didn’t know who Wiggles was. A dog? A cat? A lamb?

The first thing he saw was a rabbit hutch. A big white rabbit was nibbling lettuce.

Just then a big girl came from the barn.

“Has this rabbit a name?” asked Donnie.

“We just call him Pinky,” said the girl. “Because of his big pink ears.”

She went into the house.

Donnie walked on along a lane and wondered.

Could Wiggles be these little chickens pecking?

Could this old mother hen be Wiggles?

How could you play with butterflies, or little chicks that ran so fast, or mother hens who squawked and fluttered away?

He walked toward the orchard.

He walked along the row of trees until he came to the last one. There was a ladder leaning against it.

“Hi!” said a voice up among the branches. “Want to come up in my tree house?”

Donnie looked up and saw a boy looking down through the leaves.

“My name’s Donnie. What’s yours?” asked Donnie. He put one foot on the ladder.

“Wiggles,” the boy replied. “Did you ever have a tree house?”

“No,” said Donnie. He climbed another step. “But why do they call you Wiggles?” he asked.

“Oh, just because I can wiggle my ears. Come up and I’ll show you,” Wiggles said.

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     D
	Explain how an author’s word choice and use of methods influences the reader.

	GLI:       

LT 3.7       
	Describe methods authors use to influence readers’ feelings and attitudes (e.g., appeal of characters in a picture book; use of figurative language).


Multiple Choice Question:

26. Which phrase from the selection does the author use to make you think of a sound?

A. “because I can wiggle my ears”

B. “mother hen squawked”

C. “climbed another step”

Commentary:
This question asks students to select the phrase that connects the reader to the sense of sound. Students at the 3rd grade level are expected to explain how an author’s choice of words appeals to the senses. Answer choice A is incorrect. The author uses this phrase to demonstrate movement and connect the reader to the sense of touch. Answer choice B is correct. The author uses the word “squawked” to help the reader “hear” the sound the hen makes. Answer choice C is incorrect. The author uses this phrase to show the reader what is happening.

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 26 on the May 2007 Grade 3 Reading Achievement was 72%.

Keywords:  sensory images, author’s word choice

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A
	Use context clues to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.

	GLI:               AV 3.1
	Determine the meaning of unknown words using a variety of context clues, including word, sentence and paragraph clues.


Multiple Choice Question:

27. These sentences are from the selection.

“Donnie walked on along a lane and wondered.

Could Wiggles be these butterflies hovering over the clover?”

What is the meaning of the word hovering?
A. sitting

B. floating

C. hopping

Commentary:
This question asks students to use the context of the sentences around the word hovering to define that word. Students at the 3rd grade level are expected to determine the meaning of unknown words using a variety of context clues, including word, sentence and paragraph clues according to the Grade 3 Ohio Academic Content Standards in English Language Arts. Answer choice A is incorrect. The word over gives the reader the clue that the word indicates some type of suspension. Sitting isn’t an action of being suspended over something. Answer choice B is correct. The word floating means to stay up in the air and is another word for hovering. Answer choice C is incorrect. The butterflies are not hopping over the clover.

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 27 on the May 2007 Grade 3 Reading Achievement was 79%.

Keywords:  context clues

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g., literal, inferential and evaluative).

	GLI:                RP 3.7    
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Multiple Choice Question:

28. How does Wiggles get into his tree house?

A. He climbs a ladder.

B. He gets a boost from Mrs. Jones.

C. He uses the rabbit hutch to reach the tree.

Commentary:
This question asks students to answer an inferential question about Wiggles. Students at the 3rd grade level are expected to answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade appropriate text according to the Grade 3 Ohio Academic Content Standards in English Language Arts. Answer choice A is correct. Wiggles invites Donnie to climb the ladder to join him in the tree house. Readers can infer from this that Wiggles enters the tree house the same way. Answer choice B is incorrect. Mrs. Jones has not accompanied the boys out to the tree house and does not assist either with getting inside. Answer choice C is incorrect. Donnie sees a rabbit hutch along the path he takes to find Wiggles, but does not use it to boost himself into the tree house.

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 28 on the May 2007 Grade 3 Reading Achievement was 91%.

Keywords:  inferential questions

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (e.g., literal, inferential and evaluative).

	GLI:                RP 3.7    
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Short Answer Question:

29. Explain how both Pinky and Wiggles got their names.

Pinky:


_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Wiggles:


_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

Commentary:
This question asks students to fill in information that states how two of the characters got their names. Students at the 3rd grade level are expected to answer literal, inferential and evaluative question to demonstrate comprehension of grade appropriate texts according to the Grade 3 Ohio Academic Content Standards in English Language Arts.

Scoring Guidelines:
	Exemplar Response:



	

	Score Point
	Student Response

	2 point
	Points awarded for a complete and accurate statement.

The response includes the following explanations:

Pinky:

· he has big pink ears

Wiggles

· he can wiggle his ears

NOTE: The explanation must include the specific feature (pink for Pinky and wiggles for Wiggles) and a reference to the ear to receive credit.

	1 point
	Point awarded for a partially complete or somewhat inaccurate statement.

The response includes one 3explanation with a missing or incorrect explanation.

	0 point
	No point awarded if a statement is non-existent or completely inaccurate.

Response does not contain the correct responses listed above, is incomplete, irrelevant or blank.


Performance Data:

The percent of public school students earning each score point for question 29 on the May 2007 Grade 3 Reading Achievement:

	Percent at Each Score Point

	0
	
	1
	
	2

	9%
	
	12%
	
	79%


Keywords:  literal questions

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	GLI:              LT 3.2
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.


Multiple Choice Question:

30. Which event from the selection shows that Wiggles is a friendly boy?

A. He lives on a farm.

B. He wiggles his ears.

C. He invites Donnie into the tree house.

Commentary:
This question asks students to provide supporting details for the idea that the character, Wiggles is friendly. Students at the 3rd grade level are expected to use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting according to the Grade 3 Ohio Academic Content Standards in English Language Arts. Answer choice A is incorrect. The place that Wiggles lives does not impact the friendliness of his character. Answer choice B is incorrect. Wiggles does have the ability to wiggle his ears, but this skill does not make him a friendly person. Answer choice C is correct. Wiggles shows that he is friendly when he extends an invitation to Donnie into the tree house.

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 30 on the May 2007 Grade 3 Reading Achievement was 90%.

Keywords:  character, supporting details

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters and setting.

	GLI:              LT 3.2
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.


Short Answer Question:
31. List two animals that Donnie sees on Mrs. Jones’ farm.
a. ___________________________________________________

      ___________________________________________________

b. ___________________________________________________

       ___________________________________________________
Commentary:
This question asks students to provide details about the setting of this selection, specifically they are to identify animals that are included. Students at the 3rd grade level are expected to use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.

Scoring Guidelines:

	Exemplar Response:



	

	Points
	Student Response

	2 point
	Points awarded for a complete and accurate statement.

Response includes two of the following details:

· chicken

· old mother hen/hen

· chicks

· rabbit, Pinky (not ‘bunny’ because ‘bunny’ is not in the text)

· butterflies

	1 point
	Point awarded for a partially complete or somewhat inaccurate statement.

Response includes one of the above details with a missing or incorrect detail.


	0 point
	No point awarded if a statement is non-existent or completely inaccurate.

Response does not contain the correct responses listed above, is incomplete, irrelevant or blank.


Performance Data:
The percent of public school students earning each score point for question 31 on the May 2007 Grade 3 Reading Achievement:
	Percent at Each Score Point

	0
	
	1
	
	2

	10%
	
	20%
	
	69%


Keywords:  setting, supporting details

BACK TO INDEX
Passage:

Grandma Lena’s Radio 

Grandma Lena lives a block from our house. This makes me very lucky. When I leave school, I walk to her house. She gives me a snack. Sometimes I stay until dinnertime, until one of my brothers comes to take me home. I have friends who live in the house next to Grandma Lena. Sometimes I go there to play after my snack. Other times I help Grandma Lena with her chores.

I weed her garden or sweep the porch. She tells me about how things were when she was young. She tells me how she and her brothers and sisters didn’t have a lot of toys, but they still had fun. They used to play games like freeze tag and hopscotch with their friends. At night, they would catch lightning bugs. In the summer, they slept on the screened porch at night because it was cooler than the house.

When Grandma Lena says, “Renny, come help in the garden,” I don’t get mad. I know that I am going to hear a story. Grandma Lena and I get our gloves and tools and work together. She waters the flowers. I pull out all of the weeds. Then Grandma Lena tells me a story. The last time, she told me about the big wooden radio with the yellow push buttons. She said it belonged to her grandmother. 

Grandma Lena says that people used to sit around and listen to the radio the way that we watch television. They would sit in the living room and listen to stories being acted out. They would listen to live concerts and news of the world. They also listened to baseball games and weather reports. I try to imagine what it would be like having only a radio to listen to and no television to watch. I ask Grandma Lena if the radio was boring, and she tells me that people thought it was fantastic. It took a long time for television to catch on because people liked their radios so much.

I ask if we could turn on the radio. I am surprised that it still works! I push one of the buttons and the radio goes to Grandma Lena’s favorite station. I ask her where I plug in the headphones, and Grandma Lena laughs.

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Identify the theme of literary text.

	GLI:                    LT 3.6
	Identify stated and implied themes.


Multiple Choice Question:

28. What is the theme of this reading selection?

A. It is important to have a snack after school.

B. It is hard but rewarding to work in the garden.

C. It is fun to listen to stories from a long time ago.

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to determine the correct theme choice for the passage based upon the answer choices. Students at the third grade level are expected to identify stated and implied themes. Answer choice A is incorrect.  While the passage does mention the activity of having a snack, it is a detail in the passage not a theme. Answer choice B is incorrect. While the passage does refer to working in the garden, this is an activity detail in the passage not a theme. Answer C is correct. The theme in this selection revolves around listening to and enjoying the long ago stories as described by Grandma Lena.  

Performance Data: 

The percent of public schools students selecting answer choice (C) for question 28 in the May 2008 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 82%.

Keyword:  theme, literary text 


BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions. (literal, inferential and evaluative).

	GLI:                RP 3.7    
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Multiple Choice Question:

29. Why does Renny say that he is “lucky” in the beginning of the selection?

A. He helps Grandma Lena with chores.

B. He goes to Grandma Lena’s for a snack.

C. He lives near Grandma Lena’s house.

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to demonstrate comprehension of a selection by answering literal, inferential, and evaluative questions. Students at the third grade level are expected to answer inferential, literal and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade - appropriate print-texts and electronic and visual media. Answer A is incorrect. While Renny does help Grandma with chores, the selection does not imply that Renny feels lucky as a result. Answer choice B is incorrect. “Having a snack” is something that Grandma Lena does, not what makes Renny feel lucky. Answer C is the correct answer. The supporting text sentence from the selection, “Grandma Lena lives a block from our house” precedes the sentence “this makes me very lucky.” Many activities take place and are available to Renny close by his Grandma’s place.

Performance Data: 

The percent of public schools students selecting answer choice (C) for question 29 on the May 2008 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 75%.

Keyword:  reading comprehension, comprehension questions

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A
	Use context clues to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.

	GLI:                AV 3.1    
	Determine the meaning of unknown words using a variety of context clues, including word, sentence and paragraph clues.


Multiple Choice Question:

30. This sentence is from the selection.

“I ask Grandma Lena if the radio was boring, and she tells me that people thought it was fantastic.

A. all right

B. terrific

C. serious

Commentary:

This question asks students to determine the meaning of a word based upon the use of the word in a sentence and text selection. Students at the third grade level are expected to determine the meaning of unknown words using a variety of context clues, including word, sentence and paragraph clues. Answer choice A is incorrect. The term all right refers to something being generally good, satisfactory, or pleasing. All right does not refer to something that is more than the usual. Answer choice B is correct. The adjective terrific refers to something being exceptionally good and does match the tone of the adjective fantastic. Answer C is incorrect. Fantastic describes the” extraordinarily good”, serious refers to a tone of darkness, harm or not lighthearted. 

Performance Data: 

The percent of public schools students selecting answer choice (B) for question 30 on the May 2008 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 90%.

Keyword:  vocabulary, context clues

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters, and setting.


	GLI:                LT 3.2 
	Use concrete details from the text to describe characters and setting.


Extended Response Question 

31. How does Renny feel about Grandma Lena?

Support your answer with three examples from the reading selection.

1. _______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

2. _______________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________

3. _______________________________________________________________________


_______________________________________________________________________

Commentary:

This constructed response question asks students to search a story for thoughts, words and actions that show how a character is feeling.

Scoring Guidelines
	Points
	Student Response

	4
	Response correctly identifies an emotion and provides three supporting details. 
Example: He loves her.

1. Renny feels lucky to live near Grandma Lena. 

2. Renny likes listening to Grandma Lena’s stories. 

      3.   Renny likes to help Grandma Lena.

	3
	Response correctly identifies an emotion and provides two supporting details. 
Example: He appreciates her.

1. Renny likes listening to Grandma’s stories.

      2.   Renny helps in the garden.

	2
	Response correctly identifies an emotion and provides a supporting detail.
Example: He loves her.
     1. Renny feels lucky to live near her.


	1
	Response correctly identifies an emotion.
Example: He likes her a lot. 

	0
	Response is incorrect or irrelevant. 


Performance Data: 

The percent of public school students at each score point for question 31 on the May 2008 Grade Three Reading Achievement Test was:

	Percent at Each Score Point

	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	42%
	4%
	8%
	18%
	26%


Keyword:  literary text, supporting details

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (literal, inferential, evaluative).

	GLI:                RP 3.7
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Multiple Choice Question:

32. What does Renny do when he is not helping Grandma Lena with chores?

A. He plays with his friends next door.

B. He goes to his own house.

C. He listens to stories on the radio.

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to demonstrate comprehension of a selection by answering literal, inferential, and evaluative questions. Students at the third grade level are expected to answer inferential, literal and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade appropriate print-texts and electronic and visual media. A is the correct response. The selection states that “I have friends who live in the house next to Grandma Lena. Sometimes I go there to play after my snack.” If a student chooses B, he or she has not comprehended the information in the selection, which does not state that he goes to his own house. If a student chooses C, he or she has not comprehended the information in the selection, which does not state that he listens to the radio. 

Performance Data: 

The percent of public schools students selecting answer choice (A) for question 32 on the May 2008 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 74%.

Keyword:  comprehension, literal question

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:         A     
	Establish a purpose for reading and use a range of reading comprehension strategies to understand literary passages and text.

	GLI:                RP 3.1
	Establish a purpose for reading (e.g., to be informed, to follow directions or to be entertained).


Multiple Choice Question:

33. What is the purpose of this selection?

A. tell a story about a boy and his grandma

B. tell a story about taking care of a garden

C. give directions for using an old-time radio

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to demonstrate that they can establish the selection’s purpose. Students at the third grade level are expected to demonstrate the ability to establish purpose through use of comprehension strategies in understanding literary passages and text. A is the correct response. The selection points out through example a story about the relationship between a boy and his grandmother. If a student chooses B, he or she has not established the overall purpose of the selection. The activity detail of working in the garden is one of the settings for telling the story, not the purpose of the story. If a student chooses C, he or she has not established the overall purpose of the selection. The selection does not tell about giving directions for using an old-time radio.

Performance Data: 

The percent of public schools students selecting answer choice (A) for question 33 on the May 22 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 81%.

Keyword:  establishing purpose, comprehension strategies

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     D
	Apply reading skills and strategies to summarize and compare and contrast information in text, between text and across subject areas.

	GLI:                RP 3.4
	Summarize texts, sequencing information accurately and include main ideas and details as appropriate.


Multiple Choice Question:

34. This paragraph is from the selection.
“Grandma Lena says that people used to sit around and listen to the radio the way that we watch television. They would sit in the living room and listen to stories being acted out. They would listen to live concerts and news of the world.  They also listened to baseball games and weather reports.

What is the main idea of this paragraph?

A. People long ago used radio the way we use television today.

B. Music sounded much better on people’s old-time radios.

C. People listened to weather reports every day on their old-time radios.

Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to use details from the paragraph to identify the main idea. Students at the third grade level are expected to use supporting details to identify and describe main ideas, characters, and setting. A is the correct response. The paragraph cites through example how the radio was used by people long ago. If a student chooses B, he or she has not identified the main idea from the information in the selection, which does not support that music sounded much better on people’s old-time radios. If a student chooses C, he or she has identified a detail not the main idea from the information in the selection. 

Performance Data: 

The percent of public schools students selecting answer choice (A) for question 34 on the May 2008 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was 80%.

Keyword:  literary text, main idea


BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:         C    
	Recognize the defining characteristics and features of different types of forms and genres.

	GLI:                LT 3.4
	Identify and explain the defining characteristics of literary forms and genres, including fairy tales, folk tales, poetry, fiction and non-fiction.


Multiple Choice Question:

35. The reading selection, “Grandma Lena’s Radio,” is a

A. poem

B. fairy tale

C. story

Commentary:

Students need to be familiar with different types of literature. Students at the third grade level are expected to demonstrate the ability define characteristics and features within literature. Answer choice A is an incorrect response. The selection points out through example a story between a boy and his grandmother. If a student chooses B, he or she has incorrectly defined a fairy tale, which has mythical creatures as an important element. If a student chooses C, he or she has correctly defined the selection as a story, it has a plot, characters, and a setting. 

Performance Data: 

The percent of public schools students selecting answer choice A for question 33 on the May 22 Grade Three  Reading Achievement Test was 92%.

Keyword:  literary text, characteristics and features of different forms of literature.
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:         E   
	Demonstrate comprehension by responding to questions (literal, inferential, evaluative).

	GLI:                RP 3.7
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Extended Response Question: 

36. Find information from the selection to fill in the blanks.

When Grandma Lena was a young girl, she would catch

 ________________________________. She also liked to listen to

________________________________ on her radio.

Commentary:

This extended response question asks students to locate concrete information to answer a literal question based on the information in the selection.

Scoring Guidelines
	Points
	Student Response

	2
	Response correctly completes both blanks. 

Example: lightning bugs; baseball games



	1
	Response correctly completes one blank.

Example: lightning bugs

	0
	Response is incorrect or irrelevant.


Performance Data: 

The percent of public school students at each score point for question 36 on the May 2008 Grade 3 Reading Achievement Test was

	Percent at Each Score Point


0
1
  2


9%

35%


54%


Keyword:  comprehension, literal questions
BACK TO INDEX
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