Standards-based Assessment Bank
6th Grade Fiction


Index to Questions
	Ques Nbr
	Source
	BM
	GLI
	Passage Title
	Description

	1
	OAT March 06
	C
	LT 6.3
	Nathan’s Choice
	This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the main and minor events of the plot, and explain how each incident gives rise to the next.

	2
	OAT March 06
	A
	LT 6.1
	Nathan’s Choice
	This multiple-choice question asks students to examine the author’s development of Nathan’s character by analyzing his behavior before he enters the blacksmith shop of his uncle.

	3
	OAT March 06
	C, AV-A
	AV 6.1,   AV 6.3
	Nathan’s Choice
	This multiple-choice question asks students to apply knowledge of connotation and denotation to learn the meaning of the word barked.

	4
	OAT March 06
	A
	LT 6.1
	Nathan’s Choice
	This extended-response question asks students to show comprehension by describing and analyzing character development.

	5
	OAT March 06
	B
	RP 6.2
	Nathan’s Choice
	This multiple-choice question asks students to demonstrate comprehension by predicting what Uncle Orrin will do the next morning.

	6
	OAT March 06
	E, LT-G
	LT 4.8,       LT 6.5
	Nathan’s Choice
	This multiple-choice question asks students to demonstrate comprehension by identifying the theme of the selection.

	7
	OAT March 06
	B
	RP 6.2
	Nathan’s Choice
	This short-answer question asks students to demonstrate effective reading comprehension strategies such as making predictions based on information found within the text.

	8
	OAT March 06
	B
	LT 6.5
	Nathan’s Choice
	This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the features of setting and explain their importance in the text.

	1
	OAT     May 07
	RP-B
	RP 6.4
	Boys:  Tales of Childhood
	This multiple-choice question asks students to determine the purpose one might have for reading this selection.

	2
	OAT     May 07
	B
	RP 6.6
	Boys:  Tales of Childhood
	This multiple-choice question asks students to think about why the setting (where or when events in a story take place) is important to the main character.

	3
	OAT     May 07
	E
	LT 6.5
	Boys:  Tales of Childhood
	This multiple-choice question asks students to know how to find recurring patterns in a story.

	4
	OAT     May 07
	RP-B
	RP 6.4
	Boys:  Tales of Childhood
	This short-answer question asks students to look at each event as part of a chain of events so they can understand the plot or pattern of events in a story.

	5
	OAT     May 07
	A
	LT 6.1,  RP 6.6
	Boys:  Tales of Childhood
	This multiple-choice question asks students to understand that authors develop characters in various ways by including their thoughts, actions and words.



	Ques Nbr
	Source
	BM
	GLI
	Passage Title
	Description

	6
	OAT     May 07
	B
	AV 6.4
	Boys:  Tales of Childhood
	This multiple-choice question asks students to understand and identify similes and other types of word relationships to compare two things.

	7
	OAT     May 07
	C
	RP 6.6
	Boys:  Tales of Childhood
	This short-answer question asks students to base their answers on information supplied in the text and then draw a conclusion based on that information.

	8
	OAT     May 07
	LT-G
	AV 6.1
	Boys:  Tales of Childhood
	This multiple-choice question asks students to be able to figure out how descriptive language, or words that are used to create a picture in the reader’s mind, make the story more meaningful.

	9
	OAT     May 07
	A
	AV 6.1
	Boys:  Tales of Childhood
	This multiple-choice question asks students to use context clues, or the words and sentences around words, to define a word they may not know.

	15
	OAT     May 08
	G
	LT 6.7
	Bud, not Buddy
	This multiple-choice question asks students to determine what mood is established by the author through the use of language in the selection.

	16
	OAT     May 08
	F
	LT 6.6
	Bud, not Buddy
	This multiple-choice question asks students to identify a characteristic of fiction that appears in the first five paragraphs of the selection.

	17
	OAT     May 08
	B
	AV 6.4
	Bud, not Buddy
	This short-answer question asks students to identify a simile and then explain its meaning in the context of the selection.

	18
	OAT     May 08
	D
	LT 6.1
	Bud, not Buddy
	This multiple-choice question asks students to understand how the point of view allows the reader to understand Bud’s inner thoughts.

	19
	OAT     May 08
	G
	LT 6.7
	Bud, not Buddy
	This multiple-choice question asks students to examine the word choice of the text and understand how it conveys meaning about the mood of the character Bud.

	20
	OAT     May 08
	RP-C
	RP 6.6
	Bud, not Buddy
	This multiple-choice question asks students to analyze the text in order to understand the character of Bud and discover why he is doubtful when the librarian shows him the map to locate Chicago.

	21
	OAT     May 08
	B
	LT 6.2
	Bud, not Buddy
	This extended-response question asks students to identify features of the setting and explain their importance.

	22
	OAT     May 08
	A
	AV 6.1
	Bud, not Buddy
	This multiple-choice question asks students to determine the meaning of the vocabulary word matrimonial based on other information in the selection or by using context clues.

	23
	OAT     May 08
	B
	RP 6.4
	Bud, not Buddy
	This multiple-choice question asks students to apply the effective reading comprehension strategy of summarization by summarizing what happened at the end of the selection.


BACK TO INDEX
Passage:


Nathan’s Choice
Sharon Hart Addy

Nathan shouldered his bundle and studied the blacksmith shop across the rutted dirt road.

Jeremy, the fellow he’d met at the edge of the village, stood beside him. “Orrin Gunderson’s a hard man,” Jeremy said. “You’ll be sorry you took up with him.”

“He’s my uncle,” Nathan answered. “My mother’s kin. I’m here to learn enough ironworking to make repairs. I aim to be a frontiersman.”

Jeremy chuckled. “A trapper and explorer like Daniel Boone? You think a lot of yourself.”

“Other men make a life in the wilderness. I will, too.”

“So you consider yourself a man! You’re no older than me.”

“I’ll be a man when I finish here,” Nathan said confidently.

Jeremy laughed. “Gunderson will pound you to size. When you’ve had enough, let me know. We’ll go to sea together.” Jeremy tipped his tricorn1 hat and sauntered2off. Nathan crossed the road. He paused under the maple tree beside the shop’s open doors.

Inside the shop, his uncle used long-handled tongs to heft a hunk of glowing iron from the red-hot coals of the hearth. He positioned the iron against an anvil3and picked up his hammer. The air rang with his strikes. When he finished, he grunted his satisfaction and thrust the ax head into a water trough.4

Through the sizzling steam, Nathan saw his uncle’s brown eyes on him.

“You must be my sister’s boy,” the blacksmith growled. “If you are, you’re here to work. Pump the bellows.”5
At noon, Nathan collapsed beneath the maple tree. He ached from bending and stretching at the bellows and turning the grindstone as his uncle sharpened the ax head. Uncle Orrin dropped bread and cheese into Nathan’s lap. Nathan gulped the food and drank from the bucket of creek water.

All afternoon Uncle Orrin barked orders. When he tossed bread and cheese to his nephew for supper, Nathan was too tired to lift it to his mouth.

“Eat!” Uncle Orrin roared. “There’s work to do.”

As the sun set, Uncle Orrin took off his leather apron. “Another bucket of water, boy.”

Nathan stumbled down to the creek, then trudged up the hill, sloshing half the water from the bucket.

Uncle Orrin took the half-empty bucket and pointed to a pile of straw he’d had Nathan dump in a corner. “You sleep there.”

Nathan fell onto the straw, thinking of home and the cornhusk bed he shared with his two younger brothers. He wiped his eyes with the back of his hand and concentrated on the creek’s gurgling. His dreams filled with sailing ships and clean, clear air.

1tricorn:  a hat with the brim folded up against the crown to form three sides

2sauntered:  a leisurely stroll

3anvil:  heavy iron or steel block upon which other metals are hammered and shaped

4trough:  a long, narrow, open container for holding water or food for animals

5bellows:  mechanical device used to blow air onto a fire in order to increase the flame

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     C
	Identify the elements of plot and establish a connection between an element and a future event.

	GLI:                LT 6.3
	Identify the main and minor events of the plot, and explain how each incident gives rise to the next.


Multiple Choice Question:

1. Which event occurs as a result of Nathan’s discussion with Jeremy?

A. Nathan collapses beneath the maple tree.

B. Nathan dreams of sailing ships and clean air.

C. Uncle Orrin points to a pile of straw for Nathan to sleep on.

D. Uncle Orrin tosses bread and cheese to Nathan for supper.

Commentary:
This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the main and minor events of the plot, and explain how each incident gives rise to the next. Nathan’s encounter with Jeremy at the beginning of the selection and how this encounter impacts other events are the foci of this question. Choice A is incorrect. Nathan collapses beneath the maple tree at noon after working hard all morning. This fact is unrelated to the encounter with Jeremy. Choice B is correct. Nathan dreams of sailing ships when he goes to bed that evening because Jeremy has invited him to go to sea with him. This invitation occurs when Jeremy and Nathan discuss Nathan’s working for his uncle at the beginning of the selection. Choice C is incorrect because Uncle Orin’s actions are unrelated to the discussion between Nathan and Jeremy. Choice D is incorrect because Uncle Orin’s actions are unrelated to the discussion between Nathan and Jeremy.
Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 1 on the March 2006 Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 46%.

Keywords:  plot development, future event
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A
	Describe and analyze the elements of character development.

	GLI:            LT 6.1
	Analyze the techniques authors use to describe characters, including narrator or other characters’ point of view; character’s own thoughts, words or actions.


Multiple Choice Question:

2. What is the most likely reason why Nathan pauses before going inside the blacksmith shop to meet Uncle Orrin?

A. He is not sure if he is in the right location.

B. He is frightened by Uncle Orrin’s screaming.

C. He is tired from his trip and needs to take a nap.

D. He is aware that he is about to face a challenge.

Commentary:
This multiple-choice question asks students to examine the author’s development of Nathan’s character by analyzing his behavior before he enters the blacksmith shop of his uncle. Because of the conversation Nathan has with Jeremy, he knows that what he is about to do will be a challenge, so he hesitates before entering. Choice A is incorrect. Nathan knows that he has found his uncle’s shop because Jeremy mentions his uncle by name. Choice B is incorrect because no information in the selection indicates that his uncle was screaming when he arrives at the shop. Choice C is incorrect because Nathan shows no signs of fatigue until after the long day of work with his uncle. Choice D is correct because Nathan has been warned by Jeremy that his uncle will be a difficult man with whom to work.
Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice D for question 2 on the March 2006 Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 85%.

Keywords:  characterization, character development

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     C
	Apply knowledge of connotation and denotation to learn the meanings of words.

	Benchmark:

AV-A
	Use context clues and text structures to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.

	GLI:            AV 6.1,       AV 6.3
	AV 6.1:     Define the meaning of unknown words by using context clues and the author’s use of definition, restatement and example.
AV 6.3:     Identify analogies and other word relationships, including synonyms and antonyms, to determine the meaning of words.


Multiple Choice Question:
3. “All afternoon Uncle Orrin barked orders.”

What does the word barked mean in the sentence above?

A. to speak with a weakened voice

B. to yap senselessly like a dog

C. to give a loud, dry cough

D. to talk sharply or roughly
Commentary:
This multiple-choice question asks students to apply knowledge of connotation and denotation to learn the meaning of the word barked. Uncle Orin’s harsh treatment of Nathan throughout the selection helps make the determination of the use of the word “barked” in this sentence. Choice A is incorrect because the character of Uncle Orin would not be associated with anything weak. He is a strong man who is hard on Nathan. Choice B is incorrect because nothing else in the selection indicates that Uncle Orin is acting like a dog. Choice C is incorrect because Uncle Orin would not be coughing an order. Choice D is correct because it supports the idea that Uncle Orin is harsh in his treatment of Nathan. 

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice D for question 3 on the March 2006 Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 85%.

Keywords:  vocabulary, connotation
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A
	Describe and analyze the elements of character development.

	GLI:            LT 6.1
	Analyze the techniques authors use to describe characters, including narrator or other characters’ point of view; character’s own thoughts, words or actions.


Extended Response Question:
4. Describe Nathan’s attitude at the beginning of the selection and then at the end. Support your description of each attitude with a specific detail from the selection.

Write your answer in the Answer Document. (4 points)

Commentary:

This extended-response question asks students to show comprehension by describing and analyzing character development. They must characterize Nathan at the beginning and at the end of the selection and use specific details to support their view of his character. Nathan is positive, excited and sure of himself at the beginning of the passage. He thinks he is already or will readily become a man, and he is confident that he can work hard enough to be a frontiersman, like Daniel Boone. He is not discouraged by Jeremy’s criticisms of Uncle Orrin.  By the end of the selection, Nathan is unsure, upset and discouraged. He is so exhausted he can barely move or eat. He is homesick and discouraged, and so sad that he cries. He also thinks longingly of running off to sea.
Scoring Guidelines:

	4 point text
	Points awarded for a complete and accurate statement.

Response includes the following correct initial attitude with a specific detail: 
(Initial Attitude) Nathan is positive, excited or sure of himself at the beginning of the passage.
(Specific Details for Initial Attitude)


• At the beginning of the passage, Nathan thinks he is already or will readily become a man.

• He is confident that he can work hard enough to be a frontiersman, like Daniel Boone. 

• He is not put off by Jeremy’s criticisms of Uncle Orrin.

· AND – the following correct final attitude with a specific detail: 
(Final Attitude) Nathan is unsure, upset or discouraged by the end of the passage.
(Specific Details for Final Attitude) 
By the end of the passage, he is so exhausted he can barely move or eat. 
• He is homesick or discouraged and so sad that he cries. 

• He also thinks longingly of running off to sea.

	3 point text


	Points awarded for a mostly complete and largely accurate statement.

Response includes two of the correct attitudes listed above, one with a correct detail and the other with an incorrect or missing detail.

NOTE: NO point will be awarded for a correct detail if the attitude upon which it is based is incorrect or missing.

	
	3 point sample answer:



	2 point text


	Points awarded for a partially complete and somewhat inaccurate statement.

Response includes two of the correct attitudes listed above, both with incorrect or missing details.

- OR – 

Response includes one of the correct attitudes listed above, with a correct detail
- AND – an incorrect or missing attitude.

NOTE: NO point will be awarded for a correct detail if the attitude upon which it is based is incorrect or missing.

	
	2 point sample answer:

	1 point text


	Point awarded for a largely incomplete and mostly inaccurate statement.

Response includes one of the correct attitudes listed above, with an incorrect or missing detail
- AND - an incorrect or missing attitude. 

NOTE: NO point will be awarded for a correct detail if the attitude upon which it is based is incorrect or missing.

	
	1 point sample answer:

	0 point text


	No point awarded if a statement is non-existent or completely inaccurate.

Response does not contain any of the correct attitudes listed above, is incomplete, irrelevant or blank.

NOTE: NO point will be awarded for a correct detail if the attitude upon which it is based is incorrect or missing.

	
	0 point sample answer:




Performance Data:
The percent of public school students earning each score point for question 4 on the March 2006 Grade 6 Reading Achievement:

	Performance at each Score Point

	4
	3
	2
	1
	0

	11%
	8%
	32%
	19%
	30%


Keywords:  character development, characterization

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Apply effective reading comprehension strategies, including summarizing and making predictions and comparisons, using information in text, between text and across subject areas.

	GLI:                      RP 6.2
	Predict or hypothesize as appropriate from information in the text, substantiating with specific references to textual examples that may be in widely separated sections of text.


Multiple Choice Question:

5. What will Uncle Orrin most likely do the next morning?

A. send Nathan home to his family

B. let Nathan sleep late in order to rest

C. wake Nathan up early to start working

D. punish Nathan for planning to run away

Commentary:
This multiple-choice question asks students to demonstrate comprehension by predicting what Uncle Orrin will do the next morning. The answer is not explicitly stated in the selection; therefore, students must identify the correct response based on the available information and make an inference. Choice A is incorrect because there is no information in the selection to indicate that Uncle Orin would want to send Nathan home. Choice B is incorrect. Uncle Orin would not allow Nathan to rest during the day, so it is unlikely that he would allow him to do so the next day. The character of Uncle Orin is not portrayed as one who would commit an act of compassion such as this one. Choice C is correct. Uncle Orin is portrayed as a man who expects a great amount of fortitude and hard work from Nathan. Choice D is incorrect because Uncle Orin does not know of Nathan’s thoughts about leaving at this point in the story.
Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 5 on the March 2006 Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 89%.

Keywords:  prediction, inference
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by inferring themes, patterns and symbols.

	Benchmark: LT-G
	Explain how figurative language expresses ideas and conveys mood.



	GLI:                          LT 4.8,         LT 6.5
	LT 4.8:      Identify figurative language in literary works, including idioms, similes and metaphors.

LT 6.5:      Identify recurring themes, patterns and symbols found in literature from different eras and cultures.


Multiple Choice Question:

6. The selection focuses on which theme?

A. the difficulty of growing up and achieving one’s dreams

B. the rewards of learning about people from different cultures

C. the value of listening to one’s conscience and being honest

D. the importance of knowing when to ask other people for help

Commentary:
This multiple-choice question asks students to demonstrate comprehension by identifying the theme of the selection. Choice A is correct because the selection focuses on Nathan and his decision to learn the trade of ironworking from his uncle, so that he can become a frontiersman. In the beginning of the selection, Nathan is confident that he will be a man when he completes his training with his uncle despite the warning he receives from Jeremy that his uncle will be difficult. After one day of grueling work, Nathan is so discouraged that he goes to bed thinking of alternative plans for his life which supports the theme in Choice A. It is difficult to grow up and follow one’s dreams. Choice B is incorrect because the characters in the selection share a similar culture. Choice C is incorrect because the selection does not focus on Nathan’s conscience or any issues with honesty. Choice D is incorrect because no information in the selection focuses on Nathan asking other people for help. In fact, he is portrayed as very independent. 
Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A  for question 6 on the March 2006 Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 82%.

Keywords:  theme, inference
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Apply effective reading comprehension strategies, including summarizing and making predictions and comparisons, using information in text, between text and across subject areas.

	GLI:               RP 6.2
	Predict or hypothesize as appropriate from information in the text, substantiating with specific references to textual examples that may be in widely separated sections of text.


Short Answer Question:

7. Predict what action Nathan will take next. Support your prediction with specific details from the selection.

Write your answer in the Answer Document. (2 points)

Commentary:
This short-answer question asks students to demonstrate effective reading comprehension strategies such as making predictions based on information found within the text. The question asks them to use information that reveals what Nathan might do next which requires a careful reading of the character of Nathan. One possible prediction is that Nathan will go to sea with Jeremy. At first he was optimistic about working with Uncle Orrin, but now he feels so upset he will want to leave and take up Jeremy’s offer. At the end of the passage he dreams of sailing ships and this means he will go with Jeremy. Another possible prediction is that Nathan will choose to stay with Uncle Orrin to learn blacksmithing so he can go to the frontier. The first day was hard, but he is determined and will stick with it to realize his goal. He did not quit during the day, and he will keep trying. The third possible prediction is that Nathan will go home to his family. At the end, he is dreaming of his family and his bed. He is homesick and misses them, so he will probably go home. Students must make a logical prediction and then support the prediction with information from the text to prove that their prediction is plausible.
Scoring Guidelines:

	Points
	Student Response

	2 point text
	Points awarded for a complete and accurate statement.

Response includes one of the following correct predictions with textual support: 


• (1st Prediction) Nathan will go to sea with Jeremy. 

(Support for 1st Prediction) At first he was optimistic about working with Uncle Orrin but now he feels so upset he will want to leave and take up Jeremy’s offer. At the end of the passage he dreams of sailing ships and this means he will go with Jeremy.

• (2nd Prediction) Nathan will choose to stay with Uncle Orrin to learn blacksmithing so he can go to the frontier. 

(Support for 2nd Prediction) The first day was hard, but he is determined and will stick with it to realize his goal. He did not quit during the day, and he will keep trying.

• (3rd Prediction) Nathan will go home to his family. 

(Support for 3rd Prediction) At the end, he is dreaming of his family and his bed. He is homesick and misses them, so he will probably go home.


	1 point text


	Point awarded for a partially complete or somewhat inaccurate statement.

Response includes one of the correct predictions listed above, with incorrect textual support or no textual support from the passage.

NOTE: No point will be awarded for correct textual support if the prediction upon which it is based is incorrect or missing.

	
	1 point sample answer:



	0 point text


	No point awarded if a statement is non-existent or completely inaccurate.

Response contains none of the correct predictions listed above, is incomplete, irrelevant or blank.

NOTE: No point will be awarded for correct textual support if the prediction upon which it is based is incorrect or missing.

	
	0 point sample answer:




Performance Data:
The percent of public school students earning each score point for question 7 on the March 2006 Grade 6 Reading Achievement:

	Performance at Each Score Point


  0

  1

  2


37%

34%

28%


Keywords:  prediction, comprehension
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Analyze the importance of setting.

	GLI:                  LT 6.5
	Identify recurring themes, patterns and symbols found in literature from different eras and cultures.


Multiple Choice Question:
8. Which place symbolizes love and safety to Nathan?

A. the blacksmith shop

B. a cornhusk bed

C. the wilderness

D. a sailing ship
Commentary:
This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the features of setting and explain their importance in the text. The last paragraph of the selection indicates that Nathan falls asleep after a hard day of work in the blacksmith shop. His last thoughts before he falls asleep focus on the cornhusk bed he shared with his two brothers back home. Choice A is incorrect because it is the blacksmith shop that Nathan longs to escape with his thoughts of home and dreams of sailing ships; therefore, it would not represent love and safety to Nathan. Choice B is correct as it identifies Nathan’s thoughts of home and his cornhusk bed. Choice C is incorrect. Nathan talks about becoming a frontiersman and going into the wilderness early in the selection. He refers to it as an adventure rather than a place of safety and love. Choice D is incorrect. Nathan dreams of more adventures on sailing ships rather than as a place of safety and love.
Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 8 on the March 2006 Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 48%.

Keywords:  setting, symbolization
BACK TO INDEX
Passage:

Boy: Tales of Childhood

1
On the first day of my first term I set out by taxi in the afternoon with my mother to catch the paddle-steamer from Cardiff Docks to Weston-super-Mare. Every piece of clothing I wore was brand new and had my name on it. I wore black shoes, grey woolen stockings with blue school crest on the breast pocket and a grey school cap with the same crest just above the peak. Into the taxi that was taking us to the docks went my brand new trunk and my brand new tuck-box, and both had R. DAHL painted on them in black.

2
A tuck-box is a small pinewood trunk which is very strongly made, and no boy has ever gone as a boarder to an English Prep School without one. It is his own secret storehouse, as secret as a lady’s handbag, and there is an unwritten law that no other boy, no teacher, not even the Headmaster himself has the right to pry into the contents of your tuck-box. The owner has the key in his pocket and that is where it stays. At St. Peter’s, the tuck-boxes were ranged shoulder to shoulder all around the four walls of the changing-room and your own tuck-box stood directly below the peg on which you hung your games clothes. A tuck-box, as the name implies, is a box in which you store your tuck. At Prep School in those days, a parcel of tuck was sent once a week by anxious mothers to their ravenous little sons, and an average tuck-box would probably contain, at almost any time, half a homemade currant cake, a packet of squashed-fly biscuits, a couple of oranges, an apple, a banana, a pot of strawberry jam or Marmite, a bar of chocolate, a bag of Liquorice Allsorts and a tin of Bassett’s lemonade powder. An English school in those days was purely a money-making business owned and operated by the Headmaster. It suited him, therefore, to give the boys as little food as possible himself and to encourage the parents in various cunning ways to feed their offspring by parcel-post from home.

3
“By all means, my dear Mrs. Dahl, do send your boy some little treats now and again,” he would say. “Perhaps a few oranges and apples once a week”—fruit was very expensive—“and a nice currant cake, a large currant cake perhaps because small boys have large appetites do they not, ha-ha-ha…Yes, yes, as often as you like. More than once a week if you wish…Of course he’ll be getting plenty of good food here, the best there is, but it never tastes quite the same as home cooking, does it? I’m sure you wouldn’t want him to be the only one who doesn’t get a lovely parcel from home every week.”

4
As well as tuck, a tuck-box would also contain all manner of treasures such as a magnet, a pocket-knife, a compass, a ball of string, a clockwork racing-car, half-a-dozen lead soldiers, a box of conjuring-tricks, some tiddly-winks, a Mexican jumping bean, a catapult, some foreign stamps, a couple of stink-bombs, and I remember one boy called Arkle who drilled an airhole in the lid of his tuck-box and kept a pet frog in there which he fed on slugs.

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     RP-B
	Apply effective reading comprehension strategies, including summarizing and making predictions and comparisons, using information in text, between text and across subject areas.

	GLI:                RP 6.4
	Summarize the information in texts, recognizing important ideas and supporting details, and noting gaps or contradictions.


Multiple Choice Question:

1. What does the reader learn from the selection?

A. what it is like to travel by paddle-steamer

B. how to raise and care for various types of frogs

C. how English Prep School students lived in the 1920s

D. what English Prep School classes were like in the 1920s

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to determine the purpose one might have for reading this selection. If a student chooses A, he or she does not understand how to determine the purpose for reading a selection. The author says in the first sentence that to get to school he had “to catch the paddle-steamer from Cardiff Docks to Weston-Super-Mare.” This sentence, however, represents a detail and not a goal of the selection. It does not tell what the student will learn from reading it. If a student chooses B, he or she does not understand how to determine the purpose for reading a selection. The author does not talk about the right way to care for amphibians in the reading selection. At the end of the selection, the author says “one boy called Arkle who drilled an airhole in the lid of his tuck-box and kept a pet frog in there.” This is an anecdote (or story) that the author includes to explain how a boy’s tuck-box could contain “all manner of treasures.” It does not explain why the student should read the selection or what he or she will learn. C is the correct response. The author’s memories of going to school and his description of a boy’s tuck-box and how it became filled with “all manner of treasures” show the reader what life was like for the boys who lived at St. Peter’s Prep School in the 1920s. If a student chooses D, he or she does not understand how to determine the purpose for reading a selection. While the author does describe some parts of the life one would live at St. Peter’s Prep School, there is no information about the classes or anything they learned.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 1 on the May 2007 Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 74%.

Keywords:  author’s purpose, purpose for reading

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Analyze the importance of setting.

	GLI:              RP 6.6
	Answer literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts, electronic and visual media.


Multiple Choice Question:

2. Which feature of St. Peter’s Prep School is mentioned in the selection? 

A. The students wore uniforms that showed they belonged to the school. 

B. The school was open to boys and girls who attended classes together.

C. The Headmaster taught the classes himself and so had little time to speak with parents.

D. The entire school was housed in one building so that all the students knew one another.

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to think about why the setting (where or when events in a story take place) is important to the main character. A is the correct answer. In the first paragraph of the story, the author says that each piece of clothing he wore to school “had [his] name on it” and that both his hat and blazer had the school crest on them. This information shows that St. Peter’s Prep School, the setting, made all of the boys wear the same uniform, which is why the author’s mother wrote his name in his clothes (so he could tell his clothes apart from the other students’ clothes). If a student chooses B, he or she does not understand the importance of setting in a story. The author states that St. Peter’s Prep School is an all-boys school, not a co-ed facility (a school with both boys and girls) when he comments that “no boy has ever gone as a boarder to an English Prep School without” a tuck-box. If a student chooses C, he or she does not understand how to think about how the setting of the story is important to the characters. The author does not give any information about the school’s teachers or the boys’ classes. If a student chooses D, he or she does not understand how the setting of the story is important to the characters. This statement might be true for some English prep schools, but the author does not include any information that would make the reader think that St. Peter’s Prep School had only one building.
Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 2 on the May 2007 Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 66%.

Keywords:   setting

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by inferring themes, patterns and symbols.

	GLI:              LT 6.5
	Identify recurring themes, patterns and symbols found in literature from different eras and cultures.


Multiple Choice Question:

3. What is true of all the descriptions in this selection?

A. They are about real and imaginary objects.

B. They focus on classroom supplies and equipment.

C. They are provided by different students in the school.

D. They involve a detailed examination of various objects.

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to know how to find recurring patterns in a story. If a student chooses A, he or she does not understand how to identify a pattern in a story. In the selection, the author describes the objects and items he and other boys would usually take to school and keep in their tuck-boxes. The story takes place in the real world of the author’s childhood and does not have any imaginary (made up) elements. If a student chooses B, he or she does not understand how to identify a pattern in a story. The author does not include any information about what was in the classrooms at St. Peter’s Prep School. The selection talks about what things the boys bring with them and like to keep in their tuck-boxes. If a student chooses C, he or she does not understand how to identify a pattern in a story. There is only one narrator in the story — the author, Roald Dahl — who tells what he and other boys wore to school and what they kept in their tuck-boxes.  D is the correct answer. This story takes place in the real world, and talks about real things the author and other boys would wear and take to school with them. The author includes details in his story such as what he wore to school, what kind of food parents would send their children, and what kinds of things the boys liked to put in their tuck-boxes.
Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice D for question 3 on the May 2007 Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 56%.

Keywords:   theme, patterns

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     RP-B
	Apply effective reading comprehension strategies, including summarizing and making predictions and comparisons, using information in text, between text and across subject areas.

	GLI:                RP 6.4
	Summarize the information in texts, recognizing important ideas and supporting details, and noting gaps or contradictions.


Short Answer Question:
4. The summary below includes important ideas from the first two paragraphs. 

Complete the summary by providing the important ideas that take place in the 

selection. 

The author describes his trip to school. He then explains what a tuck-box is and

provides a description of tuck.

Commentary:

This short-answer question asks students to look at each event as part of a chain of events so they can understand the plot or pattern of events in a story. Students need to evaluate or judge what events are important to the story. 
There is more than one way to answer this question. Some correct answers may include:

· Paragraph 3: The author explains that the Headmaster asked the boys’ parents to send tuck to school.

· Paragraph 4: The author ends the story by talking about the other things the boys like to keep inside their tuck-boxes.

Scoring Guidelines
	Exemplar Response:

	

	Points
	Student Response

	2 point
	Points awarded for a complete and accurate statement.

Response includes the following correct summary of paragraph three: He explains that the Headmaster encouraged parents to send tuck to school.
- AND – the following correct summary of paragraph four: He then ends by describing the treasures that are also kept inside tuck-boxes.

	1 point

	Point awarded for a partially complete or somewhat inaccurate statement.

Response includes the correct summary of paragraph three listed above, with an incorrect or missing summary of paragraph four.

- OR - 

Response includes an incorrect or missing summary of paragraph three, with the correct summary of paragraph four listed above.

	0 point

	No point awarded if a statement is non-existent or completely inaccurate.

Response contains none of the correct summaries listed above, is incomplete, irrelevant or blank.


Performance Data:
The percent of public school students earning each score point for question 4 on the May 2007 Grade 6 Reading Achievement:

	Percent at Each Score Point

	0
	
	1
	
	2

	21%
	
	36%
	
	43%


Keywords:  plot, plot interactions

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A
	Describe and analyze the elements of character development.

	GLI:            LT 6.1,                    RP 6.6
	LT 6.1:      Analyze the techniques authors use to describe characters, including narrator or other characters’ point of view; character’s own thoughts, words or actions.
RP 6.6:     Answer literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts, electronic and visual media.


Multiple Choice Question:

5. Why does the Headmaster ask parents to send their children food?

A. because he would like parents to keep in touch with their children

B. because he does not want the children to become sad and homesick

C. because he hopes to save money by providing the children less food at school

D. because he knows that the children do not like the meals the school cook prepares

Commentary:

To answer this question, students need to understand that authors develop characters in various ways by including their thoughts, actions and words. If a student chooses A, he or she does not understand how to look at and determine the different ways that authors describe characters. The author describes or characterizes the Headmaster as a sneaky person who is only interested in how he can make more money by feeding the students as little food as possible rather than one who cares about the parents keeping in touch with their children. If a student chooses B, he or she does not understand how to think about the ways in which authors describe characters. The author describes or characterizes the Headmaster as a sneaky person who is only interested in how he can make more money by feeding the students as little food as possible rather than one who cares about whether or not the children feel sad and homesick. C is the correct response. In paragraph two, the author describes the Headmaster’s greed and “money-making business” by saying he gives “the boys as little food as possible” on purpose and asks “parents in various cunning ways to feed their offspring by parcel-post from home.” If a student chooses D, he or she does not understand how to look at and figure out the ways that an author describes characters. The author describes or characterizes the Headmaster as a sneaky person who is interested in ways he can make more money by feeding the students as little food as possible. The author makes no specific references about the quality of meals served to the students.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 5 on the May 2007 Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 72%.

Keywords:  character, character development

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Infer word meaning through identification and analysis of analogies and other word relationships.

	GLI:              AV 6.4
	Interpret metaphors and similes to understand new uses of words and phrases in text.


Multiple Choice Question:

6. “It is his own secret storehouse, as secret as a lady’s handbag, and there is an unwritten law that no other boy, no teacher, not even the Headmaster himself has the right to pry into the contents of your tuck-box.”

Which phrase from the sentence above is a simile?

A. “It is his own secret storehouse...”

B. “...as secret as a lady’s handbag...”

C. “...no other boy, no teacher, not even the Headmaster himself...”

D. “...the contents of your tuck-box.”

Commentary:
This multiple-choice question asks students to understand and identify similes and other types of word relationships to compare two things. If a student chooses A, he or she may not understand that a simile is a phrase where two things are compared using “like” or “as.” Although two things are being compared in this sentence (“tuck-box” and “storehouse”), they are not joined with the words “like” or “as.” This phrase is a metaphor, in which two things are compared without using “like” or “as.” The correct answer is B. In this phrase, the author uses a simile to compare what is in a boy’s tuck-box to what is in a lady’s handbag to show that the “treasures” a boy keeps in his tuck-box are a secret. This is a simile because it uses the word “as” to compare two things, the tuck-box with a handbag. If a student chooses C, he or she may not understand that a simile is a phrase where two things are compared using “like” or “as.” This phrase does not compare anything and it does not have “like” or “as.” If a student chooses D, he or she may not understand that a simile is a phrase where two things are compared using “like” or “as.” This noun phrase does not compare the tuck-box with anything else.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 6 on the May 2007 Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 78%.

Keywords:  simile, figurative language 

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     C
	Make meaning through asking and responding to a variety of questions related to text.

	GLI:              RP 6.6
	Answer literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts, electronic and visual media.


Short Answer Question:

7. Explain why the author mentions Arkle’s pet frog as one of the “treasures” in the final paragraph. Support your answer with a specific detail from the selection.
Commentary:

This short-answer question asks students to base their answers on information supplied in the text and then draw a conclusion based on that information. Some possible answers that are supported by details in the selection are:
Possible Explanations:
· The author creates a funny situation with his description of Arkle and his pet frog.

· Arkle’s pet frog represents an unusual example of what could be kept in a tuck-box. 

Possible Supporting Details:
· Arkle goes to great lengths to keep and maintain his frog.

· The frog is a funny object, much like the “stink-bomb.”

· The frog is much different than the food that is typically kept in a tuck-box.
Scoring Guidelines:
	Exemplar Response:



	

	Points
	Student Response

	2 point
	Points awarded for a complete and accurate statement.

Response includes one of the following correct explanations: 


• The author creates a humorous situation with his description of Arkle and his pet frog.

• Arkle’s pet frog represents an unusual example of what could be kept in a tuck-box.

- AND – one of the following correct details: 


• Arkle goes to great lengths to keep and maintain his frog.

• The frog is a quirky object, much like the “stink-bomb.”

• The frog is much different than the food that is typically kept in a tuck-box.

• The frog is a living thing, unlike all other tuck-box items mentioned in the passage.

• Arkle’s habits stand out, making him different from the others.

	1 point

	Point awarded for a partially complete or somewhat inaccurate statement.

Response includes the correct explanation listed above 
- AND – an incorrect or missing detail.

NOTE: No point will be awarded for a correct detail if the explanation upon which it is based is incorrect or missing.

	0 point

	No point awarded if a statement is non-existent or completely inaccurate.

Response does not contain the correct explanation listed above, is incomplete, irrelevant or blank.

NOTE: No point will be awarded for correct textual support if the explanation upon which it is based is incorrect or missing.


Performance Data:
The percent of public school students earning each score point for question 7 on the May 2007 Grade 6 Reading Achievement:

	Percent at Each Score Point

	0
	
	1
	
	2

	89%
	
	7%
	
	4%


Keywords:  inferential question

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark: LT-G
	Explain how figurative language expresses ideas and conveys mood.

	GLI:            LT 6.7
	Distinguish how an author establishes mood and meaning through word choice, figurative language and syntax.


Multiple Choice Question:

8. “An English school in those days was purely a money-making business owned and operated by the Headmaster. It suited him, therefore, to give the boys as little food as possible himself and to encourage the parents in various cunning ways to feed their offspring by parcel-post from home.”

In the last sentence above, what does the author describe with the phrase “various cunning ways”? 

A. the Headmaster’s respect for the parents

B. the Headmaster’s selfish behavior

C. the boys’ constant requests

D. the offsprings’ imagination

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to be able to figure out how descriptive language, or words that are used to create a picture in the reader’s mind, make the story more meaningful. Students need to look at the words the author used and understand why the author decided to use them in the story. If a student chooses A, he or she does not understand that “various cunning ways” refers to the Headmaster’s inappropriate behavior. The phrase “various cunning ways” does not refer to the Headmaster’s respect for parents.  B is the correct answer. The author uses descriptive language in the story to show that the Headmaster is sneaky and selfish because he is trying to make money for himself by feeding the boys less. The phrase “various cunning ways” is used to describe this negative behavior. If a student chooses C, he or she does not understand that “various cunning ways” refers to the Headmaster’s inappropriate behavior rather than to the boy’s constant requests. If a student chooses D, he or she does not understand that “various cunning ways” refers to the Headmaster’s inappropriate behavior rather than to the imagination of the boys.
Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 8 on the May 2007 Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 56%.

Keywords:  figurative language, mood

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A
	Use context clues and text structures to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.

	GLI:            AV 6.1
	Define the meaning of unknown words by using context clues and the author’s use of definition, restatement and example.


Multiple Choice Question:

9. “At Prep School in those days, a parcel of tuck was sent once a week by anxious mothers to their ravenous little sons....”

What does the word ravenous mean in the sentence above?
A. well-dressed

B. very hungry

C. handsome 

D. naughty

Commentary:

This multiple-choice question asks students to use context clues, or the words and sentences around words, to define a word they may not know. Authors often give clues to help readers figure out the meaning of words that they do not know. If a student chooses A, he or she may not know how to use context clues to determine the meaning of an unknown word. The student may think that, because the author talked about how well-dressed he had to be for school, the mothers might be sending their boys clothes. However, it is clear from how the word is used in the selection that the word “ravenous” has to do with food and not clothes.  B is the correct answer. From the context clues in the sentence, it is clear that “ravenous” has to do with the “parcel of tuck” (or food) that the mothers send to their boys. A good reader might go back to the story and find a number of clues like “cake,” biscuits,” “oranges,” and “jam,” realize that the word has to do with food, and determine that “ravenous” means “hungry.” If a student chooses C, he or she may not understand how context clues can be used to determine the meaning of an unknown word. He or she may think that “ravenous” is another word meaning “handsome,” the way mothers often think of their sons. In the sentence above, however, the way “ravenous” is used makes it clear that its meaning has to do with food and not appearance. If a student chooses D, he or she may not understand how to determine the meaning of an unknown word by using context clues. The student may think that the mothers are worried about their sons acting “naughty.” In this sentence, however, the word “ravenous” has to do with the food in the “parcel of tuck” and not behavior.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 9 on the May 2007 Ohio Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 54%.

Keywords:  context clues, vocabulary
BACK TO INDEX
Passage:
Bud, Not Buddy
Christopher Paul Curtis

This selection is from a novel about a boy named Bud. Miss Hill is his favorite librarian. 
1 I pushed the heavy door open and walked into the library. The air in the library isn’t like the air anywhere else, first it’s always cooler than the air outside, it feels like you’re walking into a cellar on a hot July day, even if you have to walk up a bunch of stairs to get into it.
2 The next thing about the air in the library is that no other place smells anything like it. If you close your eyes and try to pick out what it is that you’re sniffing you’re only going to get confused, because all the smells have blended together and turned themselves into a different one.
3 As soon as I got into the library I closed my eyes and took a deep breath. I got a whiff of the leather on all the old books, a smell that got real strong if you picked one of them up and stuck your nose real close to it when you turned the pages. Then there was the smell of the cloth that covered the brand-new books, the books that made a splitting sound when you opened them. Then I could sniff the paper, that soft, powdery, drowsy smell that comes off the pages in little puffs when you’re reading something or looking at some pictures, a kind of hypnotizing smell. 
4 I think it’s that smell that makes so many folks fall asleep in the library. You’ll see someone turn a page and you can imagine a puff of page powder coming up really slow and easy until it starts piling on the person’s eyelashes, weighing their eyes down so much that they stay down a little longer after each blink and finally making them so heavy that they just don’t come back up at all. Then their mouths come open and their heads start bouncing up and down like they’re bobbing in a big tub of water for apples and before you know it, ... woop, zoop, sloop ... they’re out cold and their face thunks down smack-dab on the book.
5 That’s the part that gets the librarians the maddest, they get real upset if folks start drooling in the books and, page powder or not, they don’t want to hear no excuses, you gotta get out. Drooling in the books is even worse than laughing out loud in the library, and even though it might seem kind of mean, you can’t really blame the librarians for tossing drooly folks out ’cause there’s nothing worse than opening a book and having the pages all stuck together from somebody’s dried-up slobber. 
6 I opened my eyes to start looking for Miss Hill. She wasn’t at the lending desk so I left my suitcase with the lady there. I knew it would be safe. 

7 I walked between the stacks to see if Miss Hill was putting books up. Three doggone times I walked through the library, upstairs and down, and couldn’t find her. 
8 I went back up to the librarian at the lending desk. I waited until she looked up at me. She smiled and said, “Yes? Would you like to retrieve your suitcase?” She reached under the desk. 
9 I said, “Not yet, ma’am, could I ask you a question?”  
10 She said, “Of course, young man, how may I help you?”
11 “I’m looking for Miss Hill.”
12 The librarian looked surprised. “Miss Hill? My goodness, hadn’t you heard?”
13 I answered, “No, ma’am.”
14 The librarian said, “There’s no need for you to look so stricken. It’s not bad news, young man.”
15 She laughed a quiet, librarian-type laugh and said, “Really, it’s not bad news. Unless you had matrimonial plans concerning Miss Hill.”
16 I pretended I knew what she was talking about, most times if you listen to how grown folks ask a question they let you know what it is they want to hear.
17 I said, “No, ma’am, I didn’t plan that at all.”
18 She laughed again and said, “Good, because I don’t think her new husband would appreciate the competition. Miss Hill is currently living in Chicago, Illinois.”
19 I said, “Husband? You mean she got married, ma’am?”
20 The librarian said, “Oh, yes, and I must tell you, she was radiating happiness.”
21 I said, “And she moved all the way to Chicago?”
22 “That’s right, but Chicago isn’t that far. Here, I’ll show you.”
23 She reached under her desk and pulled out a thick leather book called Atlas of the United States of America.
24 She thumbed through a couple of pages and said, “Here we are.” She turned the book to me, it was a big map of Michigan and a couple of the states that were next to it. 
25 “We’re here.” She pointed to the spot that said Flint. “And Chicago is here in Illinois.”
26 They looked pretty close, but I know how tricky maps can be, shucks, they can put the whole world on one page on a map, so I said, “How long would it take someone to walk that far?”
27 She said, “Oh, dear, quite a while, I’m afraid.” 
28 I thanked the librarian for the bad news and went to sit at one of the big heavy tables so I could think what to do next.

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     G
	Explain how figurative language expresses ideas and conveys mood.

	GLI:               LT 6.7
	Distinguish how an author establishes mood and meaning through word choice, figurative language and syntax.


Multiple Choice Question:

15. What mood is expressed when Bud closes his eyes in the beginning of the selection?

A. He is unhappy because he just walked to the library and up a tall set of stairs.

B. He is excited to feel the page powder on his face so he can fall asleep.

C. He is comfortable with the mixture of smells in the library.

D. He is nervous about a plan to find Miss Hill.

Commentary:
This question asks students to determine what mood is established by the author through the use of language in the selection. Response A is incorrect because Bud does not close his eyes due to unhappiness but rather so that he can detect the smells of the library. Response B is incorrect because Bud does not close his eyes to smell the page powder but rather so that he can detect the smells of the library. He makes mention of the page powder later in paragraph 3. C is the correct response. In paragraph 2, Bud indicates that he is trying to pick out what he smells and that “all the smells have blended together and turned themselves into a different one.” Response D is incorrect because Bud does not close his eyes due to nervousness.
Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 15  on the May 2008 Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 78 %.

Keywords:  mood

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     F
	Identify similarities and differences of various literary forms and genres.

	GLI:               LT 6.6
	Explain the defining characteristics of literary forms and genres, including poetry, drama, myths, biographies, autobiographies, fiction and non-fiction.


Multiple Choice Question:

16. Which characteristic of fiction appears in the first five paragraphs of the selection?

A. Dialogue is used to highlight human interaction.

B. A conflict between characters is developed.

C. The setting is described.

D. A theme is revealed. 

Commentary:
This question asks students to identify a characteristic of fiction that appears in the first five paragraphs of the selection. Response A is incorrect because no dialogue occurs in the first five paragraphs. Response B is incorrect because no conflict develops in the first five paragraphs. C is the correct response. The first five paragraphs are comprised of Buddy’s detailed description of what the setting of a library is like. Response D is incorrect because a theme is not revealed in the selection until the end.
Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 16 on the May 2008 Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 55%.

Keywords:  genre, characteristics of fiction, setting
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Infer word meaning through identification and analysis of analogies and other word relationships.

	GLI:               AV 6.4
	Interpret metaphors and similes to understand new uses of words and phrases in text.


Short Answer Question:

17. “Then their mouths come open and their heads start bouncing up and down like they’re bobbing in a big tub of water for apples and before you know it, ... woop, zoop, sloop ... they’re out cold and their face thunks down smack-dab on the book.” (Paragraph 4)

Identify the simile in the above sentence and explain what it means in the context of this selection.

Write your answer in the Answer Document. (2 points)

Commentary:
This short-answer question asks students to identify a simile and then explain its meaning in the context of the selection. Some possible answers that are supported by details in the selection are:

Identification of simile:

• Their heads start bouncing up and down like they are bobbing in a big tub of water for apples.

• Head bouncing like they are bobbing for apples (head movement compared to bobbing for apples using “like”).
Explanation of its meaning:
• The bobbing motion a person’s head makes when they fall asleep (nodding off) while reading a book 

• the appropriate movement must be included in the explanation

• the idea of falling asleep/nodding off must be included in the explanation 
Scoring Guidelines:

	Exemplar Response:

NA

	Other Correct Response(s):

NA

	Points
	Student Response

	2 point text
	Points awarded for a complete and accurate statement.

Response includes the following correct simile:
• Their heads start bouncing up and down like they are bobbing in a big tub of water for apples.

• Head bouncing like they are bobbing for apples (head movement compared to bobbing for apples using “like”).-AND-

The following correct explanation:


• The bobbing motion a person’s head makes when they fall asleep (nodding off) while reading a book 

• the appropriate movement must be included in the explanation

• the idea of falling asleep/nodding off must be included in the explanation  

NOTE: No point will be awarded for a correct explanation if the simile upon which it is based is incorrect or missing. 

	1 point text


	Response includes the correct identification of the simile listed above with an incorrect or missing explanation.

	
	1 point sample answer:

NA

	0 point text


	Response does not contain the correct identification of the simile listed above, is incomplete, irrelevant, shows no understanding of the task, or is blank.

	
	0 point sample answer:

NA


Performance Data:
The percent of public school students earning each score point for question 17 on the May 2008 Grade 6 Reading Achievement:

	Percent at Each Score Point

	0
	
	1
	
	2

	36%
	
	46%
	
	15%


Keywords:  simile
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     D
	Differentiate between the points of view in narrative text.

	GLI:               LT 6.1
	Analyze the techniques authors use to describe characters, including narrator or other characters’ point of view; character’s own thoughts, words or actions.


Multiple Choice Question:

18. What information is revealed to the reader only through Bud’s inner thoughts?

A. Bud does not understand the librarian's reference to his matrimonial plans.

B. It would take a long time to walk from Flint, Michigan, to Chicago.

C. Bud left his suitcase with the librarian at the lending desk.

D. Miss Hill got married and moved to Chicago

Commentary:

This question asks students to understand how the point of view allows the reader to understand Bud’s inner thoughts. Response A is correct. Bud thinks to himself, "I pretended to know what she was talking about...," meaning he did not understand what the librarian meant when she referred to his matrimonial plans concerning Miss Hill. Response B is incorrect as this information is revealed by the librarian rather than through Bud’s thoughts. Response C is incorrect. In the selection, it is said that Bud leaves his suitcase with the librarian at the lending desk; it is not just a thought he has. Response D is incorrect. Bud learns that Miss Hill got married and moved to Chicago because the librarian tells him so.
Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 18 on the May 2008 Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 59 %.

Keywords:  point of view
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     G
	Explain how figurative language expresses ideas and conveys mood.

	GLI:               LT 6.7
	Distinguish how an author establishes mood and meaning through word choice, figurative language and syntax.


Multiple Choice Question:

19. “Three doggone times I walked through the library, upstairs and down, and couldn’t find her.” (Paragraph 7)

What does this statement tell the reader about Bud’s mood?
A. He is tired from walking up and down the steps of the library while trying to find Miss Hill.

B. He is confused because he cannot remember which days Miss Hill works at the library. 

C. He is disappointed that he cannot find Miss Hill to ask her to hold onto his suitcase. 

D. He is frustrated because he cannot locate Miss Hill anywhere in the library.

Commentary:

This question asks students to examine the word choice of the text and understand how it conveys meaning about the mood of the character Bud. Response A is incorrect. Although Bud does mention that he has walked up and down the stairs, the idea that he is tired is not evident. Response B is incorrect as the statement does not indicate that Bud is thinking about which days Miss Hill works. Response C is incorrect because Bud had already dropped off his suitcase at the lending desk. Response D is correct. Bud is feeling frustrated because he cannot find Miss Hill after looking extensively through the library, and he uses the word "doggone" to signify his frustration.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice D for question 19 on the May 2008 Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 71%.

Keywords: mood, word choice

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     RP-C
	Make meaning through asking, and responding to a variety of questions related to text.

	GLI:                    RP 6.6
	Answer literal, inferential, evaluative and synthesizing questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts, electronic and visual media.


Multiple Choice Question:

20. Why is Bud doubtful when the librarian shows him the map to locate Chicago?
A. He has not used an atlas before.

B. He does not believe that the librarian is telling him the complete truth about Miss Hill.

C. He wants to walk to Chicago, but he realizes that the map is not going to help him find his way.

D. He cannot tell the distance from place to place because such a large area can fit onto one page.
Commentary:
This question asks students to analyze the text in order to understand the character of Bud and discover why he is doubtful when the librarian shows him the map to locate Chicago. Response A is incorrect. Whether Bud had used an atlas before is not addressed in the passage. Response B is incorrect. Although one may be suspicious if someone is withholding information, Bud does not believe the librarian is doing this; she has been very straightforward with him. Response C is incorrect. Bud is suspicious of the map in determining the distance between Flint and Chicago, not about its accuracy in helping him find his way. Response D is correct. Bud states that maps can be tricky and that "they can put the whole world on one page.”
Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice D for question 20 on the May 2008 Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 69%.

Keywords:  character, character development  
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Analyze the importance of setting.

	GLI:                              LT 6.2
	Identify the features of setting and explain their importance in literary text.


Extended Response Question:

21. Explain Bud's first reaction to the smells in the air as he enters the library. Then, describe three specific smells that he notices afterward. 

Write your answer in the Answer Document. (4 points)

Commentary:
This extended-response question asks students to identify features of the setting and explain their importance. Possible correct responses include:

1. He thinks the air makes the library unique, “unlike any other place.” 

2. He thinks that trying to pick out the smells can make someone confused./He thinks that the smells blend together and turn into a different smell.

3. He relates/compares it to walking into a cellar on a hot day.

-AND-
4. leather on old books: he gets “... a whiff of the leather on all the old books ...” OR a strong smell of leather 

5. cloth on new books: “... the smell of the cloth that covered the brand-new books” OR a cloth smell of “... the books that made a splitting sound when you opened them.”

6. the hypnotizing/drowsy/powdery smell of paper/pages: he smells the paper, “... that soft, powdery, drowsy smell that comes off the pages in little puffs when you’re reading something or looking at pictures” OR “a hypnotizing smell” of paper.

Scoring Guidelines

	Exemplar Response:

NA

	Other Correct Response(s):

NA

	Points
	Student Response

	4 point text
	Points awarded for a complete and accurate statement.
 
Response includes one of the following correct explanations about Bud’s reaction:

1. He thinks the air make the library unique, “unlike any other place.” 

2. He thinks that trying to pick out the smells can make someone confused./He thinks that the smells blend together and turn into a different smell.

3. He relates/compares it to walking into a cellar on a hot day.

-AND-


a description of three specific smells he notices: 


4. leather on old books: he gets “... a whiff of the leather on all the old books ...” OR a strong smell of leather 

5. cloth on new books: “... the smell of the cloth that covered the brand-new books” OR a cloth smell of “... the books that made a splitting sound when you opened them.”

6. the hypnotizing/drowsy/powdery smell of paper/pages: he smells the paper, “... that soft, powdery, drowsy smell that comes off the pages in little puffs when you’re reading something or looking at pictures” OR “a hypnotizing smell” of paper.


NOTE: Credit will be awarded for the descriptions of the smells with an incorrect or missing explanation about Bud's reaction. 

NOTE: Credit will not be awarded for a list of things Bud smells (i.e., leather, cloth, paper).

	3 point text


	Response includes three of the correct responses listed above with one incorrect or missing response.

	
	3 point sample answer:

NA

	2 point text


	Response includes two of the correct responses listed above with two incorrect or missing responses.

	
	2 point sample answer:

NA

	1 point text


	Response includes one of the correct responses listed above with three incorrect or missing responses.

	
	1 point sample answer:

NA

	0 point text


	Response does not contain the correct responses listed above, is irrelevant, shows no understanding of the task, or is blank.

	
	0 point sample answer:

NA


Performance Data:
The percent of public school students earning each score point for question 21 on the May 2008 Grade 6 Reading Achievement:
	Percent at Each Score Point

	0
	
	1
	
	2
	
	3
	
	4

	22%
	
	21%
	
	19%
	
	23%
	
	13%


Keywords:  setting

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A
	Use context clues and text structures to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.

	GLI:                              AV 6.1
	Define the meaning of unknown words by using context clues and the author’s use of definition, restatement and example.


Multiple Choice Question:

22. “She laughed a quiet, librarian-type laugh and said, ‘Really, it’s not bad news. Unless you had matrimonial plans concerning Miss Hill.’” (Paragraph 15)

Which paragraph helps the reader determine the meaning of the word matrimonial?

A. paragraph 14

B. paragraph 16

C. paragraph 17

D. paragraph 18

Commentary:
This question asks students to determine the meaning of the vocabulary word matrimonial based on other information in the selection or by using context clues. Response A is incorrect. Although Paragraph 14 is located near the given statement, it does not help the reader determine the meaning of the unknown word; it only lets Bud know the news is not bad. Response B is incorrect. Although Paragraph 16 is located near the given statement, it does not help the reader determine the meaning of the unknown word; it only lets the reader know that Bud does not understand what matrimonial plans are. Response C is incorrect. Although Paragraph 17 is located near the given statement, it does not help the reader determine the meaning of the unknown word; it shows Bud's response to the librarian's question.

Response D is correct. Paragraph 18 helps the reader determine the meaning of the unknown word because it gives information about Miss Hill’s husband. 

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice D for question 22 on the May 2008 Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 66 %.

Keywords:  context clues, vocabulary
BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Apply effective reading comprehension strategies, including summarizing and making predictions, and comparisons using information in text, between text and across subject areas.

	GLI:                    RP 6.4
	Summarize the information in texts, recognizing important ideas and supporting details, and noting gaps or contradictions.


Multiple Choice Question:

23. Which statement summarizes what happens at the end of the selection?

A. Bud decides to consult another map of Michigan and its neighboring states.

B. Bud is relieved to see that Flint and Chicago are not too far apart.

C. Bud tries to make sense of the news that the librarian told him. 

D. Bud cannot decide whether or not to believe the librarian.

Commentary:
This question asks students to apply the effective reading comprehension strategy of summarization by summarizing what happened at the end of the selection. Response A is incorrect. Although it is possible that Bud might want to consult another map, there is no indication in the text that he plans to do so. Response B is incorrect. Although Flint and Chicago are not that far apart on the map, Bud realizes that they are in fact farther apart than it seems. C is the correct response. Bud sits down so that he can think about what to do next--he is trying to take stock of the situation in view of what he has just learned about Miss Hill. Response D is incorrect. Although this is a plausible reaction of someone who hears bad news, there is no suggestion that Bud suspects that the librarian might have been lying to him.

Performance Data:
The percent of public school students selecting answer choice C for question 23 on the May 2008 Grade 6 Reading Achievement was 63%.

Keywords:  summary, reading strategy
BACK TO INDEX
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