Standards-based Assessment Bank
4TH Grade Poetry


Index to Questions
	Ques Nbr
	Source
	BM
	GLI
	Passage Title
	Description

	18
	Reading Achievement Mar 05
	D
	LT 4.4
	The Old Coat
	This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the narrator in this poem.

	19
	Reading Achievement Mar 05
	C
	RP 4.7
	The Old Coat
	This multiple-choice question asks the students to identify what happens when the narrator or speaker wears the coat.

	20
	Reading Achievement Mar 05
	B
	RP 4.4
	The Old Coat
	This multiple-choice question asks students to identify the statement which best summarizes the poem.

	21
	Reading Achievement Mar 05
	A
	AV 4.1
	The Old Coat
	This multiple-choice question asks students to use the information in a sentence to determine the meaning of the word coop.

	16
	Reading Achievement May 07
	B
	RP 4.4
	Memory
	This multiple-choice question asks students to summarize the poem, “Memories”.

	17
	Reading Achievement May 07
	E
	AV 4.4,         AV 4.9
	Memory
	This multiple-choice question asks students to use the dictionary entry for the word part to find its definition as it is used within the context of this couplet.

	18
	Reading Achievement May 07
	B
	RP 4.5
	Memory
	This short-answer question asks students to compare memory to a tape recorder or recorder.

	19
	Reading Achievement May 07
	E
	LT 4.5
	Memory
	This multiple-choice question asks students to select the statement that best reflects the theme of this poem.

	20
	Reading Achievement May 07
	F
	LT 4.6
	Memory
	This multiple-choice question asks students to select the characteristic that helps the reader understand that the selection is a poem.


BACK TO INDEX
Passage:
The Old Coat

by Siv Cedering


The old coat that hangs on the porch


doesn’t seem to think 


or dream,


but it goes along


when grandpa walks to the barn


to see that the horse is fed.


It covers grandma’s apron


when she goes outside


to give the birds some bread.


It flaps its sleeves


when mother runs to the coop


to check if the hens have laid.


It buttons up tight in the storm


to keep father warm



when he puts the tools away in the shed.


And in the evening, before I go to bed,

it stands with sleeves rolled up

in the yard.

Looking for coat constellations

or the flapping wings 


of some old coat bird.
	Benchmark:     D
	Differentiate between the points of view in narrative text.

	GLI:                        LT 4.4
	Identify the speaker and recognize the difference between first- and third-person narration.


Multiple Choice Question:

	18.

	Who is the speaker in the poem?


	A.

	grandma


	B.

	mother


	C.

	father


	D.

	a child



	
	


Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to identify the narrator in this poem. Determining point of view helps students understand the perspective from which something is said. This poem is told from the perspective of a narrator speaking in the first person. Answer choice A is incorrect. The narrator talks about grandma, but doesn’t identify that person as him/herself. Answer choice B is incorrect. Mother wears the coat, but is not the speaker. Answer choice C is incorrect. Father uses the coat also, but does not offer discussion about it. Answer choice D is correct. A child narrates the poem and talks about the experience each family member has with the coat.

Performance Data: 

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice D for question 18 on the March 2005 Grade 4 Reading Achievement Test was 92%.

Keywords:  Point of View, Narrator, Speaker

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     C
	Make meaning through asking and responding to a variety of questions related to text.

	GLI:                                RP 4.7
	Answer literal, inferential and evaluative questions to demonstrate comprehension of grade-appropriate print texts and electronic and visual media.


Multiple Choice Question:

	19.

	What does the speaker do while wearing the coat?


	A.

	falls asleep


	B.

	looks at stars


	C.

	puts tools away


	D.

	walks to school



	
	


Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks the students to identify what happens when the narrator or speaker wears the coat. Answer choice A is incorrect. The speaker states that s/he wears the coat “before I go to bed.” Because it is used by so many family members that always retrieve it from a hook, sleeping in the coat would be impossible. Answer choice B is correct. The speaker stands in the yard and looks for constellations in the sky. Answer choice C is incorrect. The father puts the tools away while wearing the coat. Answer choice D is incorrect. There is no mention of someone wearing the coat on the way to school.

Performance Data: 

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 19 on the March 2005 Grade 4 Reading Achievement Test was 27%.

Keywords:  Questions, Make Meaning

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Apply effective reading comprehension strategies, including summarizing and making predications and comparisons, using information in text, between text and across subject areas.

	GLI:                         RP 4.4
	Summarize important information in texts to demonstrate comprehension.


Multiple Choice Question:
	20.

	Which sentence best summarizes the poem?


	A.

	The family members use the old coat for different reasons.


	B.

	The old coat enjoys being worn in the summer time.


	C.

	The family members enjoy feeding animals.


	D.

	The old coat likes to flap its sleeves.



	
	


Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to identify the statement which best summarizes the poem. Answer choice A is correct. Each one of the family members uses the coat as they do their daily chores. Answer choice B is incorrect, the poem speaks of grandmother throwing bread to the birds and keeping father warm. These are not needs of a typical summer day. Answer choice C is incorrect. Two of the family members interact with animals, but not all of them do. Answer choice D is incorrect. There is no personification in the description of the coat.

Performance Data: 

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice A for question 20 on the March 2005 Grade 4 Reading Achievement Test was 84%.

Keywords:  Summarize

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     A
	Use context clues and text structures to determine the meaning of new vocabulary.

	GLI:                 4.1
	Establish and adjust purposes for reading, including to find out, to understand, to interpret, to enjoy and to solve problems.


Multiple Choice Question:

	21.

	“It flaps its sleeves 

when mother runs to the coop
to check if the hens have laid.”

According to the poem, what is a coop?

A. a place to keep tools

B. a place to keep chickens

C. a place to feed horses

D. a place to observe stars



	
	


Commentary:

This multiple choice question asks students to use the information in a sentence to determine the meaning of the word coop. After determining the definition students should be able to select the answer choice that identifies what is kept in a coop. Answer choice A is incorrect. Father keeps the tools in the shed. Answer choice B is correct. Mother checks the coop to see if the chickens have laid any eggs. Answer choice C is incorrect. Grandpa goes to the barn to feed the horses, not the coop. Answer choice D is incorrect. The narrator doesn’t go to the coop to watch the stars in the evening.

Performance Data: 

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 21 on the March 2005 Grade 4 Reading Achievement Test was 93%.

Keywords:  Context Clues, Vocabulary 
BACK TO INDEX
Passage:

Memory
by Mary O’Neill

Memory is a tape recorder

And there’s one in every head

Storing everything we’ve ever seen,

Or felt, or heard, or said.

The word, remember, simply means

We’re playing back a part

Of all that’s been recorded there

And lives close to our heart.

Sad thing, sweet thing,

Whatever it be.

The calling it back is a

Memory.

	Benchmark:     B
	Apply effective reading comprehension strategies, including summarizing and making predications and comparisons, using information in text, between text and across subject areas.

	GLI:                          RP 4.4
	Summarize important information in texts to demonstrate comprehension.


Multiple Choice Question: 

16. What does the selection tell us about memories?

A. They do not always last very long.

B. They should be shared with family.

C. They are mostly about important things.

D. They are about all the events in your life.

Commentary:
This question asks students to summarize the poem, “Memories”. Students at the 4th grade level are expected to apply effective reading comprehension strategies, including summarizing and making predictions and comparisons, using information in text, between text and across subject areas. Answer choice A is incorrect. There is no reference to how long memories last in this poem. Answer choice B is incorrect. Everyone has memories that could be shared with others, but this is not a part of the selection. Answer choice C is incorrect. Memories capture everything we have ever seen which includes events, regardless of importance, that have happened in the past. Answer choice D is correct. In this selection memories are described as a way of storing or holding all of the experiences that have happened in our lives.

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice a for question 16 on the May 2007 Grade 4 Reading Achievement was 77%.

Keywords:  summary 

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
F
	Infer word meaning through identification and analysis of analogies and other word relationships.
Use multiple resources to enhance comprehension of vocabulary.

	GLI:                   AV 4.4,                    AV 4.9
	AV 4.4:      Identify and apply the meaning of the terms synonym, antonym, homophone and homograph.

AV 4.9:      Determine the meanings and pronunciations of unknown words by using dictionaries, glossaries, technology and textual features, such as definitional footnotes or sidebars.


Multiple Choice Question: 

17. “We’re playing back a part 
Of all that’s been recorded there”

In the first line above, which dictionary definition of the word part is used?

part /part/ n. 1) a section of a whole 2) a thing in a machine that helps it operate 3) an actor’s role 4) a duty performed in a group effort.

A. definition 1

B. definition 2

C. definition 3

D. definition 4

Commentary:
In this question, students need to use the dictionary entry for part to find its definition as it is used within the context of this couplet. Students at the 4th grade level are expected to use resources to determine the meanings and pronunciations of unknown words. Answer choice A is correct. In the poem, “all that’s been recorded” means all of our past experiences. The word part refers to a section or a portion of all of those past experiences. Answer choice B is incorrect. Machines are made up of parts however; the poem does not talk about parts in a machine that help it to operate. Answer choice C is incorrect. This poem does not talk about acting or actors. Answer choice D is incorrect. This poem is about each person’s memories and does not mention any special groups.

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 17 on the May 2007 Grade 4 Reading Achievement was 58%.

Keywords:  resources, dictionary, dictionary entry

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     B
	Apply effective reading comprehension strategies, including summarizing and making predictions and comparisons, using information in text, between text and across subject areas.

	GLI:                  RP 4.5
	Make inferences or draw conclusions about what has been read and support those conclusions with textual evidence.


Short Answer Question: 

18. Identify one thing memory is being compared to.

_______________________________________


Explain how memory and this thing are alike.


_____________________________________________________________________

Commentary:
This question asks students to compare memory to a tape recorder or recorder. Students at the 4th grade level are expected to apply effective reading comprehension strategies including making comparisons using information in text, between text and across subject areas according to the Grade 4 Ohio Academic Content Standards in English Language Arts. 

Scoring Guidelines

	Score Point
	Student Response

	2 point
	The response identified what memory is being compared to and states how the two things are alike.

Example:

· a tape recorder

· a recorder (not just tape)

Similarities:

1. in both you can recall or play back what has been recorded – “We’re playing back a part…”
2. a memory and a tape recorder both store things
3. both can record
4. both can save things
5. ‘show’ – “…storing everything we’ve ever seen…”
6. “They both hold memories/a memory (Using both and old in the response makes this acceptable’ it is a complete and clear explanation – just “memory/memories” is not accepted.)
7. “Both remember things”
NOTE: Unacceptable response under Example is “a recording”.

The response identifies what is being compared to memory.

	1 point
	NOTE: No point is awarded for the use of “memory/memories” in a response if the explanation is vague; the meaning of what the student writes must be clear and not inferred.

NOTE: No point is given for a similarity if the tape recorder is not identified. No point is awarded if a statement is non-existent or completely inaccurate.

	0 point
	Unacceptable response as the Example:

· a recording

Response is incorrect, irrelevant, shows no understanding of the task, or is blank


Performance Data:
The percentage of Ohio’s 4th grade students at each score point for item 18 on the Grade 4 Ohio Reading Achievement Test is

	Percent at Each Score Point

	0
	
	1
	
	2

	41%
	
	22%
	
	37%


Keywords:  compare, comprehension, making meaning

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     E
	Demonstrate comprehension by inferring themes, patterns and symbols.

	GLI:                         LT 4.5
	Determine the theme and whether it is implied or stated directly.


Multiple Choice Question: 

19. What is the theme of this poem?

A. Some people have better memories than others.

B. We should share our memories with each other.

C. Memory stores all of our past experiences.

D. A memory can easily be forgotten.

Commentary:
This question asks students to select the statement that best reflects the theme of this poem. Students at the 4th grade level are expected to determine the theme and whether it is implied or stated directly according to the Grade 4 Ohio Academic Content Standards in English Language Arts. Answer choice A is incorrect. The poem is about memory, but comparing how well people can remember is not the underlying idea or lesson. Answer choice B is incorrect. Everyone has memories, but this poem does not tell us to share them with each other. Answer choice C is correct. Memories are those past experiences that are stored in our heads and hearts. Answer choice D is incorrect. Past experiences are common to everyone, but forgetting that memory is not the poem’s underlying idea or lesson.

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 19 on the May 2007 Grade 4 Reading Achievement was 75%.

Keywords:  theme

BACK TO INDEX
	Benchmark:     F
	Identify similarities and differences of various literary forms and genres.

	GLI:               LT 4.6
	Identify and explain the defining characteristics of literary forms and genres, including poetry, drama, fables, fantasies, chapter books, fiction and non-fiction.


Multiple Choice Question: 

20. What characteristic shows that this selection is a poem?

A. plot

B. rhyme

C. information about memory

D. the use of the words “we’ve” and “we’re”

Commentary:
This question asks students to select the characteristic that helps the reader understand that the selection is a poem. Students at the 4th grade level are expected to identify and explain the defining characteristics of literary forms and genres, including poetry, drama, fables, fantasies, chapter books, fiction and non-fiction according to the Grade 4 Ohio Academic Content Standards in English Language Arts. Answer choice A is incorrect. Plot, or the sequence of events in a narrative, is common across multiple genres. Answer choice B is correct. Rhyme, a pattern of similar sounds usually at the ends of lines, is a common characteristic of poetry. Answer choice C is incorrect. The poem is about memory and how it stores information, but this idea could be expressed in any genre. Answer choice D is incorrect. “We’ve” and “we’re” are contractions, or two words that are shortened or joined into one word with an apostrophe, are grammatical constructions and can be found in any type of literature.

Performance Data:

The percent of public school students selecting answer choice B for question 20 on the May 2007 Grade 4 Reading Achievement was 60%.

Keywords:  genre, poetry, literary forms

BACK TO INDEX
Source:  ODE                                                                 9 of 13                              Burke, Halley, Daly (SST Region 11, Oct 08)


